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0. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Urgent rescheduling
Recommendations:

* that all forestry operations in areas of forest identified as potential ‘old growth’ forest
(OGF) be immediately rescheduled to lesser conservation value ‘recut’ forest areas;

* thata process be established to identify smaller areas of OGF for exclusion from logging
in the compartment planning process;

* that “urgent rescheduling’ include excluding from further logging already logged forest
which exhibits outstanding conservation values.

Interim Assessment & Deferred Forest Areas
Cabinet’s announcement of the initiation of the landmark consultation mechanisms
contained in Labor’s Forestry Policy is awaited with considerable interest.

Recommendations:

* that the interim assessment process not be restricted to only wilderness & OGF;
that all conservation values be taken into account in identifying areas that are likely to
be required for a ‘c.a.r.’ reserve system.

* that no logging be permitted to continue to degrade forests which will later be identified
as being required for a ‘c.a.r.” reserve system;

Environmental Impact Statements
NEFA believes that the intention and legal status of EISs being prepared by SFs under the
requirements of the TI(IP) Act have been wholly misconceived.

Recommendations:

* that EISs approved by the National Party Minister for Planning be revisited in the light
of considerations of ecological sustainability and changes in management practice and
expected timber volumes;

* that the MA-wide EISs still being prepared for SFs be suspended until at least the
completion of the interim regional assessment processes;

* that the Timber Industry (Interim_Protection) Act 92 be amended a.s.a.p., & later
repealed, to ensure all forestry operations are returned to the ambit of the EP&A Act;

* that SFs prepare site specific EISs, for forests proposed to be logged during this transition
until a ‘comprehensive regional assessment’ per the NFPS, has been completed;

* that in residual native forests or plantations industry should not have “an open go’ as
an unregulated rural industry;

* that at the completion of the comprehensive regional assessment, EIS be prepared for
forestry operations which may cause a significant Impact on the environment;

Timber Industry Restructuring
NEFA supports the structural adjustment package contained in Labor’s Forestry Policy, but
remains considerably less supportive of compensation to companies and mill operators.

* that Labor discard a ‘no job lost position during this transition, as simplistic,
misleading and undeliverable.
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Recommendations (Cont’d) .

* that emphasis be given to assistance for any affected parties, & the unique bio-diversity
at risk, would be more credible.
the threat of industry backlash and blaming be faced down and exposed.
that Labor commission independent auditors to conduct essential research into factors
affecting the employment of sub-groups of employees within the timber industry.

* that each Wood Supply Agreement contract be examined by counsel for the
Government, to determine the opportunities to opt out of the agreements.

* that regrowth forests only be provided as substitute resources for previously allocated
‘old growth’ resource where there is an unavoidable and legally enforceable
requirement to continue to supply timber under a WSA;

* that a rapid assessment of standing timber volumes be carried out by an independent
group or agency, outside FC/SFs, in a similar fashion to the Rainforest Inventory
commissioned by the Wran Government prior to its rainforest decision in 1982.

* that audits should commissioned to provide accurate and important information:

Identification, support and case management of adversely affected parties
Suggestions are made for steps to achieve support for and assist affected parties. .

Recommendations:

* that anticipated political implications and possible difficulties arising from adversely
affected parties are effectively managed through a co-ordinated officer position.

* that this staff member be senior, located within the Premier’s Department or the office
of the Minister for L&WC and not a staff member of FC/ SF;

Options for the implementation of Labor’s structural adjustment program
NEFA would support your Government offering assistance to small communities to
establish value adding industries e.g. a medium density fibreboard plant.

Recommendations:
* that additional redeployment and/ or retraining options include:
* forest rehabilitation and/ or vegetation regeneration;
* establishing new and maintaining existing plantations;
* managing the new Parks and Reserves & maintaining new infrastructure

Forest Management Policies

that a total overhaul of all SF management and operational policies be now initiated;
that the following immediate and major policy tasks be initiated:

* areview of the ESD Working Group Report on Forests;

* the urgent formulation of a policy framework and key indicators for the ecologically
sustainable management of NSW’s forests;

* that the role of forests in water production and the economic value of this resource

form an important consideration in of any assessment of ecological sustainability;

that SFs accept new principles of ‘wholistic’ ecologically sustainable forest management;
that a registered Australian Standard on ESD & Forestry be developed once research
into ‘water valuing’ has concluded, via public participation & peer review by scientists.

%
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that all policy documents be subject to critical review and rewriting consistent with the
framework and key indicators.

Recommendations (Cont’d)

that pending the completion of this major policy review, ‘patch clearfelling’ and other
intensive management techniques not consistent with ESD be immediately ceased.

that management practices and policies which prevent public accountability, such as the
vicarious closure of forests cease immediately; '

that a set of interim agreements on harvesting prescriptions for regrowth forests and
plantations during the transition period be urgently prepared to manage the transition.
that qualified people be employed in the forests to monitor compliance of logging
practices;

that a comprehensive public list of forestry definitions be developed;

that royalties that reflect the true value of native timbers be charged;

that State Forests and the people of NSW not provide hidden subsidies to industry.

Forest Management Structures

A fundamental overhaul of State Forest management structures and personnel is urgently
required if the new Carr Government and the public of NSW can have any confidence in
future management of the public forest estate. :

that major institutional reform of Forestry Commission and State Forests be initiated;
that as part of the corporatisation of State Forests: S

* the Minister for L&WC review progress made in implementing the Public Accounts

Committee’s recommendations in its Report on FC;

* the Forestry Act (1916) be repealed and replaced with new legislation which has
ecological sustainability as the goal of forests management; |

. responsibility for the management of flora, fauna, soils and water be removed from
State Forests;

* the Government initiate a one year period of transition in forest management to
prepare a new forestry Bill and create the new corporatised authority for forest estate;

* the Principal Forest Regulator have the staff and resources to monitor compliance
with regulatory requirements and act as an Environmental Ombudsman in receiving
and following up upon complaints of non-compliance made by members of the public.

Comprehensive Regional Assessment
NEFA wishes to have considerable further input into the process of comprehensive

regional assessment.

- NEFA will make a major submission to Cabinet on comprehensive regional assessments

in due course.

-
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1. INTRODUCTION

The NORTH EAST FOREST ALLIANCE is....

* * an unincorporated network of individuals and community forest protection groups,
working in the public interest to enforce and improve NSW law and protect our
natural heritage;

* a volunteer decentralised alliance drawing on economic, ecological, legal and bushcraft

" expertise to pursue its aims; ]
committed to a policy of non-violent direct action;
active in the tableland and coastal forests of NE New South Wales.

Since its” formation in 1989, NEFA has been campaigning to achieve;

* the protection of ‘old growth’ forests, rainforests, endangered species, water catchments
and areas of koori cultural heritage significance;

* the implementation of a ‘comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system’
that is based on the best scientific research attainable (as per the National Forest Policy).

* the emergence of ecologically sustainable forest industries based on ESD management
practices; ‘

* public participation in and public accountability for public resource management by
public authorities; .
effective Freedom of Information procedures;
the recognition and protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage;
the enactment of new legislation for competent ecologically sustainable management.

2. URGENT RESCHEDULING

NEFA is concerned that the proposed: ‘urgent rescheduling’ will remove from forestry

operations only those large areas of ‘unlogged” forests, as identified by State Forests.

This is not acceptable to NEFA since SF has no definition of ‘old growth’ forest and
continues to rely on inadequate, incomplete and inaccurate compartment logging histories,
in order to identify ‘unlogged’ or ‘lightly logged" forest.

SFs OGF surveys appear to consist of limited, undocumented, unverified field inspections
by junior staff. The joint NPWS and SF NRAC-funded ‘Old Growth’ project has utterly
failed to deliver clarity on this issue, due largely to mismanagement and SF staff’s ongoing
hostility to the identification and protection of ‘old growth forests.

In contrast, NEFA and the North Coast Environment Council Inc. have published our
methodology for identifying OGF (Edwards, M. (1994) ‘A Study to Identify Old Growth
Forest at Wild Cattle Creek’, NEFA/NCEC/CEC). This document underpins our request for

the urgent rescheduling of forestry operations in the identified sections of Compartments
515,514, 513 & 512 of Wild Cattle Creek SF.

NEFA notes with approval that in your letter to lan Cohen, of The Greens NSW, on 16
March 1995 (page 3) you assure Mr Cohen that “In regard to the rescheduling of State
Forest’s logging program in the first nine months of a Labor Government, we have clearly
indicated that this will be undertaken following advice from the NPWS...”
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We are particularly concerned that reliance on State Forests identification of ‘old growth’
forest will fall well short of the policy commitment contained in Labor’s Forestry Policy
[p.7] that a Carr Government will “urgently reschedule SFs’ logging programs to avoid
logging and roading in high conservation value old growth forests and identified
wilderness areas pending completion of an interim assessment process.”

We are also aware that far too much forest, including many areas of outstanding
conservation value have already been logged. Many conservation values are now only
represented in logged forests (i.e. many endangered species, many inadequately conserved
forest types) and many irreplaceable areas cannot be allowed to be further degraded.

NEFA trusts that all areas likely to be required for the ALP’s 24 new National Parks will
also be included in the promised announcement of ‘urgent rescheduling’.

* all forestry operations in areas of forest identified as potential ‘old growth’ forest be
immediately rescheduled to lesser conservation value ‘recut’ forest areas;

* thata process be established to identify smaller areas of ‘old growth’ forest for exclusion
from logging in the compartment planning process;

* that ‘urgent rescheduling’ will include excluding from further logging already logged
forest which exhibits outstanding conservation values. .

3. INTERIM ASSESSMENT &« DEFERRED FORESTS
NEFA notes with approval the commitment given by Premier Carr in his letter to Ian
Cohen, of The Greens NSW, on 16 March 1995, that “the identification of areas to be placed
under moratoria during the interim assessment process will be conducted in a similar
fashion to the regional assessment process”. [page3}

We understand that this commitment applies to both the participation of interested parties
and to the application of a full range of conservation values, including those cited on page
8 of Labor’s Forestry Policy, viz

“old growth, wilderness, national estate, world heritage, aboriginal heritage, endangered
and other vulnerable species, biological diversity, and other cultural values;”

NEFA is also aware that the Commonwealth has requested that the States identify .
‘Deferred Forest Areas’ by August 1995. DFAs are required to represent all forests likely to
be required to a “c.a.r.” reserve system.

NEFA expects that the interim assessment will identify DFAs.

The Government is urged to ensure that the interim assessment process is not restricted to
wilderness and ‘old growth’ forest and that all conservation values will be taken into
account in identifying areas that are likely to be required for a ‘c.a.r.” reserve system.

We believe it is essential that the area identified in the interim assessment as being ‘likely
to be required’ for a “c.a.r.” reserve system, is larger than the area finally identified.

This approach is crucial and will mean that for at least the interim process, for forests
thought to be likely to be required for a ‘c.a.r.” reserve system, the ‘benefit of the doubt’
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must be exercised to exclude logging, consistent with the application of the ESD
‘precautionary principle’.

Itis unacceptable to NEFA that logging will be permitted to continue to degrade forests
which will later be identified as being required for a ‘c.a.r.” reserve system

NEFA awaits with considerable interest, Cabinet’'s announcement of the initiation of the
landmark consultation mechanisms contained in Labor's Forestry Policy: the Forestry
Advisory Council, the Regional Assessment Committees and Regional Assessment Co-
ordination Committee. ' '

NEFA Supports the consultation process outlined to you by the Nature Conservation
Council of NSW and we trust that NCC's recommendations will be reflected in the final
.process.

Environmental Impact Statements - What fate?
NEFA believes that the intention and legal status of EISs being prepared by SFs under the
requirements of the TI{IP) Act have been wholly misconceived.

We have repeatedly rejected the notion that FC/SFs Management Area wide EISs were
regional planning documents. We have publicly insisted that these EISs must not be
permitted to usurp other relevant planning mechanisms, and various judgements of the
Land & Environment Court have supported this view. Nonetheless FC/SFs have
attempted to continue to make crucial bio-regional landuse decisions based on ignorance,
bias and erroneous assumptions.

The L & E Court has (in Jarasius 1988) has already ruled that an EIS which is broad in scope
could only authorise a program of logging within a region, but has confirmed that detailed
site specific EISs, which examine the impacts upon the particular environments being
affected, may be required. Fortunately, since 1992 and the advent of the TI(IP) Act, the role
of consent authority has been transferred to the Minister for Planning.

NEFA believes that consideration of regional landuse planning lies within the ambit of the
foreshadowed interim and comprehensive regional assessments, to be overseen by the
Department of Urban Affairs and Planning, in line with the NFPS.

Recommendations:

* that EISs approved by the National Party Minister for Planning be revisited to review
the areas and extent of logging approved in the plainly political EIS determination in
the light of considerations of ecological sustainability and changes in management
practice and expected timber volumes;

* the MA-wide EISs still being prepared for SFs be suspended until at least the completion
of the interim regional assessment processes.

¢ the Ti ' i be amended a.s.a.p., and later
repealed, to ensure all forestry operations are returned to the ambit of the EP&A Act;

* GSFs prepare site specific EISs, for areas proposed to be logged during this transition until
a ‘comprehensive regional assessment’ in line with the NFPS, has been completed.
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It will be only after the interim assessment process identifies forests potentially required for
a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system, that forests available for
timber production will be able to begin to be properly identified. If a precautionary

approach is used in identifying DFAs, as outlined above, additional areas of forest:

potentially available for timber production, will be identified as the process of
comprehensive regional assessment proceeds.

NEFA does not support the notion that in these residual native forests or plantations that
industry should have ‘an open go’ as an unregulated rural industry. An ecologically
sustainable forest industry does not mean trashing the regrowth forests. The recent
introduction of the controversial ‘patch clearfelling’ technique is inconsistent with ESD
and cannot be permitted to continue, let alone represent the future direction of forest
management. Flora, fauna, water and soil conservation and yield limits will require
effective regulation if future forestry operations are to achieve ecological sustainability.

Recommendation:

* at the completion of the comprehensive regional assessment, EISs will still be required
for forestry operations in forests where operations will cause a significant impact on the
environment as per the existing test under ss.111 & 112 of the EP & A Act.

The information compiled during the regional assessment procesé should ensure that
these post ‘c.r.a.”EISs are accurate and relevant documents.

4. TIMBER INDUSTRY RESTRUCTURING

NEFA supports the structural adjustment package contained in Labor’s Forestry Policy. We
believe that affected individuals and families should be compensated and assisted if the
new Government policy adversely affects them.

We remain considerably less supportive of compensation to companies and mill operators,
who have had numerous opportunities to enter into industry restructuring voluntarily,
follow emerging market trends or respond to changing consumer & community attitudes.

NEFA is concerned that the context in which the new Labor Government is approaching
the complex task includes a commitment that “no jobs will be lost” during the transition.

We believe that applying such a ‘rule’ is unrealistic and totally beyond the control of the
Government. No matter what the Government does, even if it did nothing, jobs will
continue to be lost in the timber industry, just as they have been steadily lost over the last
three decades (at least)! A ‘no job lost’ position is simplistic, misleading and undeliverable.
Emphasis on compassionate support and assistance for any. affected parties, while
highlighting the unique bio-diversity at risk, would be more credible.

NEFA is aware of numerous mills in NE NSW which, over the last few years, have been
proposed for closure. These mills have only continued operations on an interim basis
pending the completion of MA-wide EISs, through gross overcutting and more subsidies.

When BORAL took over Duncans operations no mill was closed, but BORAL staff said
publicly that decisions on mill amalgamation were awaiting decisions on timber supply

»
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following the completion of FC/SF’s ElSs. Clearly these mill closures and job losses, which
are imminent, are a result of normal corporate restructuring and streamlining.

We believe that after any announcement by the new Labor Cabinet, the National Party
heavyweights who have run the NE timber industry for the last 8 years will cynically sack
staff and apportion blame for the lost jobs on the ALP Government and the ‘greenies’.

It would be politically naive not to expect that this blame will occur no matter what the
announcement contains, and should be accepted as a “given’ in timber industry politics.

The threat of industry backlash and blaming must be faced down and exposed. :
Industry’s threatening and intimidating position must not shape what Labor decides to do
for our high conservation value forests, lest atternpts to avoid contrived and politically
inspired industry wrath robs the Carr Government of the value of any effective action.

Hard decisions must be taken which safeguard our unique biological and cultural diversity.
The National & Liberals parties could not make them.
We hope that the Carr Labor Government will.

A slavish adherence to a ‘no jobs lost’ policy will dangerously undermine credibility in the
new ALP government by players on all sides, and will effectively rule out consideration of
many sensible interim arrangements which could realistically manage transition out of
NSW’s HCV forests.

These interim arrangements could provide tangible means of increasing employment
opportunities both inside and outside the timber industry and potentially increasing
overall levels of employment.

Given the massive job losses which occurred within the industry during the last 3 decades
of frustratingly slow change, it is unrealistic in the extreme, to seek, or be given absolute
commitments that ‘no jobs will be lost’ as the timber industry finally moves into this
transition period of rapid change. '

In order to quantify the extent of the impact of employment, the new Government's policy
during this time of transition, NEFA recommends that the ALP should commission
independent auditors to conduct essential research into factors affecting the employment
of sub-groups of employees within the timber industry, '

NEFA notes with approval Labor’s Forestry Policy commitment to ‘a rapid evaluation of
existing regrowth forests to determine their suitability as replacement resource...’ [page 7).

The demand for fixed volumes is due to quotas cited within Wood Supply Agreements
which were entered into secretly and without public tendering processes by previous
governments. The legally binding nature of these contracts is in serious question and was
the subject of preliminary legal opinions by barristers Messrs Robertson and Donald during
the election campaign.

It is very important that each of these WSAs be examined by counsel for the Government,
having regard to the Monopolies Act, to determine the existence and nature of clauses
which permit FC/SF, the Government or Parliament to opt out of the agreements.
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NEFA recommends that regrowth forests only be provided as substitute resources for
previously allocated ‘old growth’ resource where there is an unavoidable and legally
enforceable requirement to continue to supply timber under a WSA.

Generally, NEFA accepts that some form of agreement to supply timber to industry
companies could be developed in the medium term, following the creation of the
‘comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system’, an articulation of a policy
framework and key indicators to define ecologically sustainable forestry and the
formulation of a ‘compulsory Code of Logging Practice’ and appropriate forest
managernent regulations. -

We believe that since FC/SF have repeatedly made significant errors in quantifying
standing timber volumes such a rapid assessment must be carried out by an independent
group or agency, outside FC/SFs, in a similar fashion to the Rainforest Inventory
commissioned by the Wran Government prior to its rainforest decision in 1982.

Such an evaluation could include:

¢ forest type and stand condition;

* age and disturbance history; .

* slope and other site conditions relevant to access and impacts.

In addition, NEFA believes that an immediate audit should be made of:
* the volume and species of unsawn logs held in each mill’s log dump, and
* the volume, species and specifications of sawn timber held in existing stockpiles.

An accurate audit of these volumes should allow estimations of:

* work still available in the mills processing unsawn logs, and

* the extent of broader employment impacts, if any, of a shortfall in the supply and
demand of sawn timber; '

 These audits will provide important information:

* to quarantine false claims of massive impacts on employment in the broad timber
industry, which includes carpenters and hardware store staff;
for “assistance assessment’ teams to use in evaluating claims of adverse impacts
to assess the level of adverse impact on companies and mill operators

* on the sequencing and timing of further measures to achieve structural adjustment.

Identification, support and case management of adversely affected parties

As recommended above, the Government’s Forestry Policy announcements should
provide considerable emphasis on the compassionate support and assistance for affected
parties, while highlighting the unique bio-diversity which is at risk.

The treatment of individuals and families who are affected parties will very quickly
become a ‘red hot’ political issue, within rural communities, if the difficulties inherent in
this period of rapid transition are not foreseen and managed well.

It is recommended that the Government ensure that anticipated political implications and
possible difficulties are effectively managed through a co-ordinated officer position.
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It cannot be over-emphasised that this officer must not be a present staff member of State
Forests or Forestry Commission. It is absolutely critical that this key position must be filled
by a person who is politically astute, loyal to Government, experienced and committed to
effectively managing the transition out of HCV forests. :

This staff member ought to be senior, and be located within the Premier’s Department or
the office of the Minister for L&WC. NEFA suggests that his position could be the
Governments nominee upon and convenor of the ‘tri-partite committee consisting of the
relevant employer, union and government’ which will operate the structural adjustment
program. {Labor’s Forestry Policy - NSW State Election: March 1995, page 8] '

Support and assistance for affected parties .

The following suggestions are made as possible steps to achieve support for and deliver

assistance to affected parties: ‘ '

* convene ‘tri-partite committee’ to agree upon the criteria cited in Labor's Forestry Policy
on p13, and to develop intemnal protocols & relevant materials on: ‘

* definition of an adversely affected: party; _
* processes of assessment of extent of adverse affect;
* the range of ‘adjustment’ options available to be offered to affected parties;
* involving other State and Commonwealth government staff in providing assistance
* community conflict resolution and dispute mediation; etc
* . identify timber workers likely to be affected in transition; medium & long terms;
" Several processes could be employed to undertake this identification:
* voluntary self identification;
* consultations with employers, councils, unions, community groups, regional
economic organisations and Chambers of Commerce;
* advertisements inviting submissions from adversely affected parties;
* adesktop review by a regional economist;
which could contribute to :

¢ the compilation of a Register of Affected Parties which would confidentially list the
workers affected, their present hours worked, and wage/incomes being received ;

* organise major public meetings within rural communities, on ‘wage support’ days, to

- explain accurately the governments’ intentions and to answer urgent concerns;

* affected parties (be they mill workers contractors etc) could be offered one day per
fortnight of wage support and contact with the ‘assistance assessment’ teams working
for the “tri-partite committee’ ;

* case-managers could be appointed for each affected party or. small ‘group of affected
parties to follow individual cases and provide ongoing assistance during the transition;

These ‘wage support’ days could provide immediate opportunities during the transition

period for employers and government by allowing time for '

* theidentification of affected parties on a ‘case by case basis’,

* the exposition of the range of state and Commonwealth programs available to affected
families and individuals, and :

* consultation and individual case management.

As the process of ‘assistance assessment’ proceeds. the rate of ‘wage support days at
designated mills could increase, culminating in a final date by which ‘transition’ programs
will have been effected. Ongoing income support could then be achieved from within
existing or new, ongoing programs such as the education training allowance.

10



NEFA Submission to Premier Carr - ‘Managing Transition out of HCV Forest’ - June 95

I

Options for the implementation of the structural adjustment program .

NEFA notes with approval the inclusion on page 13 of Labor's Forestry Policy of two

options to be considered by the ‘tri-partite committee’ in implementing the structural

adjustment program viz:

* redeployment andfor training to logging inan alternate area such as regrowth andfor
hardwood/softwood plantation forests; andfor

* redeployment andfor retraining to value adding establishments using regrowth or
hardwood/softwood plantation resource”

We would also support your Government offering assistance to small communities with
significant employment in the timber industry to establish value adding industries e.g. a
medium density fibreboard plant, that would use sawmill waste, thinnings, heads butts etc.

Such plants could make existing sawmills and felling operations more proﬁtable and
ecologically sustainable by using their ‘waste’. The plants could, with assistance from NSW

and Commonwealth governments, also retrain and employ timber workers whose jobs -

were affected by reduction in available ‘old growth’ forest sawlog supply. Assistance under
your ‘industry adjustment funding package’ could come in the form of interest free loans
over three years of setting up such plants . Tax incentives could also be applied.

We recommend that additional redeployment and/ or retraining options be considered by

the “tri-partite committee’ , incdluding :

* forest rehabilitation and/ or vegetation regeneration;

* establishing new and maintaining existing plantations; '

* managing and establishing & maintaining new infrastructure within, the new Parks
and Reserves which will make up the ‘comprehensive, adequate and representative
reserve system’ promised by the National Forest Policy Statement.

In support of the first of these additional options NEFA asserts that many of the forests
that will be required for a ‘comprehensive adequate and representative reserve system’
will have been degraded by logging and will require some rehabilitation and/or
regeneration if they are not to continue to deteriorate. This work could include:

* weed and feral animal control, . s0il conservation works

. enrichment plantings and,

* seed collection and replanting in Timber Stand Improvement (TS]) areas of SF.

Additionally, there are many rural areas in urgent need of forest regeneration i.e. mass
plantouts followed by ongoing maintenance, for environmental purposes such as

¢ soil conservation, . wildlife corridors,

* riparian filter strips, . water table stability,

" » flood mitigation etc.

Existing Federally funded organisations such as Greening Australia, LandCare groups etc,
have significant capacities to absorb additional staff and undertake such plantings as a
feature of transition. New organisations could also evolve within rural regions to tap into
existing Commonwealth funding, current available through the REAP, LEAP and Jobskills

employment programs.

11
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The )sjecond suggested option is a logical outcome of the ‘landmark plantation timber .
strategy” outlined on page 9 of Labor’s Forestry Policy. '

Additionally, in areas previously intensively harvested, regrowth forests not under a
moratorium, could be thinned during early stages of regeneration to diminish
overcrowding, providing employment, maximising speed of growth and delivering a
quick, guaranteed future resource. ‘

The employment opportunities of NEFA’s third suggested option probably has the greatest
potential albeit in the medium to long terms, but should not be overlooked in the ‘#ri-
partite committee’s’ relevant considerations. It would be unfortunate if these emerging
opportunities for increased employment in natural resource management went
unrecognised and interested people were not encouraged to enrol in relevant training,
such as TAFE or university.

In short to medium term employment opportunities could be created in overhauling the
limited recreational facilities within the new Parks and Reserves, through upgrading
facilities presently within State Forests, constructing walking tracks, interpretation facilities
and basic management infrastructure such as fences, signage etc.

5. FOREST MANAGEMENT POLICIES

So serious have been the ongoing breaches of public trust and competent management by
Forestry Commuission of NSW and its trading name State Forests that nothing short of a
total overhaul of all SF management and operational policies is now justified by the new
Government.

That review must be carried out by personn'él external to the existing FC/SF culture and
must have the confidence of the community and relevant academic disciplines. The
review must not be undertaken internally by the existing staff of FC/SFs.

Prior to this overhaul, an immediate and major policy task which needs initiation is the
review of the ESD Working Group Report on Forests. This should lead on to the urgent
formulation of a policy framework and key indicators for the ecologically sustainable
management of NSW’s forests in line with Labor’s Forestry Policy commitment for the
‘production of Forest Management Plans’ which will be statutory and ‘established
according to principals (sic) of ecological sustainable development..." [page 5]. '

The role of forests in the production of water and the economic value of this resource
must form an important consideration in of any assessment of ecological sustainability.

Currently the Commonwealth Bureau of Statistics (as per 1995 Budget figures) is
conducting a four year economic analysis of the value of forests. Additionally, the North
Coast Environment Council Inc has begun preliminary work on valuing forests for their
water outputs, based on the landmark study of the Melbourne Water Boards Catchment in
the Thomson River Catchment, commissioned and now suppressed by the Kennett Liberal
Government. This research, when completed, ought to be incorporated into any emerging
definition of ESD in forestry. '

12
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It is essential that SFs accept new principles of ‘wholistic’ ecologically sustainable forest
management and harvesting, which we believe includes recognition of the value of forests
in water production, mixed species plantations, organic principles, permaculture design
techniques, ete.

This framework and key indicators could later be further developed into a registered
Australian Standard once research into ‘water valuing’ has concluded, via public
participation & peer review by the scientific community.

Once the crucial first step has been taken, particular documents should be subject to critical
review and rewriting by say, a panel of ecologists, forest economists and management
consultants, consistent with the framework and key indicators. These include:

all internal policies including Native Forests, Wildlife, Plantations, Fol access;

all s.120 NPWS ‘licences to take & kill’ and their prescriptions; -

all EPA pollution control licences (‘licences to pollute’) and their conditions;

existing or draft ‘new’ Codes of Logging Practice.

Pending the completion of this major policy review, ‘patch clearfelling’ and other
controversial intensive management techniques which are plainly not consistent with
_ESD should be immediately ceased.

Additionally, management practices and policies which prevent public accountability, such
as the vicarious dosure of forests to members of the public and media by District Foresters
must cease immediately. The value, means & accountability of such closures ought to be
examined during the preparation of new forest management legislation, suggested below.

A set of interim agreements on harvesting prescriptions for regrowth forests and
plantations during the transition period is also urgently required to successfully manage
the transition. ‘

These should be prepared by the Principal Forest Regulator in line with Labor’s Forestry
Policy [page 6] and could form a Code of Logging Practice for the transition period.

In order to have any tangible effect this new Code will require qualified people in the
forests to monitor compliance of logging practices. This could provide additional
employment opportunities and would probably require specialist retraining.

A comprehensive public list of forestry definitions could be developed and adopted
including commonly used terms such as: old growth forests, habitat trees, watercourse,
rainforest etc. to end ongoing confusion and procrastination.

NEFA notes with approval Labor's Forestry Policy’s recognition of the ’uf'gent need to
establish an independent pricing policy based primarily on the market value of the timber
resource’ |page 5]

We welcome the idea of State Forest management becoming economically viable by

charging the real costs of providing timber. This could be done by charging a level of
royalties that reflects the true value of native timbers as if they were grown in plantations.

13
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NEFA urges the Government to ensure that State Forests and the people of NSW do not
provide hidden subsidies to industry, through providing roading, machinery etc. Any
industry subsidies should be open and transparent and provided in such a way that
benefits flow to the broader community.

6. FOREST MANAGEMENT STRUCTURES

NEFA believes that a fundamental overhaul of State Forest management structures and
personnel is urgently required if the new Carr Government and the public. of NSW can
have any confidence in future management of the public forest estate.

We support the groundswell of opinion within the NSW environment movement and
other natural resources management agencies and academic institutions for major
institutional reform of the NSW Forestry Commission and its trading body, State Forests.

In particular, we support a breakdown of the Forestry Commission ‘culture’ described by
the Public Accounts Committee via the employment of people with a broad range of
qualifications within a new ecologically sustainable forest management agency.

We note with approval that in Labor’s Forestry Policy a commitment is given that ‘A Carr
Labor Government will corporatise State Forests’. [page 4]

We recommend that as part of this corporatisation process:

* the Minister for L&WC review progress made in implementing the recommendations
made by the Public Accounts Committee in its. Report on the Forestry Commission,

- with a view to expediting unimplemented recommendations of the PAC;

* the Forestry Act (1916) be repealed and replaced with new legislation which embodies
Labor’s Forestry Policy and which has. ecological sustainability as the goal of forests
management; '

* responsibility for the management of flora, fauna, soils and water be removed from
State Forests and passed to NPWS, Soil Conservation Service and the EPA respectively,
to prepare for the Principal Forest Regulator, management prescriptions and
management plans for the natural attributes and relevant non-logged parts of
“harvesting plans; '

* the Government initiate a one year period of transition in forest management to allow
the preparation of new forestry legislation and the creation of the new corporatised

. management authority for the public forest estate;

* the Principal Forest Regulator have the staff and resources to monitor compliance with
regulatory requiremerits and act as an Environmental Ombudsman in receiving and
following up upon complaints of non-compliance made by members of the public.

14
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7. COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL ASSESSMENT

NEFA wishes to have considerable further input into the process of comprehensive
regional assessment. We note with approval that Labor’s Forestry Policy guarantees a role
in the assessment process for the participation of interest groups such as ours.

For example: NEFA recommends that comprehensive regional assessments should
incdlude an economic assessment of timber, water, tourism and other values of forests. i.e.
if cutting timber reduces water then the cost of that lost water should be part of the cost of
timber production.

NEFA will make a major submission to Cabinet on comprehensive regional assessments
in due course. a

REFERENCES
* Edwards, M. (1994) ‘A Study to Identify Old Growth Forest at Wild Cattle Creek’,
NEFA/NCEC/CEC
* Regional Forest Agreements: the Commonwealth Position, February 1995
* National Forest Policy Statement, Council of Australian Governments, December 1992
* Labor’s Forestry Policy - NSW State Election: March 1995,
¢ Letter from The Hon Bob Carr to Ian Cohen, The Greens NSW 16 March 1995:

» National Forest Conservation Reserves - Commonwealth proposed criteria: A Discussion
Paper, Mar 95;
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N.E.F.A.

North East Forest Alliance

Ph/Fax 066 224 737. C/-149 Keen St Lismore 2480.

12 July 1995
MEMO
To: NSW FOREST CONSERVATION GROUPS
ACF Peter Wright NCC Sid Walker
NPA Annes Reeves TEC Jeff Angel
TWS James Day - NCEC  Terry Parkhouse
Colong  Keith Muir CCSERAC Craig Darlington

SEFCC Simon Clark

Re: Resource and Conservation Assessment Council (RaCAQ)
proposed appointment of Jeff Angel Director Total Environment Centre Inc (TEC)

Refer:

Labor’s Forestry Policy statement: NSW Election Campaign March 1995

Letter 5 July to Jeff Angel TEC co-signed by Minister Knowles, Allan and Yeadon
Fax 7 July to Forest Groups from Jeff Angel of TEC encl copy of Ministers’ letter

Summary

NEFA does not support:

* the proposed appointment of only one conservation interest representative;
* the Government nominating the environment movements’ representative;
* under the current proposed model and process, the current nominee.

NEFA has serious queries about the RaCAC role and the implementation of other
components of Labor’s Forestry Policy as stated during the recent state election.

Support is sought from other NSW Forest Conservation Groups on NEFA position, as
stated below, on the range of issues which arise from the Government’s initiative, to
build a state-wide consensus position for a credible interim assessment process.

Relevant Issues

Jeff’s fax of 7 July to Forest Groups raises 3 very pertinent issues relating to the criteria
defining forests to be considered via ‘interim assessment’ for moratorium pending the
‘comprehensive regional assessments’:

* what is the status of the ‘re-examination” of the current mapped Forest Conservation
Strategy areas i.e. who will ‘re-examine’, will areas smaller than 200 ha. be considered?;

* Commonwealth requires in addition to OGF and wilderness, a list of Deferred Forest
Areas (DFAs) across the range of high conservation values, as per the recently
announced Commonwealth ‘C.R.A.’ criteria;

* Yeadon appears personally committed to other values being protected: world Heritage,
Aboriginal heritage, Bio-diversity;

-1-
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NEFA believes that
¢ it is essential that State Forests NSW (SFNSW) not be the agency which conducts the
‘re-examination’ of the previous announced Forest Conservation Strategy Maps
* NSW Government has to get its act together and identify DFAs using the
y  Commonwealth criteria without further delay;
> » the Commonwealth should refuse to accredit the current NSW processes of identifying

* OGF, & appropriate DFAs; and for conducting regional assessments (NRAC! or RaCAC);

* Yeadon is right to nominate the above issues as deserving assessment and appropriate
protection, but they aren’t the only ones!

Consultation process

Jeff’s fax also raises the question of the consultation process for interim assessment.

He nominates a need for financial support for environment movement research and
networking.

On the issue of Jeff’s appointment to the RaCAC, NEFA does not support his participation
in the RaCAC as proposed. No insult or offence is intended to Jeff but it is the view of
NEFA that he should not be supported as the nominee of the Government as the rep
for NSW forest conservation groups at this time. In the best non-violent tradition
NEFA would ‘block’ any consensus on his appointment via the current process.

Under NEFAs proposal outlined below, the issue of who represents the Sydney based forest
conservation groups would be for the groups themselves to determine. (From here, it
would appear that a nominee from the NPA Reserves Committee would be a logical choice.)

Jeff’s point that an efficient process is crucial is correct.

NEFA supports:
* financial support for environment movement research and networking;

* the provision of adequate support for representatives on such committees including
travel and telephone budgets;

* 3 representatives nominated by the environment movement: one each for the north
east & south east regions, and one for the Sydney based groups;

This broader representation by the environment movement will be most conducive to a

v rapid and efficient assessment process which can have the confidence of the regional
)} forest conservation groups. '

NEFA recommends that if an increase of 2 ‘green’ reps MUST mean 2 additional
appointments by industry interests, to preserve a sense of ‘balance’ these could be
regional industry community reps: one each from the NE & SE. Though the
contribution these reps might make in applying the Commonwealth criteria is

presently unknown, their participation would certainly improve the co-ordination of
the interim assessment.

e ALP Gou
A quick acceptance of the needs of the conservation moveme'::{, /{a‘tﬁg!'ﬁlag ‘g'gument and
defensive postures, will also speed the process of interim assessment.

Environment movement reserves the right to advise directly
NEFA supports Jeff's final point on the environment movement, particularly forest

groups reserving the right to advise the Ministers and Parliament directly 3s important,
and NEFA supports this being made clear at the outset.
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Criticisms and Queries
NEFA believes that the consultation process by the Government in initiating the RaCAC is
far from satisfactory.

!
L]
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The “interim assessment’ process is a crucial stage for forest conservation and the credibility of any
subsequent comprehensive regional assessment depends on a credible interim process;

A lack of clarity on interim criteria leading to errors and / or omissions in decisions made now on
an interim basis, will not be able to be later corrected via the comprehensive regional assessment
process;

The notion of RaCAC replacing the Natural Resources Audit Council (NRAC) is curious since
NRAC was clearly the Coalition (read National Party) vehicle for pre-empting and diverting (read
rorting) the public process of comprehensive regional assessments involving all stakeholders
incduding the Commonwealth;

Does the ALP now propose to also have a vehicle to rort the democratic, representative
comprehensive regional assessment process they negotiated with the environment movement and
The Greens NSW, promised in detail in their pre-election policy?

No documentation of a change of Forestry policy, the membership of RaCAC or its precise criterion
and terms of reference is available. Although the inclusion of private land is welcomed, it appears
that we are being asked to sign a blank check! ‘

No appointments have been made to the Forestry Advisory Council (FAC), the peak consultation
mechanism promised on p3 of Labor’s Forestry Policy, even on an interim basis pending promised
legislation. An Advisory Committee under s22 of the EPA"& A ACT is a presently available
interim vehicle for the FAC;

Labor’s Forestry Policy on p.7 promises at the third dot point that the interim assessment process
will involve all stakeholders at a regional level. NEFA believes this involvement must include
participation in the overall co-ordination committee (be it RACC or RaCAQ);

No appointments have been made to either the Regional Assessment Committees (RACs) or
Regional Assessment Co-ordination Committee (RACC) promised on p8 of Labor’s Forestry Policy.
Until the RaCAC interim assessment process is reconciled with the agreed & public policy
statement it will appear ‘ad hoc” and unrelated;

Clarification from the Government via Jeff indicates that RaCAC may replace the Regional
Assessment Advisory Council (RACC). Which body will RaCAC replace?

Appointing technical committees without the constitution of the promised advisory processes of
FAC & RACC s irregular and inconsistent with a commitment to “playing by the agreed rules’;

Does the “ad hoc” appointment of a RaCAC mean that other processes and commitments promised
in the Forestry policy document have been silently withdrawn and new versions are now in place?

The Government has effectively compromised Mr Angel’s involvement by nominating him rather

than seeking nominations from the NSW environment movement as has been the usual practice for
many years; :

Conclusion

There is an real urgency to organise and commence the interim assessment process,
however this urgency cannot be allowed to overwhelm a publicly agreed process, and
substitute political expediency for credible representative public participation.

Can we quickly agree to a statewide position which will allow this to occur?

JR Corkill NEFA Co-ordinator 12/7/1995 (//PM .
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AT: Office of the Premier of NSW, The Hon. Bob Carr, MLA
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FROM: John Corkill

MESSAGE:

Please ensure that the following letter and submission are drawn to Mr Carr’s personal
attention. I would appreciate advice of how the recommendations contained within this
submission will be addressed by the new Government. Thanks for your assistance.

Cheersl

JRC

If this Fax is imperfect, please phone the sender on (066) 224 737
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Experimental '

Treatment

Code Summary of Comment

T}P

City-
Active
Sensory
Involvement

[no response]

smells, traffic noise

plants and people in mall

ugly buildings, new development

couldn't smell anything

lack of participation by other group members

strange to use senses in this way, more aware of things than usual

embarrassment
ralaxed, carefree walk

embarrassment
embarrassment

noise

Park-
Passive
Sensory
Involveament

+ +

+ +

need for guidance, to be shown the interesting stuff
noise of cars and trucks

signs that failed to use 'please’

animals in small cages

peaceful and enjoyable walk in an enjoyable place

-

car noise

lack of social interaction
cleanliness

whole atmosphere relaxing
caged animals, ill and uncared for

others in group

pleasant experience

beauty of nature

artificial elements (traffic noise, false irrigation)

[no responsse]
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The Hon. Kim Yeadon, 20 June 1995
Minister for Land and Water Conservation,

Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney 2000.

Per fax no.

Dear Mr Yeadon,
Re: Implementation of Urgent Rescheduling of Forestry Operations

Thank you for invitation to attend your presentation and discussion session last Tuesday
at the Granville Town Hall. T was especially pleased to hear of your commitment to saving
high conservation value forests and your enthusiam for quickly achieving timber industry

restructuring.
06F)

In particular your personal commitment to protect ‘old growth’ forestpareas smaller than

'200ha was recognised by the NEFA representatives present as a major stepﬁ@ard and

crucial goal in achieving the conservation of key types and areas of ‘old growth”forests.
Thank you for your positive response to our expressed concerns and requests.

As you know many compartments have significant, though small, areas of ‘old growth’
within them, yet apparently do not ‘qualify’ for protection by State Forests. One very
important State Forest where smaller patches of ‘old gx@@v#h” forest remain is the Wild
Cattle Creel®lin Dorrigo Management Area. Logging of OGF in this forest have beep the
subject of dispute several years. Of particular concern are compartments nos. 512 - 515,{579?

1 have supplied Ms Wong in your office, with copies {f%(naps pﬂﬁe,%i‘z;dﬂjlﬁ%%z\
considers to be “contentious areas” of OGF%SRich require protection from logging. As
usual there were several drafts of these key maps produced by NEFA. An earlier draft
version was provided to District Forester John Ball, who was also provided with the later
version and advice that this Jatest version would be provided to your office. _
I confirm that the NEFA compartment maps, which identify small areas of OGF that

require your protection, are the latest maps supplied by me to Ms Wong.

Following the most recent dispute in this State Forest, | received a fax message on behalf of
NEFA on 9 June 1995 from Penny Wong per David Ridley, advising that ~
“the Minister has instructed SF to refocus logging away from contentious arveas withi Yhe
compartments for a short period while advice is sought from other agencies”

I spoke today with Graham King, North Region Manager, followed a media report that
logging would proceed in Wild Cattle Creek SF. Our conversation reveals an apparent
continuing failure by SF to understand the intent of Labor’s Forestry Policy or your
personal goal of resolving forest disputes in NE NSW, and/or an ignorance of the policy
commitments given by you to me and other environmentalists at our briefing last week.

. _‘1_.



The Greens NSW Election Campaign '95 » Ph (02) 267 4410 = Fax (02) 267 3158

* Media Release % /‘,

Attention: HEALTH /POLITICS JOURNOS Thursday -16 Ma}c:h 1995

YOUTH SUICIDE RATES PROVE NEED
FOR A COMMISSIONER FOR
CHILDREN & YOUTH

The Greens today repeated their call for a Commissioner for/Children and Youth
following reports of alarmmgly jgh rates of youth suicide of approx1mate1y 16 per
100,000 of population in Australxa%md ‘about one youth suicide’a day since 1987".

“Australian society must realise that suicide is a sign of the’ social alienation and deep
despair Australian youth feel about our present society and their part in the future of our
Australian culture,” said Ms Josephine Faith, The Greens NSW No. 2 Upper House
candidate, at the March 25 election.

/I
Ms Faith said that, as a major health problem, youth Suicide must be addressed urgently
with adequate funding for vital social services in both city and rural areas and an end to
the liberal availability of guns.

“The appointment of a Commissioner for Chlldren and Youth would give young people
a special opportunity to voice their fears and concerns and would show them that society
does care about their needs,” said Ms Faith.

“The Commissioner’s primary role woul/d be to independently represent the interests of
young people, free from the political pomtscormg and draconian ‘law and order’ policies
which young people find repugnant,” Ms Faith said.

The Greens NSW believe that a Comm1551oner for Children & Youth would have the
advantages of reporting to the Federal Parliament, independent of any particular minister
or government department, as was done in New Zealand and Britain.

“Legislation to create the posmon of Cornmxsswner for Children should provide a
statutory privilege for conimunications between children and the Commissioner, and
should empower the Commlssmner to draw up and circulate a proposal for a code of
practice on confldentlahty and other ethical issues,” she said.

“The Greens reject th’e Shooter’s Party platform and demand the registration, compulsory
safe storage and monitoring of all guns in metropolitan and rural areas, ” said Ms Faith.

“There must be'a dramatic shift in funding away from the agents of ‘law and order’.
Public funds must be used to meet the health needs of our despairing youth,” she said.

“The American model of ‘living by the gun’ has failed to create a healthy society in the
US. More young people than ever are dying due to guns. These US influences leading to
social decay are being manifested in Australia. Youth suicide and grieving families are
the results of this legacy,” Ms Faith said.

“In NSW we must take action to restore young people's vision, promote life affirming
values and renew their hope for the future,” said Ms Faith.
...ends.
For more info Phone: Josephine Faith on 02 267 4406w or 02 550 4515 h,




(Draft 1 - 20 June 1995)

It alarms NEFA that:

State Forests apparently intends to recommence logging in the contentious areas
because “a short period’ has passed; they have technically complied with the Ministers
direction; and history shows that SFNSW will do what they (and industry) want unless
constrained;

we have nd information on action to satisfy your earlier commitment to seek advice
from'{herll‘ agencies on the values of these “contentious areas”, nor do we know how
this advice was taken into account by your office;

it appears that advice from NPWS has not been reflected in the nomination, by
SENSW, of the key compartments in Wild Cattle Creek SF as ‘Regrowth - Merchantable
(Yellow)” in the maps prepared for your announcement last week}

no direction appears to have been issued to State Forests to the ePfect that controversial
areas of forest, said to be OGF, will NOT be logged until the Minister’s offjce is satisfied:
the Minister’s commitment to protect small areas of OGF has not been communicated
to SFNSW senior management;

SFNSW has not told Regional and District staff that small areas of OGF are h@-?-t—o be
logged and to revise any current Harvesting Plans accordingly;

Regional and District Manager have not directed timber industry contractors to strictly
observe revised Harvesting Plans.

My colleague Dailan Pugh is currently preparing advice to you on the grave errors and

7

inaccuracies in the maps supplied to yoy for your announcement last week by SENSW.,
gWCMyaA,“QGAW s Adeiee ]k .
“eethe-meartime-] again request your action to ensure that Labor’s Foresty Policy and your

recent announcements and commitments are quickly and effectively implemented.

Will you please advise me, as soon as possible:

what advice was sought and obtained from which other agencies regarding the
conservation values of the “contentious areas” within Cpts 512-515?

what directions have you given to SFNSW to implement your commitment to protect
small areas of OGF from loggir(sy

what steps SFNSW have taken-td revise current Harvesting Plans, for Compartments
with small areas of OGF, in accordance with your policy commitments to protect these

small OGF areas?
?

Pending your provision of answers to these questions, NEFA requests that you simply
‘freeze’ logging in Cpts 512-515 until you have all the necessary information we seek.

I cannot emphasise strongly enough the need for this immediate ‘stop work’ step given
SENS Shjstory of wilful action contrary to law and government policy.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I look forward to your reply.

Yourssingerely,

S

4 Higginson



The Greens NSW

State Election 1995 Campaign Office:
GPO Box 1220, Sydney 2001: 1st Floor, 168 Day Street, Sydney
Phone 02 267 4410, 02 267 4404, 02 267 4406 02 267 4407 Fax 02 267 3158.

Monday 20 March 1995
[ver..3.1 - 12.30am 19/3/1995]

Preference flows in
Sydney based seats

(L‘ls te d by group ) (*)} denotes marginal; (+) affected by aircraft noise.

SEAT CANDIDATE PREFERENCE FLOW
Ashfield(+)/ Paul Fitzgerald to Democrats, NAN, then Exhaust
Gordon Ross Knowles Exhaust
Heffron Mark Berriman Exhaust
Marrickville (+) Bruce Welch to Democrats, DSP, NAN, Ind. Exhaust
Maroubra ’ ' Rory. Curphey to Democrats then Exhaust
North Shore Mervyn Murchie  Exhaust
Vaucluse Tom McLoughlin  to Democrats then Exhaust 81 7
Bligh Virginia Milson to Ind. {(C. Moore) then ALP
Camden(*) ' Vicki Kearney to Ind. then ALP
Coogee (*) Murray Matson
Drummoyne (*)(+) Jenny Ryde to NAN then ALP
Davidson Peter Tuor
Eastwood Alex Leplaar to ALP
Lane Cove Cameron Little to Democrats, NAN then ALP
Pittwater Chris Cairns to Democrats then ALP 8]

ill nnoun
Bathurst

For more info contact: Geoff Ash 02 267 4407 or John Corkill on 02 267 4406
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The actual volumes are orlticatmueeaf the Wood Supply Agreements

hat the WSA is legally binding. This wauld seem uniikely given T. Robertson's
recent opinion on the M2 based on the Monopolies Act. However we understand
[ that the WSA has has number of potential "outs’- it is based on the amount of
\J timber avallable (so will have tc be renegotiated in the light of reserve system

' changes) and also if the forest s "damaged”, this could be interprated as
"overcutting”, insufficient ragrowth, effect of insect damage stc.

/ So it seems to us that thers s plenty of scope to renagotiats the WSA based on

- ESD principles. At the same time regional planning issues such as which mills are
Important in lecal 2conomies and which are able to use smallef regrowth logs and
are making the most vaiue-added productseen be taken into account.

/ p 7 Govi should be careful not to close door'on new information. Both the

/ Commonwealth Bureau of Statistics (as per 1995 Budget allocations) is toing &
four-year economic analysis of the value of forests. The North Coast Environment
Council has also begun some preliminary work on valuing forests with respect to
water outputs based on the ground-breaking study commissioned (and now
supressad) by the Victorlan Liberal Government. It may be that in the next few
years [t will be shown that forests are most valuable fortheir water values and
should be mensged accordingly. (Interestingly, there are a number of officers with
State Fmaauppomve of this idea), Sothe Govt would befoclish to tie itself Into
) may be completely cut of date in say 4 years time when more

mes to hand.

# K '_!t Policles-add to para 5 pulp wood, salvage "and sawlogs"
tice of the water that Is used by the growing treés ehould be inciuded in
timber.

sdvantage of recognising the water value of forests is that it brings on side all
the dawmtrﬁm ueers from farmers to angiers and commercial fishers, oyster
g,.;wars townsfolk; gardarers stc. The support from these sectars couid be

important to stemming the north-coast hysteria that will be whipped up by the
Nationals.

Even a committment te Investigate the |k, after all the Dept. is about VWater
Conservation and water | the ctitical issus on the North Coast with Coffs Harbour
unable to sustein s iargar oity due to water shortages, ballingen aiming to shut out
all commercia’ “u 0 from the Bellinger River; and conslderable alarm about future
water shortage ' *eclln(ng water quality. Recraational anglers are sspecially
conoernad s aiting very difficult to catch a fish In & north-coast river and
anscdctal evidere suggests this is an exponential problem,

particularly with BORAL. We hear that ane lsgal opinion obtalned by the FPA has it -




- « * problem with current thinning geraﬂong'ﬂhich take dominant stems and leave
. small stuff. Forest getting progr@8sively younger > less water, less sawiogs, less
. fauna and flora diversity. more fire and disease prone.

ainforests largely logged out, job opportunities for seed collection,
‘and planting both within identified rif and on glearsd fand, Could gt
d'loggers to work together... shack horror.

with employing people with“Zoology and Hydrology degrees’ What
ts, geoic Ag. Sci, Resource Economists, Statisticians. etc , Sure
going training opportunities ete. but:lets not limit

I
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3.1.4___Demographics.

individuals living in the central suburbs of Cairns (who therefore did not
live in natural surroundlngs) These people were telephoned and asked
how often they visited natural enwronments such as National Parks, State
Forests and envnronmental parks. Those who answered "never" or "once a
year or Iess were ‘then asked to parﬂmpate further in the study. This
process was repea{ed _u_ntll 5 _men and 5 women agreed to an interview.

The basic method for recruitment of participants was by telephone
contact, introducing myself and the basic aims of the research, and
requesting the individual's involvement. The success rate with traditional
farmers was 42%. All alternative lifestylers | approached for an
interview (this was mostly in person, due to the lack of telephones within
this community group) agreed to participate. All environmental activists
selected also agreed to participate. Only 20% . of non-users of natural
environments contacted by telephone agreed to an interview.

a\.'

3.1.41  Age.iciq maion B TR A5 RV

A wide age range of aduits wereinterviewed (from 23 to 81). Alternative

- - lifestylers were typically the -youngest group, and traditional--farmers the_ .

oldest (see Tabie 1).

Table 1. A

Age Range Median L

-1scTraditional .Farmers. .. . ..o 31570 10 R B
Alterpative Lifestylers 23 62 34 |

Loap o v e T " ; 1= aim oy |
R A N A K. 5 L»'\,‘ Yam e RO LK &

Environmental Activists 26- 61

43.5 ,/
Non-Users 34-81

49.5 ——

28
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TABLE OF CONTENTS Page No.
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INTRODUCTION

NORTH EAST  FOREST ALLIANCE i8....
e an unincorporated network  of individuals and  community forest protection  groups,

working  in the public interest to enforce nsw law and protect our natural heritage;

* 3 volunteer decentralised alliance drawing on economic, ecological, legal and busheraft
expertise to pursue  its aims;

¢ committed to a policy of non-violent direct action;

¢ active in the tableland and coastal forests of NE New  South Wales.

Since its' formation in 1983, NEFA has Dheen campaigning to achieve;

¢ the protection of “old growth' forests, rainforests, endangered species, water catchments
and areas of koorl cultural ‘heritage significance;

¢ the implementation of a “comprehensive, adequate  and representative reserve  system’
that isbased on the best scientific research attainable (as per the National  Forest FPolicy).

¢+ the emergence of ecologically sustainable  forest industries;

* public participation in and public accountability  for public resource  management by
public authorities;

+ effective Freedom of Information procedures;

» the recognition  and protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage.

insert lists of court and forest protest actions during the Coalition  Government terms

office
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

[insert here when we know  what it is!]

URGENT RESCHEDBULING

HEFA is concerned that the proposed “urgent  rescheduling' will remove from  forestry
operaticns  only those state fcrests which  are ‘“unlogged or “lightly logged' as identified by
State Forests,

This is mot acceptable  to NEFA since SF has mno definition  of “old growth® forest  and
continues  to rely on inadequate, incomplete and 1inaccurate  compartment logying  histories,
in order to identify ‘unlogged'  or “lightly logged' forest.

SFs OGF  surveys appear to consist of limited, undocumented, unverified field inspections
by junior staff. The joint NPWS and SF  NRAC-funded *0l1d  Growth' project has utterly
failed to deliver clarity on this issue, due largely to SF staff's ongoing hostility to the
identification  and protection  of “old growth  forests.

In contrast, NEFA and the North  Coast Environment Council ~ Inc. have  published  our
methodelogy for identifying  OGF  (Edwards, M. (1994) A Study to Identify 01d Growth
Forest at Wild Cattle Creek', NEFA/NCEC/CEC}. This document underpins our request  for
the urgent rescheduling of forestry operations in the identified sections of Compartments

515, 514, 513 & 517 of Wild Cattle Creek SF.

NEFA notes  with  approval that in your letter to Ian Cohen, of The Greens  NSW, on 16
March 1995 (page 3) you assure Mr Cohen that "In regard to the rescheduling of State
Forest's logging  program in the first nine months of a Labor Government, we have clearly

indicated  that this will be undertaken following  advice from  the NPWS. ot

We are particularly concerned that reliance on State Forests identification  of “unlogged' or

“lightly logged® forest “will fall well short of the policy  commitment contained in Labor's
Forestry  Policy [p.7] that a Carr Government will  "urgently reschedule SFs*  logging
progranms to avoid logging and roading in high conservation value old growth  forests. and
identified wilderness areas pending  completion of an interim  assessment process.”

Recommendations:

+ all forestry operations in areas of forest identified as potential “old growth' forest bhe
immediately rescheduled.
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o the MA-wide EISs still being prepared  for SFs should be suspended until at least the
completion of the interim regional assessment processes.

« the Iimb ust Interim __ Protection) Bet 1992  be repealed and all forestry
operations  return to the ambit of the EP & A Act;

Itwill be only after the interim  assessment process identifies forests potentially required for

a comprehensive, adequate  and representative reserve  system, that forests available for
timber  production will be able to be properly identified. Additional areas will probably  be
added as production forests as the process of comprehensive regional  assessment proceeds.

NEFA  does rnot support the notion that in these vresidual native forests or plantations  that

industry  should have ‘an cpen go' as an unregulated rural  industry. An  ecologically
sustainable  forest industry does not mean  trashing the regrowth forests. Water and soil
conservaticn and yield limits will require effective regulation  if these operations are to

achieve  ecological sustainability.

+ EISs will stillbe required for forestry operations in forests where  operations will cause a

significant impact on the environment as per the existing test under ss.111 & 112 of the
EP & A Act.
The information compiled during  the regional  assessment process should ensure  that

these post “c.r.a.'BISs are accurate and relevant  documents.
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TIMBER IRDUSTRY RESYRUCTURING

NEFA supports  the structural adjustment package  contained  in Eabor's Forestry Policy. We

believe that affected individuals and families should be compensated and assisted if the
new  Government policy adversely  affects them.

We remain  considerably less supportive of compensation te companies and nill operators,
who  have had numerous opportunities to enter into industry  restructuring voluntarily,
follow  emerging market  trends or respond  to changing  consumer & community attitudes.
NEFA is concerned that the context in which the new Labor Government is approaching
the complex  task includes & commitment that "no jobs will be lost"™ during the transition.

We helieve that applying such & ‘rule' is unrealistic and totally beyond the control of the
Government. No matter what the Government does, even 1if it did nothing, jobs  will
continue  to be lost in the timber industry, just as they have Theen steadily lost over the last
three decades  (at least)! "No job losses' is simplistic, misleading and  undeiiverable.

We  believe that after any announcement by the new Labor Cabinet, the National Party
heavyweights who have 7run the NE timber industry for the last 8 years will cynically sack
staff and apportion  biame for the lost jobs on the Government and the “greenies’.

This blame will occur no matter what the arnouncement contains, and should  accepted as
a “given' within timber industry politics.

The threat of industry backlash and blaming must be faced down and exposed.
It"s threatening and intimidating position must not shape what Labor decides to do for our

high conservation value forests, lest attempts to avoid politically - inspired’ industry  wrath
rob the Carr CGovernment of the value of any effective action. Hard decisions must he taken
which  safeguard  our unique  biological and cultural diversity. The National & Liberals
parties could not make them. We hope that the Carr Labor Government will.

4 slavish adherence to a no jobs lost' policy will effectively rule cut consideration of many

sensible  interim arrangements which realistically accept transition out of the timber
industry will mean  job losses. These interim  arrangements could provide tangible means
of increasing employment opportunities outside  the timber  industry and  potentially

increasing  overall levels of employment.

An  immediate audit should be made of:
o the volume of unsaun logs held in each mill's log dump, and
¢ the volume and specs of sawn timber held in existing stockpiles.

Anr accurate audit of these volumes should allow estimations of:
work  still available in the mills processing  unsawn logs, and

+ the extent of broader  employment impacts,  if any, of a shortfall in the supply and
demand of sawn  timber;

-»
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1.2 mpling Design

Members of four community groups were chosen in an attempt to

represent the array of behavioural interactions with the natural
environment existing amongst local residents of the Wet Tropics region.
While it cannot be said that the sample is statistically representative of
the larger Wet Tropics community, the sampling design used gives voice
to a number of important and influential community groups. The use of
community groups as opposed to randomly selected individuals from the
general community, was particularly appropriate because of the
polarisation and conflict within the Wet Tropics community over the.
issues of environmental conservation and management strategies.

The community groups were chosen and defined on the basis of a
behavioural criterion - the type of physical interaction they regularly
have with their local natural environment, their "environmental lifestyle".
In this way, it was possible to investigate what sorts of attitudes, values
and experiences co-exist- with different environmental behaviours and

. lifestyles. The groups were. also. chosen to maximise the spread along two
postulated dimensions of physical interaction with the natural
environment: degree of interaction with nature (amount of time x
“naturalness" of environment)- and the extent of their impact on the
local environment. This results in a "behavioural array" of the study
groups as illustrated in Figure 2.
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These audits will provide  important information:

» o quarantine false claims of massive impacts  on employment in the broad timber
industry, which  includes carpenters and hardware store staff;

+ for “assistance assessment’ teams to use in evaluating  claims of adverse  impacts

* 1o assess the level of adverse impact on companies and mill operators.

need interim  agreements on harvesting prescriptions  for regrowth forests and plantations
during the tremsition period.

Answers for industry retraining, economics anrd alternative  plantation  establishment
Thinnings of regrowth forests  during early  stagers  of regeneration to  dimirish
cvercrewding could provide  employment, maximise speed of growth  and provide a quick

future resource.

Pecple  undertaking joint venture  plantation  agreements with SFs should be paid 25% of
the fimal retorn  (every 40 years) for their plantation at every temn year interval  of
production. i.e.at year 31 investors would have already vreceived 75% of their return.

The . Carr Government should  offer assistance to small  communities with  significant
employment in the timber  industry to establish value adding  industries  e.g. a medium

density fibreboard  plant, that would use sawmill  waste, thinnings, heads  butts etc. These
plants would make existing sawmills  and felling operations  more  profitable and ecological
by using their “waste'. They would  also retrain and employ timber  workers whose jobs
were  affected by reduction  in available sawlog  supply. Their assistance could come  in the
forn of interest free loans over three vyears of sSetting up. in addition, tax incentives  could
apply.

can other TFederally funded organisations such as Greening Australia,  LandCare groups  etc,
pick up job losses and move  to plantings as a feature of transition

Identification, wage support and case managesent of adversely  affected parties

Steps to achieve support for affected parties:
*  identify timber mills likely to be affected by policy decisions in short, medium and long

tern;
» offer mill workers  and contract workers one day per fortnight of wage support  and
contact with the ‘assistance assessment’ teams working  for the “tri-partite committee'

¢ develop  a Register of Affected Parties;
» appoint  case managers for each affected party or small group of affected parties;

These  “wage support’ days «could provide  immediate apportunities during  the transition
period for employers and  government by atlowing  time for

+ the identification  of affected parties on a “case by case basis' ,

» the exposition of the range of state and Commonwealth programs availahle to affected

families and individuals,  and
v consultation and individual case management.
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Figure 2. Postulated Behavioural Array of Community Groups.
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Appoint  case nanagers for affected parties who follow the progress of parties through  the
assessment and  adjustment processes.

As the process of ‘assistance  assessment' proceeds the rate of ‘“wage  support days at
designated  milis could increase, culminating in a final date by which  “tramsition' programs
will have been effected,

FOREST MANAGEMENT POLICTES
overhaul all 5F management palicies
overhaul all s.120 NPWS “licences to kill' and their prescriptions

overhaul all EPA  “licences to pollute' and their conditions
that ESD report on forests be implemented

SFs cannot be allowed to permit the trashing of the regrowth  forest
Patch clearfelling 1isnot consistent with ESD and should he hanned

develop and  adopt & comprehensive public list of forestry definitions  including:
old growth  forests, habitat trees, watercourse,

state forest management must  become economically viable by charging  the real costs of
providing timher  inciuding the level of profit, This would be done by charging and

appropriately higher level of royalties particularly for pulp wood and salvage.

State Forests and the people of NSH should not be providing subsidies, through  roading,
machinery provision,  that royalties do not pay for.

need interim  agreements on harvesting prescriptions for regrowth forests and plantations
during the tramsition period.

need ecological standards  for operations  in regrowth forests. need a committee to work  on
an Australian  Standard.

seed collection and propagation be coup{led with veplanting in TSI areas of SF.

that Water  Resocurces and S5CS be consulted on this process, along with local forest experts
and tree growers.

swall portable wills

SF must  accept new  principles  of ‘whelistic®  approach to forest management and
harvesting. e.g. mixed species  plantations, oryanic  principles, permaculture design
techniques,

Governgent to buy cleared marginal farmland and pay ex-contractors etc to work  setting
up plantation  with timber indurate and government to buy the Goverrnment out in the e
medium to long term



: Wet_ Tropi Resi ' Environm | Atti Val
Experiences 25
The community groups chosen for study, with a brief description of the
behavioural definition employed, are as follows"

TRADITIONAL FARMERS (mid-high interaction; substantive impact):
farmers who practice mainstream farming practices such as using
chemical pesticides and fertilisers.

ALTERNATIVE LIFE-STYLERS (mid-high interaction; modest impact):
Individuals who live in a rural or natural environment; grow a proportion
of their own food by organic methods; use alternative energy sources;
have a low level of consumption; and alternative sources of income
(markets, dole, etc).

NON-USERS OF NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS (low interaction; modest-

substantive impact):

Urban dwellers who visit natural environments once a year or less. le.,

individuals who do not directly use the natural environment as a source

<mzsamsese s income -or a dwelling-place; :are-net-involved in any environmental groups;

. nor_spend _much .of their leisure time paricipating in nature-based
activities. '

o=~ -- ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS . (low-high interaction; . modest-positive
impact):

. e w... "Active" (as defined by group organisers) members of: ,

‘-v-“'v"--=4==-~'-(1€=}grou'ps focussing -on -the ‘physical -activities of restoration, conservation,
protection of the natural- environment, permaculture, re-cycling, and tree-

- - planting. groups (Trees for “the ‘Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands, Atherton
Greenhouse Information Network and Recycling Group, Tablelands Organic
Growers Association);

(]-Dgroups focussing on social and_political activities to promote protection,
conservation and restoration of the natural environment, (Australian

" Employees of the timber industry were initially considered as an additional community group
suitable for study. However, after completion of interviews with the four other groups (May
1993}, | decided that it would be more efficient to focus on transcription and analysis of the
collected data, rather than to gather further information. In addition, individuals employed by the
timber industry are a declining proportion of the Cairns-Tablelands population, and occupy a
similar position to traditional farmers in the "behavioural array" of environmental interaction.
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POREST MANAGEMENT STRUCTURES

NEFA believes that a fundamental overhaul of State Forest management structures  and
personnel is wryently  required if the new Carr Government and the public of NSW can
have any confidence in future management of the public forest estate.

We support  the groundswell of opinion  within  the KSW environment movement and
cther  natural  resources management agencies  and  academic institutions for major
institutional  reform of the MNSW Forestry Commission and its trading body, State Forests.

We note that in Labor's Forestry  Policy a commitment is given  that “A Carr Labor
Government will corporatise  State Forests' . {page 4}

« that the Forestry Act (1916} be repealed and replaced  with new  legislation  which
enbodies Labor's Forestry Policy and which  has ecological sustainability as the goal of
forests management;

» that the Government initiate a one vyear period of transition in forest management in to
allow the preparation  of new forestry legislation and the creation of a new Management
Authority for the public forest estate;

need qualified people in the forests to monitor  compliance of logging practices
need an Envirommental Ombudsman

new  management authority:  revamped TCH as a realistic manager of resources; can let
water, tourists, fisheries, forestry industry and forests users argue amongst themselves.

employ  people with qualifications in Zoology and Hydrology in all key positions
make  degree gaining  opportunities available for all staff

COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL ASSESSMENT

NEFA wishes to have considerable further input into the process of comprehensive
regional  assessment. We note with approval  that Labor's Forestry Policy guarantees a role
in the assessment process for the participation  of interest groups such as ours.

For example: KEFA recoimends that comprehensive regional  assessients should
inclede an economic assessment of timber, water, tourism and other values of forests. i.e.

if cutting timber reduces water then the cost of that lost water should he part of the cost of
timber  production.
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Conservation Foundation; The Wilderness Society; Cairns and Far North
Queensland Environment Centre).

Participants' membership in these groups was ascertained by a checklist
administered as .part of the interview (see Appendix A.3)

Ten individuals were randomly selected from each community group. This
small number, in-comparison to standard statistical surveys, made it
logistically possible to elicit in-depth, detailed and personal information
about the subject matter at hand. While the research findings have as
much, if not more ecological validity than standard statistical surveys,
the small sample size from each community group makes it unwise to
claim representativeness of that community group. Group comparisons
should also be made with caution. The comparisons made in this report
‘must be taken to be comparisons between the groups of people who were
interviewed, rather than direct comparisons between each community
groups as a whole. However, this lack of generalizability must not bé

confused--with-lack-of importance; -significance;- or-power. Even if one - = -

individual brlngs up .a particular theme, it means that the_particular

theme is “OUT THERE in the socially constructed space.
(ew%f QW/MW: \.Qp/

A3 -

The basic model :for-:selection of- partlmpants was to generate lists of

--~individuals~who-belong-to each -of the communlty groups and then select 5

men and 5 women randomly from each list. These lists were generated in
different ways for each group. While the listings of farmers in the Yellow
Pages could be selected from directly, the list of alternative lifestylers
had to be created through many stages of contact within the local
community. A list of environmental activists in the region was created by
contacting the organisers of environmental groups ‘and asking for lists of
individuals regularly attending meetings or involved in the groups'
activities. ' |

The process of selecting "non-users" of the natural environment differed
slightly from this. The Cairns telephone book was used to randomly select



Questions ror Premier Bob Cazrt, .
Forestry & Conservation policies
of the NSW Labor Government in 1995

[Qs 4 I Cohen - ALP Forest Pol]

Issue A: Regional Forest Agreements with the Commonwealth

1/ What is the status of negotiations between the NSW and Commonwealth Governments
on Scoping Agreements for Regional Forest Agreements, under the framework of the
National Forest Policy Statement, for the NE, SE and Western regions of NSW ? [a)

2/ Who in Premier's Department is co-ordinating discussions with the Department of
Prime Minister and Cabinet on behalf of the Carr Government? b]

3/ Will the Premier provide a briefing on the Carr Government's internal inter--
departmental arrangements for negotiating, preparing and undertaking regional
assessments consistent with the National Forest Policy Statement? [c]

Issue B: Staffing of NSW forest management and assessment agencies

1/ What additional resources and staff have been provided to the Department of Planning,
and other NSW agencies to expand these departments’ capacities to implement
Government’s forestry policy? [d]

Issue C: Untangling the mess left by the Coalition Government

1/ Have written legal opinions been obtained by the Government from legal counsel on the
nature and extent of commitments in, and limits on, wood supply agreements (WSAs)
signed by previous governments? [¢]

2/ Will the Government table these legal opinions and relevant WSAs in the Parliament?
3/ Since the Carr Government has instituted a new assessment process for forests, what

action will be taken on EISs still being produced by FCNSW (SF) on a Management
Area wide basis for:

i) Dorrigo MA? (31 Oct 92) i) Casino MA? (31 Jul 93)

iii) Casino West MA (31 Jul 93) iv) Murwillumbah MA (

v) Gloucester MA? (30 Sep 93} Vi) Chicester MA (

vii) - Tenterfield MA (31 Oct 93) viii)  Urbenville MA? (31 Dec 93)

ix) Urunga MA (28 Feb 94) x) Walcha Nundle MA? (30 Apr 94)
xi) Styx River MA (30 Apr 94) xiiy  Warung MA (30 Jun 94)

xiii) Queanbeyan MA (30 Sep 94) xiv) Badja MA (30 Sep 94)

xv)  Wyong MA (30 Sep 94) [f]

4/ Will the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act 1992 be repealed and ALL forestry

operations returned to within the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (1979) ?

Notes:

[a] Regional Forest Agreements: the Commonwealth Position, February 1995

b] ditto - see sections on intra-government and inter-government organisational protocols
c] National Forest Policy Statement, see Eage 24

[d] Labor’s Foresngv Policy - NSW State Election: March 1995, see page 6 and Letter from The Hon Bob Carr to Ian Cohen, The
Greens NSW 16 March 1995: see page 1

[e] Labor’s Forestry Policy - NSW State Election: March 1995, see page 6
[fl as required inss.3eta per Schedule 4 of the TI(IP) Act 1992 {dates when EISs were first promised to be done)
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_ [PageZ: i Cohe - ALP Forest Po]

Issue D : Interim assessments process

1/ Is the Premier aware that the Commonwealth has requested NSW agencies to identify all
areas potentially required for a ‘comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve
system” (‘car.’) by August 95, in order to allow the Commonwealth to exclude these
areas from woodchip licences issued by the Commonwealth for 19967 [g]

2/ Does the Premier still agree that in order to allow all deserving areas of forests to be

identified for the ‘c.a.r’ reserve system, a range of conservation criteria wider than

: . ) 1
simply ‘old growth’ forest and wilderness, must be applied? [n)

3/ Will the Premier ensure that NSW agencies apply a full range of conservation criteria (in
addition to ‘old growth’ forest and wilderness values) in the Deferred Forest
Assessment to identify all areas potentially required for a ‘c.a.r’ reserve system’ for
forwarding to the Commonwealth? (i]

4/ Who has been appointed to the “Forestry Advisory Council * [j]

5/ What progress has been made on the promised ‘rapid evaluation of existing regrowth
forests”? |k

6/ How has the Carr Government acted to “urgently re-schedule State Forests’ logging
programs” to ensure the protection of HCV ‘old growth’ forest and identified
wilderness areas? [i]

7/ What steps have been taken to “initiate an interim assessment process, to be completed
within nine months, tnvolving all stakeholders at a regional level? |m]

8/ Who has been appointed to the “tri-partite committee consisting of the relevant
employer, union and government” (sic) which is to implement Labor’s timber
industry structural adjustment program on “an individual case by case basis”?|n]

9/ What approaches has the Carr Government made to the Federal Government “fo seek
funding assistance for industry structural adjustment”? (o)

10/ What funds have been identified by the Carr Government as being available from the
Federal Government for “labour market, retraining and relocation programs”? [p]

[s] advice from National Forest Policy Advisory Forum member Mr Dailan Pugh re briefing by Dept of Prime Minister and
Cabinet to Australian conservation groups, Canberra, May 95

[h] ditto see page 8 for commitment in ‘comprehensive regi assessments’ citing full range of values, and see page 3 of Letter

from The Hon Bob Carr to Ian Cohen, The Greens NSW 1 March 1995 for commitment that “the interim assessment process will

be conducted in a similar fashion to the regional assessment process’?

[i] National Forest Conservation Reserves - Commonwealth roposed criteria: A Discussion Paper, Mar 95; see page 8

li] Labor’s Forest?r Policy - NSW State Election: March 1 995? see page 3

[L] ditto see page

1] ditto see page 7

[m] ditto se page?

[n] ditto see pages 10 & 13;

Letter from Hon Bob Carr to Ian Cohen, The Greens NSW 16 March 1995: see pagel .

[o] Labor’s Forestrg Policy - NSW State Election: March 1995 see page 15

[p] ditto see page 1
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PARLIAMENT HOUYE «
SYRNEY, N.S.W. 2000
PH: (D2) 230 2310

FAX: (O2) 230 2604
March 16, 1698

Mr Ian Coheén
The Greens

168 Day Strect
SYDHEY 2000

Dear Mr Cohen, : . |

Thank you for your correspondence seeking clarification of
some aspects of NSW Labor’s Forest Policy. .

I would assure you that regional assessments in order to
identify a comprehensive, adeguate and representative reserve
system will be undertaken in a balanced, open and public
manner,

1 would also asgure you that the Regional Assessment Co-—
ordination Committee will be compriscd of representatives of
appropriate State Agencles, conservation, industry and union
interests, together with gcilentists with applicable expertise.

I wish to make i1t clear that the RACC will have the role of
co-ordinating Reglonal Asgscssment Committees to  ensure
consistency In approach and the practical implementation of
the assessment process. RACS will be constitulea primarily by
reglonal/local interest group and agency representatives to
ensure the assessment process truly reflects a regional focus.

Your request that the Department of Planning and National
Parks and Wildlife Service have responeibility for regional
asgessments under the direction of the RACs reflects a
misunderstanding of the ALP's policy. In the extensive
digcussions held with conservation representatives . in
formulating our policy, it was made clear, and was agreed,
that the unit currently within the Depariment of Planning with
ras?onsjbility for determining Environmental Impact Statements
would be the determining auvthority 1n regard to Regionsl
Assessments. It was acknowledged that this unit was regarded
as credible by both sides of the debate. C.
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Indecd,. in a ‘ilsc55510n between Mr Kim Yeadon, MP, and My
Dailan Pugh in carly January of this year, Mr Pugh stated that
RACs should be information gathoring comuittecs on what are

This 1is precisely the approach that NSW. Labor has adopted.
Therefore, RACs and the RACC would comprisc representatives of
interest groups er stakeholders, including conservationigty,
and  importantly, qualified sclentigts with appropriate
experltise, in order to {dentify high econservation aAreas.

The key {ssue is that there is ne requiremenl forx any group or
interest to feel that they must dominate ‘membership of the
RACs or Lhe RACC as any balance should and will be centred
upon scientific expertise. I am sure you will agree that this
is appropriate and proper if an open, and sclentifically
accounlable process of assessmept &8 to be achieved for
establishing a representative reserve gystem,

Our Wilderness Poliey has beon described as "world class". 1In
the first year we wifll gazektte seven (and possibly eight) new
wilderness arras and extend eight existing wilderness areas.

The areas will i{nclude vacant crown land, Sydney Wator lands,
national park, state forests zoned for environment protection

or is too steep to log, and lands which State Forests have
Previously not objected to.

For example, there are several thousand hectares of steap
state forest lands in the Cuy Fawkos Wilderness and important

steef and environment protection zoned fores! land abutting
Werrikimbe National Park. ,

' Also state forest wildernesg areas will be protected under our

Forestry Policy, FOor example, ye recognise that Norlh
Washpool and Chaclundi have been identified as wilderness,
They will remaln of[ the logging schedule. Wilderness areas
currently not belng logged will rematn off the logging

schedule and will be placed under immediate moratorium,

[

1T
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In tregard to the! rescheduling of State Forest's logging
program in the firsl nine months of a Labor Government, we
have cledrly indicated that this will be undertaken following
advice from tha NPWS. . You must acknowledge that this will be
the most difficult period in terms of managemont, as decisiona
may be requicred within a very short time frame in order to be
effuctive. This includes Lhe necessily to relocate logying
into olher less-sensitive areas whilst at the same time
ensuring proper environmental regulalion in any new coupes
1dentified for logging. .

The 4identification of areas to be placed under moratoria
during the interim assessmenl process will be conducted in a
similar fashjon to the reglonal assegsment process. The
process will include vrelevant interest groups, including
conservationists, and will be determined by the Department of
Planning. : | :

The final decision on the expenditire available for
restructuring, undetr the tri-partite commitkee process, will
remain with the Minister for Forests. Monies spent on timber
industry restructuring will also be clearly audited by the
Auditor-General who reporkts to Parliament on audit issyes.
Importantly, compensation will only be paid to workers en the
basis of a morvatorlum or conservation decision. In othex
words, people will only be eligible for restructuring funds if
they are directly affected by a moratorium or a conservation
decision under our policy. .

We will end export woodchipping by the Year 2000 or earlier if
reglonal ¢ircumstances permit.

A Carr Labor Covernment will guarantea that no plantations are
established as a result of the clearing of native forests.

Plantations should be established on marginal agricuvltural
lands and unforested areas.

We are prepared to alter our policy to zedirect any income
.from recrestion facilities within state forests to further

improving such facilities rather than to further plantation
development, _

I trust that the clarification of these {ssues will allow you
to endorse cur hilstorlc Forest Poljcy.

Yours sincecely,

" BOB CARR, M.P.,
LEADER OF THE OPPOSLITION.

T -
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Questions or Premier Bob Carr, «

T n n polici
W vern i

7 Draft 4 - 24 May 1995 {Qs 41 Cohen - ALP Forest Pol]

lssue A : Regional Forest Agreements with the Commonwealth

1/ What is the status of negotiations between the NSW and Commonwealth Governments
on Scoping Agreements for Regional Forest Agreements, under the framework of the -
National Forest Policy Statement, for the NE, SE and Western regions of NSW ? [a]

2/ Who in Premier’s Department is co-ordinating discussions with the Department of
Prime Minister and Cabinet on behalf of the Carr Government? [b]

3/ Will the Premier provide a briefing on the Carr Government's internal inter-
departmental arrangements for negotiating, preparing and undertaking regional
assessments consistent with the National Forest Policy Statement? [¢]

Issue B : Staffing of NSW forest management and assessment agencies

1/ What additional resources and staff have been provided to the Department of Planning,
and other NSW agencies to expand these departments’ capacities to implement
Government’s forestry policy? 4]

Issue C: Untangling the mess left by the Coalition Government

1/ Have written legal opinions been obtained by the Government from legal counsel on the
nature and extent of commitments in, and limits on, wood supply agreements (WSAs)
signed by previous governments? [e]

2/ Will the Government table these legal opinions and relevant WSAs in the Parliament?
3/ Since the Carr Government has instituted a new assessment process for forests, what

action will be taken on EISs still being produced by FCNSW (SF) on a Management
Area wide basis for:

i) Dorrigo MA? (31 Oct 92) ii) Casino MA? (31 Jul 93)

iti) Casino West MA (31 Jul 93) iv) Murwillumbah MA (

V) Gloucester MA? (30 Sep 93) vi) Chicester MA (

vii)  Tenterfield MA (31 Oct 93) Yviii) Urbenville MA? (31 Dec 93)

ix) Urunga MA (28 Feb 94} x) Walcha Nundle MA? (30 Apr 94)

Xi) Styx River MA (30 Apr 94) ¥ xil)  Warung MA (30 Jun 94)

xiii) Queanbeyan MA (30 Sep 94) xiv) Badja MA (30 Sep 94)

xv)  Wyong MA (30 Sep 94) {fl

4/ Will the ImeLIndgﬂry_ﬂntsnm_EmgchnLAﬂ_lEQZ be rePealed and ALL forestry

operations returned to within the E

Notes:

[a] Regional Forest Agreements: the Commonwealth Position, February 1995
[b] ditto - see sections on intra-government and mter—government organisational protocols
[d] National Forest Policy Statement, see E
| Labor’s Forestry Policy - NSW State lectton March 1995, see page 6 and Letter from The Hon Bob Carr to lan Cohen, The
Greens NSW 16 March 1995: see page 1
[ﬂ] Labor's Forestry Policy - NSW State Election: March 1995, see page 6
as required in 5.3 et al, per Schedule 4 of the TI(IP) Act 1992 (dates when EISs were first promised to be done)



or Premier Bob Carr re; ALP Forestry & Conservation policies
‘__? Draft 4 - 24 May 1995 [p2. Qs 4 I Cohen - ALP Forest Pol]

Issue D : Interim assessments process qd@d
1/ Is the Premier aware that the Commonwealth has requested NSW agencies to idedtify all

areas potentially required for a ‘comprehensive, adequate and representatie reserve
system” (‘c.a.r.’) by August 95, in order to allow the Commonwealth to eXclude these
areas from woodchip licences issued by the Commonwealth for 19967 g]

2/ Is the Premier that NSW agencie
growth forest’ on wildernes
licences?Ah]

only listing areas of identified ‘old
alue as deserving exclusion from woodchipping

3/ Does the Premier still agree that in order to allow all deserving areas of forests to be
identified for the ‘c.a.r’ reserve system, a range of conservation criteria wider than
simply ‘old growth’ forest and wilderness, must be applied? [i]

4/ Will the Premier ensure that NSW agencies apply a full range of conservation criteria (in
addition to ‘old growth’ forest and wilderness values) in the Deferred Forest
Assessment to identify all areas potentially required for a ‘ca.r’ reserve system’ for
forwarding to the Commonwealth? [j)

5/ Who meen appointed to the “Forestry Advisory Council “ [k]

6/ What progress has been made on the promised ‘rapid evaluation of existing regrowth
forests” ? [1]

7/ How has the Carr Government acted to “urgently re-schedule State Forests’ logging
programs” to ensure the protection of HCV ‘old growth’ forest and identified
wilderness areas? [m]

8/ What steps have been taken to “initiate an interim assessment process, to be completed
within nine months, involving all stakeholders at a regional level ? [n]

Who has been appointed to the “tri-partite committee consisting of the relevant
employer, union and government” (sic) which is to implement Labor’'s timber
industry structural adjustment program on “an individual case by case basis ?[o]

a hat approaches has the Carr Government made to the Federal Government “to seek
funding assistance for industry structural adjustment”? (p]

10/ What funds have been identified by the Carr Government as being available from the
Federal Government for “labour market, retraining and relocation programs”? (g}

.g .
Notes  (Contdk C)% Gv Gogp
E] advice from NFPAL member Mr Dailan -
] ditto; also Labor’s Forestry Policy - NSW State Election: March 1995 see page 7
i] ditto see pa%e 8 for commitment in ‘comprehensive regional assessments’ citing full range of values, and see page 3 of Letter from
The Hon Bob Carr to Jan Cohen, The Greens NSW 16 March 1995 for commitment that ‘the interim assessment process will be
conducted in a similar fashion to the regional assessment process’?
E National Forest Conservation Reserves - Commonwealth proposed criteria: A Discussion Paper, Mar 95; see page 8
] Labor’s Forestry Policy - NSW State Election: March 1995 see page 3
1] ditto see page 7
m] ditto see page 7
n] difto se page 7
o] ditto see 'Fhages 10&13;
Letter from The Hon Bob Carr to Ian Cohen, The Greens NSW 16 March 1995: see page 1
ip] Labor's Porest? Policy - NSW State Election: March 1995 see page 15
{q] ditto see page 1

-
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internal validity is maximised by the experimental design. Independent
variables crucial to the environmental-transaction aspect of the "nature benefit
assumption” are manipulated: the degree of "naturalness” of the environmental settings
and the amount of sensory involvement in these enviroments. This permits the
comparison of psychological responses across treatment conditions. The effects of
confounding independent variables are reduced through constancy control (e.g.,
physical and social activities); discount contro! (e.g., initial mood); and the random
assignment of participants to treatment groups (e.g., previous place of residence).
The prior measurement of relevant personality variables (e.g., underlying
environmental preference) permits the investigation of individual differences in
environmental response. The range of dependent variables measured (mood change,
mindfulness, physical comfort and perceptions of "being away"} permits an
investigation of the complexity of psychological responses to environmental

experience.

The environmental-transabtion aspect of the "nature benefit assumption™
translates, through the theoretical framework and research design, into several major
hypotheses:

(i) the more "natural" the environment experienced, the greater the positive
effect it will have on mindfulness and mood;

(i) activities encouraging sensory involvement will have positive effects on
mindfulness and mood in alf environments;

(iii) the more "natural” the environment, the greater the positive effects of
sensory involvement activities will be; )

(iv) participants with greater underlying preferences for their environmental
setling will experience more mindfulness and positive changes in mood;

{v) participants with high needs for mindfulness will experience more

positive changes in mood in response to experiences of mindfulness.



- The Greens

The Greens NSW Election Campaign '95 * Ph (02) 267 4410 » Fax (02) 267 3158

* Media Release %

EXCLUSIVE to The SYDNEY MORNING HERALD: Friday - 17 March 1995

CARR CLEARS UP DOUBTS ON A.L.P.
FORESTRY POLICY

Lingering doubts about Labors intentions on export woodchipping and the
implementation of their Forestry policy have been resolved following high level
discussions between The Greens and the ALP on the eve of final preference decisions,
according to The Greens NSW.

“After direct discussions with senior ALP figures, The Greens have received a letter from
Bob Carr clarifying aspects of his Forestry policy which were concerning us and many forest
action groups,” said The Greens No.1 Legislative Council candidate, Mr Ian Cohen.

The 3 page letter (attached) was released by The Greens to forest action groups who had
greeted the clarifications as “significant improvements”. Mr Cohen said that Mr Carr’s
letter had been an important factor in The Greens making final preference decisions.

“Mr Carr has dropped the worrying caveat that made his proposal to end export
woodchipping vague and equivocal. The ALP is now committed to ending export wood-
chipping by the Year 2000 or earlier if regional circumstances permit - fullstop,” he said.

Mr Cohen said that other important clarifications by Mr Carr included:

* a guarantee that no plantations will be established as a result of clearing native forests;

"¢, a policy amendment to ensure that income from recreational facilities within state forests would be
redirected to further improve such facilities rather than to fund further plantation development;

* a promise that final decisions on expenditure from the $60m structural adjustment fund will be made by the
Minister for Forests after consultation with unions and industry, rather than by the tri-partite committee;

* acommitment that the $60m fund would be managed accountably and would be audited by the Auditor-
General who will report to the NSW Parliament;

* assurances that regional assessments will be undertaken in a balanced, open and public manner and that the
Regional Assessment Co-ordination Committee (RACC) and Regional Assessment Committees (RACs) will
be comprised of appropriate State Agencies and reps from conservation, industry and union interests,
together with scientists with applicable expertise; - ,

* an undertaking that the interim assessment process, to identify high conservation areas to be placed under
moratoria in 1996, will be conducted in a similar fashion to the regional assessment process, which involves
relevant interest groups and the identification of the full range of high conservation values: i.e. old
growth, wilderness, national estate, world heritage, endangered and vulnerable species biological
diversity and other cultural values;

* the implementation of the ‘moratorium clause’ of the National Forest Policy Statement, in the first 9
menths of a Carr Government, by urgently rescheduling logging to avoid forestry activities in high *
conservation old growth forests and identified wilderness areas, pending the completion of an interim
assessment process;

* an agreement that the Department of Planning would be the determining authority for Regional
Assessments.

“With these written commitments, from the man who would be Premier, the forests, and
those defending them, can breathe easier. All Mr Carr needs to do now is form
government and start work on these urgent priorities,” said Mr Cohen.

...ends.

For more info Phone: Ian Cohen 015 895 283 or 02 30 8043h.



Response to conservation groups and NSW Greens

Thank vyou for vyour correspondence seeking clarification of
some aspects of NSW Labor's Forest Policy.

I would assure you that regional assessments in order to
identify a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve
system will be wundertaken in a balanced, open and public
manner .

I would also assure you that the Regional Assessment Co-
ordinaticon Committee will be comprised of representatives of
appropriate State Agencies, conservation, industry and union
interests, together with scientists with applicable expertise.

I wish to make it clear that the RACC will have the role of
. co-ordinating Regional Assessment Committees to ensure.
consistently in approach and the practical implementation of’
the assessment process. RAC’s will be constituted primarily
by regional/local interest group and agency representatives to
ensure the assessment process truly reflects a regional focus.

Your request that the Department of Planning and National
Parks and Wildlife Service have responsibility for_regional

essments under he i i of th RAC's reflects a
misunderstanding of the ALP’s policy. In the extensive

discussions held with conservation representatives in
formulating our policy, it was made clear, and was agreed,
that the unit currently within the Department of Planning with
responsibility for determining Environmental Impact Statements
would be the determining authority in _regard to Regional

Assessment It was acknowledged that this unit was regarded
as credible by both sides of the debate.

Indeed, in a discussion between Kim Yeadon and Mr Dailan Pugh
in early January of this year, Mr Pugh stated that RAC’s
should be information gathering committees on what are
potentially high conservation areas and that the validity of
the information gathered would be concisely determined at a
later stage of the process.

This 1is precisely the apprgpach that NSW Labor has adopted.
Therefore, RAC’s and tha:géégjwould comprise representatives

of interest groups or stakeholders, including
conservationists, and importantly, qualified scientists with
appropriate expertise, in order to identify high conservation
areas. Determination of those areas would rest with the
determining unit within the Department of Planning which would
receive further public submissions before any determination
was made.



The key issue is that there is no requirement for any group or
interest to feel that they must dominate membership of the
RAC’s or the RACC as any balance should and will be centred
upon scientific expertise. I am sure you will agree that this
is appropriate and proper if an open, and scientifically
accountable process of assessment is to be achieved for
establishing a representative reserve system.

Our Wilderness Policy has been described as ''world class'". 1In
the first year we will gazette seven (and possibly eight) new
wilderness areas and extend eight existing wilderness areas.

The areas will include vacant crown land, Sydney Water lands,
national park, state forests zoned for environment protection
or is too steep to log, and lands which State Forests have
previously not objected to.

For example, there are several thousand hectares of steep
state forest lands in the Guy Fawkes Wilderness and important
steep and environment protection zoned forest land abutting
Werrikimbe National Park.

Also state forest wilderness areas will be protected under our

Forestry Policy. For example, we recognise that North
Washpool and Chaelundi have been identified as wilderness.
They will remain off the logging schedule. Wilderness areas

currently not being logged will remain off the 1logging
schedule and will be placed under immediate moratorium.

In regard to the rescheduling of State Forest’s logging
program in the firstnines months of a Labor Government, we
have clearly indicated that this will be undertaken following
advice from the NPWS. You must acknowledge that this will be
the most difficult period in terms of management, as decisions
may be required within a very short timeframe in order to be
effective. This includes the necessity to relocate: logging
into other less-sensitive areas whilst at the same time
ensuring proper environmental regulation in any new coupes
identified for logging.

The identification of areas to be placed under moratoria
during the interim assessment process will be conducted in a
similar fashion to the regional assessment process. The
process will include relevant interest groups, including
conservationists, and will be determined by the Department of
Planning.

Monies spent on timber industry restructuring will be clearly
audited by the Auditor-General who reports to Parliament on
audit issues. Importantly, compensation will only be paid to
workers on the basis of a moratorium or conservation decision.
In other words; people~will only be eligible for Trestructuring
funds if they are directly affected by a moratorium or a
conservation decision under our poelicy.




We will end export woodchipping by the Year 2000 or earlier if
regional circumstances permit.

A Carr Labor Government will guarantee that no plantations are
established as a result of the clearing of native forests.
Plantations should be established on marginal agricultural
lands and unforested areas.

We are prepared to alter our policy to redirect any income
from recreation Ffacilities within state forests to further
improving such facilities rather than to further plantation
development.

I trust that the clarification of these issues will allow you
to endorse our historic Forest Policy.

Yours sincerely,

BOB CARR, M.P.,
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.
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vay Dr TLambart,

writiny to provide further informalion on State Labor's
wSRLy and wilderness Policies, in response to a numbar of
Atcarnd raised by environventalists,

HHESTRY *F

roma confusion has arisen asbout Ghe fizst part of our B
woraterium on logging of identified wilderness and Hhigh
sonservation value old growkth forests. E'

Unile we appreciate the urgency felt by the envizonment
movement about the rate of destruction of such forests, I am
sura that sou will understand it would ba impossible to
achieve an immediate moratorium in the Eirst week of
government.

In fuck, 4if attempted, the level of disruption caused would
cieate political and practical problerms of such magnitude that
the additional moratorium and regional assessment process in
the Policy would inevitably be derailed.

4owaver, we are committed to urgently reschedule logging out
nf j{dentifiad wilderness and high conscrvation old growth
forests and into regrowlh and plantations.

b

¥ou know the 1995 logging schedule did not cover all of the
nabive forest estale, The rapid assessment procesgs over nine
maﬂtha in 1995, will  establish a full moratorium for
identified ri?h conservation old growth forests that will stay
in place untii the completion of regional assessments,

We have committed very significant funds to assist the
moratorium process and the ultimate achievement of a
comprehensive, adequate and representative rescrve system,
together with programs to avoid adverse impacts on workers.

As stated (n our media release (8/3/95) acc 1ying our
Foreatry Policy, the National Forest Policy Skat At process |
will be accocuntable and transparenk.

"IHERIA AR R TOTIONNES T T P i e
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WILDERNESS

“ur wildernesis Policy has becn described as "world class". 1In
e first year we will gazette 7 (and possibly 8) new
wilderness &reas and extend 8 existing wilderness areas.

‘e areas will include vacant crown lénd, Sydncy Water lands,
national park, state forests zoned for environment proteclion
~t s too steep to log, and lands which State Forests have
previously not objecled to.

for example, there are soveral thousand hectares of steep
s'ale forest lands in the Guy Fawkes Wilderness and i{mporlant
wtesp and ehvironment protection pzoned forest land abutting
vet cikimbe National Park. '

250 state forest wilderness areas will be protectsd under our
Curastry Poaligy. For example, we vrecognise that North
“a:hpool and Chaelundi have been identified as wilderness.
ney will remain off the logging schedule. Wilderness areas
arently not being logge will remain off the logging
“ehedule and will be placed under immediate moratorium,

«ESTRUCTURING

lionies spant on timber industry restructuring will be clearly
cudited by the Auvditor-Ceneral who reports te Parliament on
audit issues. Importanlly, compensation will only be patd to
workers on the basis of a moratorium or conservation decigion.
In other words, peopla will only be eligible for restructuring
funds 4f they are dQirectly azrocted Y & moratorium or a
consevrvation decision under our policy.

PLANTATIQNS
A Carr Labor government will guarantee that no plantations are
stablished as a result of the clearing of native forest.

#lantations should be established on marglnal agrilcultural
lands and unforesled areas.

HOODCHIPPING

“e will end =xport woodchipping by the Year 2000 gr earlier if
regional circumstances permit.

We do not intend to compromige the Integrity of wilderness
areas, but do feel it 1s necessary to consult relevant
community interests (including the environment movement) to
allow concerns to be stated and considered, However, we will
not replicate the disgraceful process underlaken by the Fahey
Government,
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- hope that you are able to give active supporl for our
' seastry "and Wilderness Policies, Whan taken with our Nature
Conservation Policy and the promise to gazetle 24 new national
c2rks including a 90,000 ha South East Foresl National Park in
‘ne first year of government, we hope you will agree that
w'mrtion of A Carr Labor Goverament provides the oenly chance
- save our ¢ld growth and wilderness forasts.

Yours sincerely

éfc%z4dﬁ,f .‘2¥5¢ Qv

Pam Allan Mp
Shadow Minster for Planning and Environment

15:43 No.017 P.04
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PARLAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES Electorate Office

LEG!SLA_‘I’IVE ASSEMBLY 35 Boomerang Plzes
PAM ALLAN up. Seven Hills 2147
MEMBER FORBLACKTOWN Tel: (02) 6223110
SHADOW MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT Fex: (02) 831 2130
SHADQW MINISTER FOR WQMEN'S AFFAIRS All carrespondence ig
_- | P.O. Box 592
March 14, 1995 : Seven Hilis 2147

Mr Ernie Page MP
Member “for Coogee
Parliament House
Macquarie Street
SYDNEY 2000

Dear Ernie,

I am writing. to provide further information on State Labor’s
Forestry.anq.Wilderness Policies, in Iesponse to a number of
concerns raised. by environmentalists, :

FORESTRY

Some confusioh has arisen about the first part of. our
moratorium on logging of identified wilderness and high
conservation value old growth forests.

While we ‘appreciate the urgency felt by the environment
movement about the rate of destruction of such forests. I am

Sure that you will understand it would be impossible to
achieve an"—TEEgéIgEEEHESEEEEEIEEh_TE__TEE?__first week of

government _

In fact, irf attempted, the level of distuption caused would
create political and practical problems of such magnitude that
the additional moratorium and regional assessment process in
the Policy would- inevitably be derailed.

However, we‘are‘committed to urgently Teschedule logging out
of identified wilderness and high conservation old growth
forests and into regrowth and plantations. : :

As you Know the 1395 logging schedule dig not cover all of the
native forest estate. The rapid assessment Process ove ine’
months in 1995, will establish a fyu1] moXatorium for
identified high conservation 0ld growth forests that will stay
in place until the completion of regional assessments.

We have commi tted very significant funds to assist the
moratorium process and the ultimate achievement of a
comprehenSivé,T'adequate and representative Teserve system,
together with Programs to avoid adverse impacts on workers.

As stated in our media release (8/3/95) accompanying our

Forestry Poli¢y, the Natiomal Forest Policy Statement Process
will be accountable and transparent.

e e e e 2 ——




WIT.DERNESS

OQur Wilderness Policy has been described as "world class". 1In
the first year we will gazette 7 (and possibly 8) new
wilderness areas and extend 8 existing wilderness areas.

The areas will include vacant crown land, Sydney Water lands,
national park, state forests zoned for environment protection
©r 1s too steep to log, and lands which State Forests have
previously not cobjected to.

For example, there are several thousand hectares of steep
state forest lands in the Guy Fawkes Wilderness and important
steep and environment protection zoned forest land abutting
Werrikimbe National Park.

Also state forest wilderness areas will be protected under our

Forestry Policy. For example, we recognise that North
Washpool and Chaelundi have been identified as wilderness.
They will remain off the logging schedule. Wilderness areas

currently not being logged will remain off tHe logging
schedule and will be placed under immediate moratorium.

RESTRUCTURING
Tomsmeen A 35 n

Monies spent on timber industry restructuring will be clearly
audited by the Auditor-General who reports to Parliament on
audit issues. Importantly, compensation will only be paid to
workers on the basis of a moratorium or conservation decision.
In other words, people will only be eligible for restructuring
funds if they are directly affected by a moratorium or a
conservation decision under our policy.

PLANTATIONS

A Carr Labor government will guarantee that no plantations are
established as a result of the clearing of native forest.
Plantations should be established on marginal agricultural
lands and unforested areas.

WOODCHTPPING

We will end export woodchipping by the Year 2000 or earlier if
regional circumstances permit.

We do not intend to compromise the Integrity of wilderness
areas, but do feel it 1is necessary to consult relevant
community interests (including the environment movement) to
allow concerns to be stated and considered. However, we will
not replicate the disgraceful process undertaken by the Fahey
Government.
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I hope that conservation groups such as the Wilderness Society
ara able tec give active support for our Forestry and
Wilderness Policies. When taken with our Nature Conservation
Policy and the promise to gazetite 24 new national parks
including a 90,000 ha South East Forest National Park in the
first year of government, we hope you will agree that election
of a Carr Labor Governmenit provides the only chance to save
our old growth and wilderness forests.

Yours sincerely

;f;;i4qnb, Ll s

Pam Allan MP
Shadow Minster for Planning and Environment



Dear Friends,

" We are writing to give our perspective on the relative merits of the forest policies resented by the Labor
Party and dueiihermﬂau! Parties in the lead up to the NSW Elections. We hope you will take these
comments in to account when deciding on your preference distribution for Lower house seats,

The Liberal/National policy is very brief (less than half a page of the Environment Policy) and is basically a
restatement of the Government's “business as usual” appreach, The commirment ro add an extea 5,000 Ha
of hardwood plantarions will do nothing to stop the current alarming rate of destruction of native forests,
nor will such 2 resource be on line by the time current logging operations wipe our our rémaining high
conservation value forests. The policy fails in many dreas as it docs now.

* Implement a moratorium on the logging of high conservation value forests;

* Provide structural adjustment for the industry ro shift to the existing plantation resource 35 a way of
preserving both nauve forests and jobs; "

* Address the woodchip issue ar all;

* Provide for any communicy input to decision-malking processes on forest management;

* Protect any specific forest areas through an expanded reserve system,

The Fahey Government seems hell bent on continuing its current unscientific and unsustainable forestry
pracrices against the wishes of 80% of the Australian communicy. We urge you not'to direet any
preferences o either the Liberal or National Parcles or o any of their fellow-traveller “independents”,

. The Labor Patcy’s Foresury Policy is far more comprehensive and has the porential to initiate z proper
P assessment of forest values, protect areas of high conservasion value and provide resources for the indusery
o move to a sustainzble plantation-base, However there are some flaws in the Policy such as a2 guarantec to
‘end export woodchipping, a commitment to open and accountable pracesses in the Rogional Assessment
procedures. and a commicment ro immediately place 2 moratorium on-all high conservation value forescs
thar are not adequately represented in the reserve syscem.

Labor's Policy is a great improvement on the Liberal/Natianal Policy but is certainly not pesfect and
cannot be seen to havg the a al of all conservation groups in NSW, We are calling for some changes o
SR 1o the ""”‘l“"‘-:'}fm cdy. If these changes are made then we would wrge you to suppore the Labor

_P_ug:hmugh your prelerences, If these changes are not forthcoming, then please decide your preferences
on th basis chat the ALP Policy does nio have the unqualified suppore of many NSW conservation
Ups,

v |
Wﬁhnpe this perspective is of some use to you when deciding on the all importanr issiie of preference I
disetibution, |
Yoursincerely, : .
Craig Darlington Dailan Pugh Geoff Lambert 11 ,

Cons. Council of the South North East Porest  The Wilderness Soctety Narure Conservation

East Region and Canberra  Alliance Council

[F
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The Greens NSW

GPO Box 1220, Sydney 2001: 1st Floor, 168 Day Street, Sydney
Phone 02 267 4410, 02 267 4404, 02 267 4406 02 267 4407 Fax 02 267 3158.
! -

Mr Bob Carr, - 11.30am - 14/3/1995
Leader of the Opposition, |

NSW Parliament House,

Macquarie Street, Sydney. 2000.

- per fax 02 230 2608

| * CONFIDENTIAL *

URGENT 'FOR MR CARR’S PERSONAL ATTENTION

Dear Mr Carr

RE: Resolving serious concerns on ALP Forestry Policy

* Please find attached a copy of a letter to you from The Greens NSW and three major
NSW forest campaign organisations.

The letter and the attached schedule of requested amendments represents our final
attempt to win your personal support for important amendments to your Forestry
Policy. Forests are, as you know, a critical issue in this election. .

The envifonment movement has made significant concessions-in now proposing
only these amendments. We believe that your personal acceptance of and
commitment to these amendments is essential and will have a critical bearing on
the attitudes and actions which the letter’s signatories will take in the final days of
the campaign.

We request an urgent meeting with you personally to discuss your response to this
request. We believe that at least the signatories to the letter, or their nominees,
should attend. No objection will be raised to the participation of Mr Gavin Hillier, in
such a meeting should you deem his attendance suitable.

While we apprec1ate that you have a very busy schedule, your part1c1patlon in the
requested meeting is considered v1tal An urgent response would be appreciated.
Yours smcerely, :

-

Ian Cohen ' |
The Greens NSW

Nyatwe Council candidate.
. /‘ %
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' CONFIDENTIAL - URGENT

' The Honourable Bob Carr,
Leader of the Opposition,
Parliament House ’
Sydney 2000

Dear Mr' Catr,

The ALP forest pohcy has the potential to initiate a proper assessment of forest values,
-protection of htgh conservation value forests, and provide assistance in mitigating any

" adverse impacts on the timber workers from establishing an adequate conservation reserve
system. Should your policy achieve these admirable goals then you will indeed be setting a
national precedent. - '

The current wording of pasts of the policy are too vague. Further details are required to be
able to determine how they will be interpreted and applied in practice. We therefore
request that you give an undertaking to mclude the points on the attached page in the
ALP's forest policy.

Please urgently respond to our requests for clarification 10 epable us to clearly articulate to
the community our support for your policy should this prove to be the case.

We wish to make it clear that should we decide to provide public support for your policy
this must not be considered as endorsement of all aspects of that policy. In particular we
have objections to the corporatisation of the native forest sector of State Forests,

guarantecing long-term timber supply from native forests and directing revenue from
recreational activities into plantations.

We also have concerns about the demands being made on the Environmental Trusts and
believe that funding from these funds should only be provided in retumn for the direct
protection of high conservation value forests. We thus request that alternative funding -
sources be sought after the election for the mdustry restructuring component of the

package. \ ,
Yours sincerely, M
Lev Geoff Lambert Ian Cohen . Dailan Pugh -

The Wilderness Sgckicty . New-South Wales iGreens North East Forest Alliance
. SR 4 ,

N

Craig Darhn
Conservatwn Council of the South East Regron and Canberra
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Tra Honourabls Bob Carr,
Iezder of the Opposition,
Fazliament House

Sydney 2000
Dear Mir. Cagy,

The ALP forest policy hes the potentiel to iniiiste a proper assessment of foresi values,
proiestion of high sonservation value forests, and provide essistance ia mitigating any
edverse impacis on the tim"ber workers from establishing en adequate conservation reserve
system. Should your policy ackisve these admirable goels then you will indeed be setiing =
seiicnal precedeat.

1re current wording of parts of the policy arc {00 vague. Further details are reguired to bz
z2ble to determine how they will be interpreted aid applied in practice. We therefore
request that you give an underiaking to include the poiuts on the atiached pege in the
ALP's fores: policy.

Please urgently respond fo our requesis for clarification to cnable us fo clearly erticulzic @
the community our support for your policy should this prove o be the sase.

We wish to meke it clear that should we decide to orovide public support for your policy
this musi ot be considered as endorsement of ail aspeets of that policy. In erticular we
heve objections to the corporatisaiion of the native forest sestor of State Fores:s,
guereniseieg ong-term timber supply from native forests and directing ~eveauc Fom
recrsetionel activities into pleatations,

We aleo tizve coreerns about the demends being made on the Environmental Trusts and
selieve thet funding from these funds should only be provided in return for the direct
wrstestion of high conservation value forests. We thus request that alteinaiive fupding
scuress be sought aer the election for the industry restructuring component of the
smantsp oo

bl ,;f_.;,,e.,uu .

Yeurs sincsasly,

Geoff Lamber: lzn Cohen Railan Pugh
The Wilderness Scoisty New South Wales Greens  Norih Esst PForest Allience

06 olier grovps)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AMENDMENTS SOUGHT TO THE ALP FOREST POLICY

o [Alter second dot point on page 7 to read // the Department of Planning will urgently
reschedule State Forests' logging programs, after taking advice from a working group
of the Department of Planning, National Parks and Wildlife Service, State
Forests, Nature Conservation Council and the CF MEU, to avoid logging and
roading in high conservation old growth forests and identified wilderness areas pending
the completion of the interim assessment process This will be the first stage in the
moratoritm process.

» [Add fo the end of third dot point on page 7] The Regional Assessment Committees
will oversee the interim assessment process. Forests will be assessed for all their
conservation values and all areas with high conservation values which are not
adequately represented in the reserve system will be placed in moratoria. This will
be the second stage in the moratorium process. :

o [Add to end of third dot point on page 8] Comprehensive regional assessments will
be undertaken in a balanced, open and publicly accountable manner. Both
committees [RACC and RACs] will include representation from relevant state,
federal, conservation , industry, union and scientific organisations. Under the
direction of the RACs, the Department of Planning and the National Parks and
Wildlife Service shall have joint responsibility for the regional assessments. [Note
that 12 months may be a more realistic timeframe rather thasn 9 months].

» [Add additional dot point at end of page 9 to read] ensure that no plantations are
established via the clearing of native forest.

o  [Alter third paragraph on page 12 to read] A committee comsisting of the relevant
employer, union, conservation and government representatives will determine the
implementation of the structural adjustment program on an individual case by case
basis. The committee will be required to provide to parliament a quarterly report
and audited annual statements.

. [Delete second and third paragraphs in Woodchipping section, pages 14-15, and
replace with] Export woodchipping will be phased out as soon as practicable
within the first term of office of a Carr Government. |
End.
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CONFIDENTIAL - URGENT

The Honourable Bob Car,
Leader of the Opposition,
Parliament House

Sydney 2000

| Deaer Carr,

The ALP forest policy has the potential 1o initiate a proper assessment of forest values,
protection of high conservation value forests, and provide assistance in mitigating any

adverse impacts on the timber workers from establishing an adequate conservation reserve
system. Should your policy achieve these admirable goals then you will indeed be setting a

national precedent.

The current wording of parts of the policy are too vague. Further details arc required to be
able to determine how they will be interpreted and applied in practice. We therefore

request that you give an undertaking to include the poiuts on the attached page in the
ALP's forest policy. '

Please urgently respond to our requests for clarification 1o enable us to clearly articulate to
the community our support for your policy should this prove to be the case.

We wish to make it clear that should we decide to provide public support for your policy
this must not be considered as endorsement of all aspects of that policy. In particular we
have objections to the corporatisation of the native forest sector of Stafe Forests,

. guarantecing long-term timber supply from native forests and directing revenue from
recreational activities into plantations. : : '

We also have concerns about the demands being made on the Environmental Trusts and
believe that funding from these funds should only be provided in return for the direct
protection of high conservation value forests. We thus request that alternative funding
sources be sought after the clection for the industry restructuring component of the
package. :

Yours sincerely,

Geoff Lambert Ian Cohen Dailan Pugh
The Wilderness Society New South Wales Greens  North East Forest Alliance

. {and other groups}
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' The ALP forestpoh%j has fﬂ;’e'pét@;‘l'ﬁél to initiate a proper assessment of forest values,
protection of high conservation value forests, and provide assistance in mitigating any

adverse impacts on the timber workers from establishing an adequate conservation reserve
~ System. Should your policy achieve these admirable goals then you will indeed be sctting a
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The current wording f parts of the policy afe too vague. Further details are required to be
able to determine how they will be interpreted and applied in practice. We thereforé - =
request that you give an undertaking to include the points on the attached page in the
ALP's forest policy. , _ A Lo
Please urgently respond to our requests for clarification to enable us to clearly articulate to
the community our support for your policy should this prove to be the case. =
We wish to make it clear that should we decide to provide public support for your policy
this must not be considered as endorsement of all aspects of that policy. In particular we
 have objectionsto the ¢orporatisation of the native forsst sector of State Forests,
. guarantecing long-term timber supply from native forests and directing revenue from
recreational activities into plantations. - o - '

We also have coucerns about the demands being made on the Environmental Trusts and
- believe that fusding froimithesé fiinds Should only be provided in féinm for the direct ..
protection of high conservation vatué forésts. We thus request that alternative funding
sources be sought after the election for the industry restructuring component of the
package. .o s sl AT TR R

Yours Sincmly’ . e e i et ey et
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Geoff Lambert . lanCohen " - -DailanPagh"
The Wilderness Society New South Wales Greens ~ North East Forest Alliance _'

. {and other groups]
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CONFIDEN TIAL

AMEN])MENTS SOUGHT TO THE ALP FOREST POLICY o

o [Alter second dot pomt on page 7 to read] the Department of Planmng wnll urgently
, reschedule State Forests' loggmg programs, after taking advice from a working group
5 of the Department of Plinning, National Parks and Wildlife Service, State - ...
Forests, Nature Conservation Council and the CF MEU, to avoid loggmg and
roading in high conservation old growth forests and identified wilderness areas pending

the eompletlon of the i mterlm assessment process Tlus wi]l be the ﬁrst stage in M

moratonu:m procms EEn Gl =

* [Add to the end of thzrd dot. pa:m on page 7] The Regmnal Asse-;sment Connmttees
will oversee the interim assessment process. Forests will be assessed for all their -
conservation values and all areas with high conservation values which are not

. -adequately represented-i in the reserve system wﬂl be placed in moratona Thls will
be the second stage in the moratormm procws '

N [Add to end af thzrd dot point on page 8] Comprehensive reglonal assessments will
r{ be undertaken in a balanced, open and publicly accountable manner, Both
committees [RACC and RACs ] wrill mclude repres::ntatmn t‘rom relevant state,
federal, conservation , industry, union and scientific organisations. Under the
direction of the RACs, the Department of Planning and the National Parks and -
Wildlife Service shall have joint responsibility for the regional assessments. [Nofe
tha@zonfhs may be amore realzs:m tzmeframe rather. than 9 months]

[Add additional dot pomt at end af page 9 fo read] ensure that no plantatmns are
‘ \/. established via the cleanng of native forest.

o [Alter third paragraph on page 12 1‘0 read] A committee cons1stmg of the relevant
employer ‘union, conservauon and government representatwes will determine the
1mplcmentauon of the structural adjustment program on an individual case by case

12, m basis. The committee will be required to provide to parhament a quarterly report
and audited annual statements.

. ® [Delete second and third paragraphs in Woodchipping section, pages 14-15, and
\/ replace with] Export woodchipping will be phased out as soon as practlcable -
within the first term of 0i’ﬁce of a Carr Government - .

—— ———
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2TWEFIDANTIAL, FOR THE ATTENTION OF ANTHONY TOO (WiLL bice +...
CCUETY, YAN COHEN (GREENS), GAV (CFMEU), and DAILAN

#JEE (NEFA). M e G & T

Yz ALP forest policy has the potential to initiate a proper assessment of forest values,
protsetion of high conservation value forests, and provide assistance in mitigating any
advesse impacts on the timber workers from establishing an adequaie conservation reserv-
cystem. Should your policy achieve these admirable goals then you wili indeed be settiny

ational precedert.

ONE.-
The current wording of peris of the policy are too vague - and wy_tir’:‘lf/rther detailsfio ssW
able to determine how they will be interpreted and applied in practice. We thercfore

request that you give an undertaking to include the Z#==5 points in the ALP's forest
policy, 2- providemremtiem e (o o stfactod Prie

e MAMVILIET M B M e e T LG,

o {Add to second dol point on page 7] the Department of Plemming wi vrgently
reschedule State Forests' logging programs, after taking edvice from = woritng o7 o
of the Department of Planning, National Porks and Widlite Service, State
Ferests, Nature Conservation Couneil and the CFMEU, to avoid logging a:. 4
roading in high conservation old growth forests and identified wilderness areas nending
tae completion of the interim assessment process, This will ke the fret stage im ¢.2
Leralorin Process.

o {Add to Hiz end of third dot point on page 7] The Regional Assessmens Comitte
Wil overeee the interfm assessment process. Forests will be assecsed fo~ a0 7 Tt
canservetion valves and all areas with high conservation vakwes whish sre ot
ateguately represented in the reserve system will be placed in meorato =i, Tite vl
b2 thysecond stage in the moraterium precess.

dot k7 =
[Add io end of third sssei paragraph on page 8] Comprehensive regloms
aseer smils Wil be undertalken in o balanced, open and publicly cetountable
e Both committecs fRACC and RACs] willl includle representaticn from
reivant state, fedier, conservation , industry, union and sclentife oTrgamnisatiorns.
Windier the direcion of the RACs, the Department of Flamning amd the Natieng”
Parls and Wildiife Service shall have joint res, omsibiiity for the regiomal
assessments. [Note that 12 monihs may be a more realistic timeframe rather than 5

wonths]. «f{,@ ]L
> fAdd edditionad dot point at end of page 9| No plamtations wil e estalliished vie
e clenring of native forest. '

-
3! i -
{Alter shg?d paragraph on page \’2] A comnitice consisting of /7 relevaat employor,
union, comservation and government will determine the mplemeénietion of the
stmctu\’a‘i adjustment program on an i’i;dividual case 0y case basis. The commitiee o

7 et
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e wndired to providie o quarterly Enmimm@mtan'y repert i amndited
.v._u»uﬂﬂ stntements.
o /6
o [Alter para 2 on page 15 to read] Export weedchipping will be phased out as scon
as practicable within the first term of ofifce of 2 Carr Governmens.

Please urgently respond to our requests for clanfication to enable us to clearly articulete to
the community our support for your policy should this prove to be the case.

We wish to make it clear that should we decide to provide public support for your policy
this must not be considered as endorsement of all aspects of that policy. In particular we
have objections to the corporatisation of the native forest sector of State Forests,
guarantesing long-term timber supply from native forests and directing revenue from
recreational activities into plantations.

We also have concerns about the demands being made on the Environmental Trusts and
believe that funding from these funds should only be provided in return for the direct
protection of high conservation value forests. We thus request that alternative funding
sousces be sought after the election for the industry restructuring component of the

package.

Yours sincerely,

GeE[fC Lambert lan Cohen | | Dailen Pugh
The Wilderness Sosiety New South Wales Greensy  North East Forest Alliance
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Australian Conservation Foundation
South East Forest Alliance

Total Environment Centre

South East Forests Comservation Coumncil

MEDIA RELEASE
12/3/95

THE GREEN CHALLENGE

The Liberal National Party Coalition government led by John Fahey
yesterday failed its own new “Green Challenge” environment policy.
After being adressed by the Environment Minister Chris Hartcher, the
Government was unanimously condemned by hundreds of
conservationists. They were attending the Environment in Crisis
conference called to asses the environmental policies of the major
parties. After refusing to answer a questionare on its policies the
Coalition provided an environmental policy at the last minute which
contained only one sentence on forests and totally ignored wilderness.

“ The Coalition was judged a very poor last out of the four major
pariies. Some conservationists suggested ranking them 20th to reflect
their appalling record on the destruction of high conservation value old
growth forests such as the Coolangubra wilderness in the south east
and Wild Cattle Creek in north east NSW # said Noel Plumb,
spokesperson for the South East Forest Alliance.

“ Minister for the Envirc = at, Chris Hartcher, said if re-elected the
government would continue to implement the National forest Policy
Statement. We assume this means continuing to target for intensive
logging and woodchipping the Federal Government’s list of high
conservation value compartments,

“ The conference congratulated the Australian Democrats and The
Greens NSW on their unceasing efforts to protect our native forests.
The comprehensive forest and wilderness policies of The Greens and
the Democrats ranked them equal first “ said Mr Peter Wright, National
Biodiversity Campaigner for the Australian Conservation Foundatic:.

e ' 4 4 3
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“'ihe ALP's new forest policy was welcomed by the conference. While
not as far reaching as those of the two smaller parties it offers a basis
for resolution of the conflict over logging of old growth and wilderness
forests. The commitment to testructure the timber industry and create
a comprehensive, adequate and representative forest reserve system,
together with the promise to create 2 90,000 ha park in the South Hast
Forests puts them well ahead of the Coalition. The conference stressed
that the credibility of a Carr Labor Government would depend on it
implementing the new policy in an open and accountable way.

“ The independents Peter Macdonald, Clover Moore and John Hatton
were comunended by the conference for their support for environmental
protection over the life of the last Parliament ”.

For more information contact @
Noel Plumb (SEFA) on Ph 810 1603
ox Peter Wright (ACF) on Ph 665 7085



e G
E wAtle
DAILAN PJsH
IS

g

—
=t ————

(Czﬁizw LLEW€ (Ld/w'otvi@f«, “Elta(

l /’{7’_1/

MW’S dmb‘g”bﬂ/b "

[ %MM hgre ! L

dmnm ngﬁmr W M%
/h/',%,‘gaﬁ/w&g J

W@ | W&LWJ&(@ ”?
Y “{{ gafistactory
I ) /

FAday
JM ;;Z o ows
K@D ‘ iy 15 /‘fin?«s%er
/ pm/b(e/ | overgiaht Lorrvnal
éwfﬂ pn;ﬁc%@ﬁ%p M%kd e
6@149037{ CELNS W%my? 7 -
]IM
Koy b precwted Wﬁé"ﬁ”‘
367/%447/%# ' A
#
< ke

oY agsegsmenl
W of cnerillcs 70 e
H o donsing = £ 2. "
c‘md/( MW ﬁlmy#
sl i % ﬁcwmzﬁ@a reesf
Woyke.g ‘;;:/—.fo'r\eﬁ'- i;:’;’jyﬁ/%)y N
kv

W{/ﬁf (A/tﬁ// W
S il Y
| ol % wf/'//l/wxﬁéwd/ ()
¢ r
| / f[' /
7@7) a/m.y W\afﬁ/»‘a// RZF Sa/‘;f



FROM @ - O.PUGH MAR.03.95 B108 aM P.0B2

North East Forest Alliance

Media Release 9 March 1995
CARR'S FOREST POLICY REQUIRES MORE DETAIL

North East Forest Afliance (NEFA) spokesperson Dailan Pugh said that although the State ALP's
Forest Policy offers worthwhile initiatives, until Mr. Catr provides more details it is impossibic to te

whether the policy will in reality result in protestion of our rapidly diminishing oldgrowth forests and

Mr. Pugh said that it is cvident that both the ALP and the 1iberalNationals are well aware of the
averwhelming public support for the protection of oldgrowth forests and that the logging of
oldgrowth forests in north-cast NSW will be completed within five years.

"Mi. Carr nieeds to give a clear and unambiguous commitment to immediately protect high :
conservation value oldgrowth forest and wilderness and detail the assessment process to be used to
identify moratoria to protect these areas™.

"Until this is done there can be no guarantee that the ALP's policy will amount to more than the
hollow thetoric of the current government”,

"The initiative of coramitting significant funds to assist in timber indusiry restructusing is to be highly
- ’1"- .

"Though there needs to be acomnﬁmtomopenprmandgumteethatthemnﬁnimﬁvm
the Environmental Trusts will only be used to compensate workers for the direct protection of
threatened forests”,

"Industry restructuring which will inevitably resuit after the oldgrowth forests are cut out over the next
few years must not attract compensation”, he said.

M. Pugh said that in accondance with the Nations! Forest Policy the ALP Policy gives a commitment
to undertake comprehensive regional asscssments and to cstablish comprehensive, adequate and

‘ "Again there needs to be a commiiment to a balanced, open and accountable process that will ensure
the asscsstnent is done properdy”.

“Until Mr. Carr is prepared to claborate on these aspects of his policy # will be impossible to
dehnﬁne-whﬂhﬂmheismpoﬁngwmbembﬂmﬁany(ﬁﬁmtﬁmmmcﬁmﬁ
Mr. Pugh said,

"We can not agree with a number of other aspects of Carr’s Forest Policy, such as the indefinite
continuation of export woodchipping”. : ‘ : :

" ' i '
"But if we can get firm and worthwhile commitments on these fundamental issues we will be able to
have fzith that a Carr Labour Government will offer more for notth-cast NSW's forosts that the
Fahey Government”, ‘

"With less than five years Ieft it is now or niever for our cldgrowth forest and wildemess”, Mr. Pugh
said. | |

~
b
2

2

\ FOR FURTHER INFORMATION FLEASE CONTACT DAILAN PUGH ON 066 382268
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:COMMENT S ON ALP FOREST POLICY

Dailan Pugh, Notth East Forest Alliance

. On the 8th of March 1995 the NSW ALP released their forest policy. Following is 4 prefiminary critical

assessment of that policy. This only addresses issues raised in the policy and not the numerous issues which
are not mentioned.

~

There are three policy comnﬁlmcnis which are totally unacceptable:

| . wmmmmwmomemwmwzmommemn

wwdchippmg to continue mdeﬁmely'

- corporatmauonofthsm&vefomstsmofStaUcFm'estssoaswwqtmsmeFmtommageau
pative forests for maximurn timber production to make a profit at the expense of other forest values.
This apparently entails maintaining the current State Forests Board; and,

« wﬂhwﬁmofhcoheﬁmmﬂmmpmmnmumthuerhgmmﬁmﬂ

There are five policy commitments for which insufficient details are provided to determine how they will be
interpreted and applied in practice, these require more detail to make the intent clear and unambignous:

» undertaking regional assessments to identify a comprehensive, adequate and roprescntative reserve
system s supported in principle but thers is a need for detadl of the process to be used before it can be
accepied that there will be a worthwhile and just ouicome;

¢ the proposed Forestry Advisory Commitice is apparently a replicate of the existing Forestry Policy
Advisory Committee, there needs to be improved balance on the conunittee and an uhambiguous |
commitment that it will have a more meaningful rols;

¢ urgently rescheduling State Forests' logging program to avoid logging and roading in high conservation
value okigrowth forest and identified wildemess areas while an interim asscsyment is completed is
supported fn principle, though without identification of the process to be used and a clear commitment
10 protect all high conservation value areas it is irpossible to0 evaluate the merits of the process;

« undertaking an intoritn assesement process to identify areas 10 be placed under logging moratoria until a

comprehensive regional assessment is completed is supported in principle, until details of the criteria and

pmmmbemdmndmﬁymmmmmdedtmmmkmmmmmmmﬂ .
be a worthwhile owicome; and,

o ' establishing & structural adjustment fund of $60 million over five years, the administration of the fund
only by government, industry and urdons is unacceptabic, there needs to be a guatantee that the fund
wﬂlonlybemedtowmpmsateformepmtwhonofﬁnﬂmnedHCme

'I’hereareﬁvepokcymwlnchmmppom |

. thepmdm&unoﬂegaﬂyenforwablcﬁwymFmMmagammPMwhhp\ﬁﬁc comsultation and
enforcement by a Principle Forest Regulator responsible to the Minister for Planning;

. ﬂwwmmmmmdataknmomemmofm:dmuﬁedasmtbmgmqmedfmme

mmsyﬂemmmbbmmgmmdcﬂmmdmﬂmmﬁmmw
. mmmmmmwﬂa'mm
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. gammlofpmmctedlmdsmapswhichhmbwnwpmﬁsedby&wNaﬁmaleyatgmm
environmental cost; and, ‘

o expanding the hardwood plantation program.

- RESERVE SYSTEM :

The Policy gives a commitment to undertake Comprehensive Regional Assessments (CRAs) and identify
Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative (CAR) reserve systems. Identified CAR resexve arcas will
transferred to appropriate conservation agencies. :

mwﬁmwmmmkwmcmm&), co-ordinated by a
Regional Assessment Coordination Cormmittee (RACC), unfortumately no details of the membership of
these committees or the assessment process is provided.

Comment: These assessments need to be undertaken in a balanced, open and publicly accountable
manmer which is sufficiently detailed prior to the election. It is suggested that the RACC should be
comprised of a nomtinee from each of the Department of Planning, National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Nature Conservation Council, Ecological Society of Australia, an industry group, Labour
Council and a land manapement expert from a NSW tertiary institution appointed as chair. The
RACC should appoint the RACs. The Department of Planning and the National Parks and Wildlife
Service should have joint responsibility for the regional asscssments. .

HCV MORATORIA ’

The Policy states that based on the advice of the NPWS and other agencies the Government will urgently
reschedule State Forest's logging programs to aveid logging and roadimg in high conservation value
oldgrowth forests and identified wilderness areas, until the completion of an interim assessment process.

Comment: this is basically the wording of the NFPS with the exception that the moratorium will
only apply until the interim assessment is complete rather than the CRA is completed and a CAR
reserve system in place. Although the current government states that it is also following this process
it is evident that in practice they and State Forests are flagrantly abusing the process. The policy
needs to be far more specific regarding the assessment process to be used.

The second aspect to the process is a nine month interim assessment "involving all stakeholders at a regional
level” to determine longer term moratorium areas within 9 months.

Comment: there is no detail of who will identify these moratoria, which stakeholders will be
involved and what criteria will be used. This must be specified before it is possibie to have any faith
it will be donie properly. It is suggested that the RAC's undertake this task.

FOREST MANAGEMENT

Forestry Advisery Council

The policy gives a commitment to establish a Forestry Advisory Council (FAC) fo advise the Minister.
Membership will be 1 ministerial rep., 5 departmental (2 SF, no Soil Con.), 5 industry and union, 2
conservation and two scientist. It will also review Forest Management Plans,

Comment: the FAC is only to advise the minister and will have no dixect role in setting policies and
directions of State Forests aside from reviewing Forest Management Plans. The structure of FAC is
similar to the current Forest Policy Advisory Committee (FPAC) from which the four conservation
mpmmﬂaﬁvmmcetﬂymignedbecamﬂxsgmmmentwmigmdng,mmtseekhg advice on
crucial forest policy initiatives and not aflowing any role in directing the policies and practices of
State Forests. With its stronger union membership there is no guarantee that FAC will be any more
cffective in improving enviroamental policies and standards than FPAC.
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. Corporatisation :
The policy gives a commitrent to corporatise State Forests.

Connnent; the cotporatisation of the native forest sector is of grave concem. The necessity of State
Farests deriving a profit from nastive forests will continue the current massive cnvironmental '
problems resulting from State Forests aticmpting to wring every cent out of the forests and refusing
to undertake required environmental work on the grovunds that they can't afford it.

~ Resource assessments .
" The policy gives a commitment to undertake timber resource assessments of arcas identified as not being
required for the reserve system. .

Comment: Tesource assessments are 3 continuing process, though there is a need to improve the
methodotogy and fast track the assessment, The apparent commitment to expending more effort in
this area is supported, though there is an equal need to properly assess all forest values at the same
time (eg. natural, recreational, water, plant products gic.). :

INDUSTRY RESTRUCTURING
The poticy guarantess that resource security (“guarantee long-term timber supply”, “timber supply

. agreements™) will be granted once Regional Forest Agreements are completed.

Comment: memismgwaneeﬁm&wregionalassmmmbemdmakmusingapmpermd
,opmpmcm,ﬁmsﬂwdmgerofgmﬁngofmesecmiﬁymhighmmaﬁonvahemis
a likely outcome.

Aui-paﬁcmmmmeofmdusﬁ'y, government and unions will be mbﬁshcdmﬁnplmtmm
adiustment using $60 million from the Environment Trusts,

Comment: The establishment of a fimd to provide compensation to workers for the protection of
HCV forests is needed but there is a danger that the ALP proposal will simply become 2 siush fand
1o provide compensation cnce oldgrowth forests have been logged. There is no guatantee that the
money will only be used as compensation for the direct protection of oldgrowth and HCV forests,
and the committee does not include conservation representatives. This process necds fo be made
more accountable and balanced with a gnarantee that compensation will only be provided from
Environment Trasts as a trade-off for the protection of HCV forests. :

WOODCHIPPING
The policy commits the ALP to allow the export of woodchips indefinitely where they come from "genuine
hardwood sawlog residue and silvicultural practices”,

Comment: Sitvicultural practices are any activity that State Forests wish to undertake, they inchude
the removal of oidgrowth trees taking tp space where young trees could grow, residues from the
clearing of native forests for plantations (now becoming more common in north-east NSW) and any
other trees that State Forests consider "useless”. Afll woodchips currently being obtained from public
forests fall within these loose definitions. It is apparent it will be business as usual. There must be a
commitment to rapidly phase out export woodchipping, not continue it indefinitely.

TOURISM
The policy commits the ALP to redirect any income derived from recreational use of State Forests into the
plamtation developtent.

Comment: there is an weent need for the upgrading of recreational facilities in State Forests. Using
the user pay principle all imcome from recreational use should be directed into the improvement of
facilities, not redirected to timber production.



FROM @ ’ " D.PUGH MAR.@3.39% 2:28 PM P.00z

'PROPOSED LETTER TO CARR, RE: FOREST POLICY

DRAFT FOR CONSIDERATION FOR ENDORSEMENT BY OTHER GROUPS
WILL HAVE TO BE SENT TONIGHT AT LATEST

CONTACT: Dailan Pugh, 066 882268 fwx €3224%

- We, the undersigned conservation groups, welcome your forest policy as including the
potential to initiate a proper assessment of forest values, protection of high conservation
value forests, and assistance in mitigating any adverse impacts on the timber workers from
establishing an adequate conservation reserve system. We are prepared to endorse and :
actively support the bulk of your policy if you can expand upon committments by detailing -
satisfactory processes in key areas. We would be able endorse your policy in total if you

.could alter two other commitiments. ‘

There are five bolicy commitments for which insufficient details are provided to determine
how they will be interpreted and applied in practice, these require more detail to make the
intent clear and unambiguous: _ '
o undertaking regionai assessments to identify a comprehensive, adequate and
- representative reserve system | '

" This is supported in principle but there is a need for detail of the process to be used
before it can be accepted that there will be a worthwhile and just outcome. We request
that you consider our proposal for the assessments to be undertaken in a balanced,
open and publicly accountable manmer. We request that the RACC be comprised of a
nominee from each of the Department of Planning, National Parks and Wildlife Service,
Australian Nature Conservation Agency, Nature Conservation Council, Ecological
Society of Australia, an industry group, Labour Council and a land management expert
from a NSW tertiary institution appointed as chair. We request that the Regional
Assessment Coordination Committee (RACC) have the role of identifying appropriate
regions, establishing the RACs and coordinating the assessments. We also request that
wnder the direction of the RACs, the Department of Planming and the National Parks
and Wildlife Service shall have joint responsibility for the regional assessmens.

o urgently rescheduling State Forests' logging program to avoid logging and roading in
high conservation value oldgrowth forest and identified wilderness areas while an
interim assessment is completed o

It is agreed that this is the first requivement. Without identification of the process to be
used and a ¢lear commitment to protect.all high conservation value areas itis
impossible to evaluate the merits of the process. We request a categorical conmitment
that all high conservation value oldgrowth forests and identified wilderness areas will
be included in moratoria and suggest that the identification of these areas be overseen
by balanced regional working groups of the Department of Planning, National Parks
and Wildlife Service, State Forests, Nature Conservation Council and the CFMEU.



. Corporatisation ' | : ' )
’I‘hepohcyg:maconmtnmttocmpontmeStamFm ' ' ™
,
"Conmment: the corporatisation of the native forest sector is of grave concern. The neccssity of State”
Forests deriving a profit from aative forests will continve the current massive eavironmental

mbhmsmﬂgﬁmsmmemwMWﬂmmnofﬂmeMr&ﬁng
wmdemkoreqmdmmmlwoﬁon!thegmmdsﬁmﬂwymuffmdﬁ.

" The policy gives a commitment to undertake timber resource assessments of areas identified as not being
required for the reserve system.

. Comment; fesource assessments are a confinuing process, though there is a need to improve the
methodology and fast track the assessment. The apparent cormmitment to ¢xpending more effort in
this area is supported, though there is an oqual need to properly assess all forest valucs at the same
time (eg. natural, recreational, water, plantprodxmm)

INDUSTRYRESTRUCTUREVG
' The policy gnarantees that resource security ("guarante long-term timber supply”, "timber supply
. agreements™) will be granted once Regional Forest Agreements are completod.

Comment: there is no guarantes that the regional assessments will be undertaken using a proper and
. OPSN PrOCess, ﬂmﬂwdmofgmofmemmymlﬁghmmmmm
a likely outcoms.

A tri-partic committee of industry, mmmdmwmbeaﬁblﬂhedmmhmmmum
a@mmg%ﬁnﬂhmﬁommmem '

Comment: The establishment of a fund to provide compenszation to workers for the protection of
HCV forests is needed but there is a danger that the ALP proposal will simply become a shush fund
to provide compensation once oldgrowth forests have been logged. There is no guaranice that the
money will only be used as compensation for the direct protection of oldgrowth and HCV forests,
and the committee does not include conservation representatives. This process needs to be made
more accountable mwmammmwﬂmumﬁmm
EnvnmeutTmmasatada—oﬂ'for&emmmofHCme

WOODCHIPPING

mmmmMmmmmammmmmwmm genuine
hardwoodsawlogmduemdsﬂuculhnalp:mﬂnes

Comment: Sitvicultural practices are any activity that State Forcsts wish to undertake, they include
" the removal of oldgrowth trees taking up space where young trees could grow, residues from the
clearing of native forests for plantations (now becoming more common in north-cast NSW) and any
other trees that State Forests consider "useless”. Anwoodchpsmﬂybemgobtamodﬁmwbhc
forests fall within these Joose definitions. It is apparent it will be business ag usual. There must be a

cmmmnentmramdtyphaseomexpoﬁwmdohm tot continue it indefinitcly.

TOURISM
mmmmmwmtmymmmmm&smwmmm
plantation development. f

Comment: there is an wgent need for the upgrading of recreational facilities in State Forests. Using
b ﬁamwmmleﬂmﬁmm&onﬂmmwmwdmmemmmof
- ficilities, not redirected to timber production.
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mwmmmmmmmammm bii
hmwmmmmem.uﬁmmmmmmmw
ofPlaming.NaﬁonalPatkSand life

mecpmisa:ﬁnemmﬂhmtm
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5 will be 1 ministerial 7o 5 departmental (2 SF, 80 Soil Con), 5 industry and union, 2
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environmental cost; and,

. expanding the hardwood plantation program. | | o

f:f'RESERVE SYSTEM

MPoﬁcygmacommmwmdemkeCmmhmRmﬂAsmm(CRAs)mdﬂmﬁy

: Comprehensive, Ammdmm(cm)wmmcmmmwiﬂ

mfmedmap;xopnateconsavanonagcnms

Ihuemmmbemdemkmkegmmcmmneﬁmm), co-ordipated by a
Regional Assessment Coordination Committee (RACC), unfortunatsly no details of the membership of

. these committees or the assessment process is provided,

Coununent; These assessments need to be undertaken in a balanced, open and publicly accountable
manner which is sufficientty detailed prior to the election, It is suggested that the RACC should be
comprised of a nominee from each of the Department of Planning, National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Nature Canservation Council, Ecological Society of Australia, an industry group, Labour
Council and a land management expert fiom a NSW tertiary institution appointed as chair. The
RACC should appoint the RACs. 'I'heDeparnnentofPlammgmdtheNatwnalParksandWﬂdhfe
Semoeshouldhaw;omtresponm'bihtyfmﬁleregimmasmm

HCVY MORATORIA

’I‘hePohcystamﬂ:atbasedonmeadmeofﬂwNPWS and other agencics the Government will wrgently
reschedule State Forest's logging programs to avoid logging and roading in high conservation value
oldgrowth forests and identified wilderness arcas, until the completion of an interim assessment process.

Comment: this is basically the wording of the NFPS with the exception that the moratorium will
only apply until the interim assesement is complete rather than the CRA is completed and a CAR
reserve system in place. Although fhe current government states that it is also following this process
it is evident that in practice they and State Forests are flagrantly abusing the process. The policy
needs to be far more spesific regarding the assessment process fo be used.

The second aspect to the process is a nine month interim assessment "ivolving all stakeholders at a regional
lewvel” mdctcmnelmgerwtmmommmmmﬂﬂn9mmnhs.

Comment: ﬂneremmdsmﬂofwhowiﬂldmtﬂyﬂwsemumwna,whmhsmkeholdmmnbc
involved and what criteria will be used. This mmst be specified before it is possible to have any faith
it will be done properly. It is supgested that the RAC's undertake this task.

FOREST MANAGEMENT .

Forestry Advisory Council v

ThepohcygtmacnmlmenttoestabhshaForwtryAdﬁsoryCoundl(FAC)madvzsetheM’nnster

Membership will be 1 ministerial rep., § departmental (2 SF, no Scil Con.), 5 industry and union, 2

conservation and two scientist. It will also review Forest Management Plans,
Commmt.ﬂmFACmonlymadmﬁlemwrandwmhmn‘odnectrolemsewngpohmand
directions of State Forests aside from reviewing Forcst Management Plans. The structurs of FAC is
simyilar to the current Forest Poticy Advisory Commnittes (FPAC) from which the four conservation
mmmmmmgwmmtmmmmtmhngMM
mﬂfomthmmﬁmdmmwmgmyrdemm&epobmmdm&
State Forests. Wuhrmsu'ongermmmﬂmbemhpthemrsnogummmatFACwmbcanymom'
effective in improving environmentad policies and standards than FPAC,
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NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW... TOTAL ENVIRONMENT
CENTRE... AUSTRALIAN CONSERYVATION FOUNDATION... NATIONAL PARKS
ASSOCIATION OF N8W... CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF THE SOUTH EAST
REGION & GANBERRA... SOUTH EAST FORESTS CONSERYATION COUNCIL

MEDIA RELEASE...MEDIA RELEASE...MEDIA RELEASE...March Bih 1995
ALP’S FOREST POLICY - A STEP FORWARD

The ALP’s forast policy, releasad today, was viewed by environiment groups as a
significant advance on the NSW Coalition Government current forest policy and
practices.

Forest poliey*is likely to the crucial in the coming State election, whose outcome

may be determined by green preferances.

Mt Carr's pol_lcy shows a sense of urgency to resolve the forest dispute which
recognisas that it's *now or never’ for the forests.

The policy must be read in conjunction with the ALP's recently-raleased Nature
Conservation policy, which pledged protection for some important old growth
areas, hotably the South East National Park. The package could be further
enhanced by an anticipated announcement, later in the election campaigh, of
substantial commitments to protect wilderness.

The policy makes an important commitment to ‘urgently reschedule logging
programs... to avoid logging and roading in high consarvation value old growth
forests and identified wilderness areas pending the completion of an interim
assessment process’

The ALP's policy also providas for expenditure of $60 million over a five year
period for timber industry structural adjustment, with $35 in the first year.
Funding is crucial to the suctess of any serious attempt to resolve the forest
dispute. To date, no major party at State level has made an expenditutre

commitment of this magnitude. The pressure is now on the Federal Government
to make a similar funding pledge.

Several points in the forest policy are of serious concern to consarvationists, and
cannot be supported. These include:

o Afudged commitment to phasing out native forest export woodchipping. The
policy says that ‘a Carr Government will encourage a more rapid phase-out
[than by the year 2000] of hardwood export weodchipping not based entirely
oh genuine hardwood sawlog residue and silvicultural practices. This is a
very qualified commitment to & phase-out of native forest export
woodchipping so clearly supported by the community.

page 1
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o Failure to include all high conservation value forests in the moratorium.

o |nsufficient detall on the accountability of processes to oversigh’ st

assessment. If the community lacks confidence in the proces they

cannot lead to a longterm resolution of the Issue.

o  Lack of accountability in the expenditure of rastructuring funds.

Conservationists are concerned that money from the Environmental Trusts

could be used for new industry projects not directly linked to saving forests.

Environmentalists will continue to campaign oh these matters, and 1o seek
improvements to all parties’ forest policies.

At prasent, there can be no comparison between the ALP'S torest policy and the

Coalition’s, because the latter has yet to be released. So far in this election
campaign, only the NSW National Party has released a forest potlicy - agnd itls

appalling.
ENDS...

For turther information contact:

Sid Walker Nature Conservation Counc! 02 247 42086 (W)
7 02 305 080 (h)
Jetf Angel Total Environment Centre 02 247 4714 (W)

Peter Wright Austraiian Consetvation Foundation 02 247 4285 (w)
' ' 02 665 7085 (h)

Anne Reeaves National Parks Association of NSW 02 264 7994 (W)
02 660 5694 (h)

page 2
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SHOP 1, GLOUGESTER WALK, B3 CUMBERLAND STREET, SYDNEY. N.8.W_ 2000
’ © Phones (02) 247 4714 = (02) 247 8476 Eax (02) 247 7118

FAX: PETER/NCC DAILAN/NEFA |
SIMON/BEGA S
PETER WRIGHT, SID, CRAIG/CANBERRA (SEN DEVEREAUX] <&—

JAMES/TWS NOEL

DATE: 2 MARCH 1998
FROM: JEFF ANGEL
RE: ALP FORESTRY POLICY - please reply by fomeorrow am

CONFIDENTIAL

After a number of conversations with various people and media, it is now my
view that we need 1o make one find offer on wording. The window of
opporiunity is narrowing. | think the ALP ere looking for a solution and we (if
we appear reasonable) cffer their best hope.

I suggest the following warding to eover our three points:

o "The maratorium and rapid assessment processes during 1995 willbe )
undertaken in conjunction with current Coemmonwedlth requirerments for |

environmental values.” 4{4

J \ t:l ‘
. Wl b
o ‘A COH LQbOr GOV@HH Ne! it will use QH CWQ“ﬂble pOWEFS‘fO QChieve fhis

program, with the State Govemnment making the final decisions on meraiia
and land-use."

o "itis recognised that il stakeholders require frcnsborency and
accountability in decision making about morateria; resarves: and
expenditure of funds for timber industry assistance. This will include:

public pr"zipation in development of assessment methodologies:
the advice of independent scientists;

public access and comment on draft repons;

the involvement of lead planning and conservation agencies,
independeni scientists and sick-rolder groups in regional
assessment commitiess; ane

oZfan advisory role forthe FAC | -~ ®  Fjture of restycturing funds and
la public report on each progr. T

O O 0

The amangements for these matters will be finalised within one menth of
taoking office,”

o {affer year 2000] - “Where regional cireumstances permit a more rapid
phase-out of export woodchipping will be investigated.”

Rinthisted
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“New ALP |

greening
likely to

By PAUL CHAMBERLIN

1

Less than a month before the
NSW election, Opposition Leador
Bob Carr is likely to know today
whether he will face the weight
of a union- and employer-led cam-

- palgn against him on forest is-

sues,

The key Construction Forestry
Mining and Energy Union. is
threatening to “dwarf” the block-
sde of Parliament House in Can-
berra earlier this month with
similar protests against Mr Carr,
which could damage the Labor
Lendel's momentum irrcpargbly.

NSW Labor politicians and ad-
visers, union and green group re-
presentatives were locked in ne-
gotlations last night, {he unions
having put a list of five major
concerns 10 Mr Carr yesterday.

The secretary of the forestry di-
vision of the CFMEU, Gavin Hill-
er, sald Mr Carr's latest promise,
mate on Sunday, to create 24
new natiunu) parks across the
state, the bvundaries and size yel
to be determined, was extremecly
worrying for 5000 CFMEU union
members in the NSW timber in-
dustry.

Others problems included w

" proposal for 10 new wilderness

areas; the planned setting-aside
from logging of any area of forest
regrowth deemed to have hlgh
oonservation value; and planned
legislation o protect scemic riv-
ers, which might cut into caich-
ments and logging coupes needed

by induestry.

- “If he tries to bring in all these
things, we're dead,” Mr Hillier

-said. “On tup of our membery,

there's 1TwuU drivers and
non-union people in the industry
and in the nearby fowns to con-
sider as well”
Y the CFMEU did not have u
satistactury response by Sam to-
day, a serles of meelings between
federsl and state union leaders,
employers and workers would be
convened within 48 hours to con-
sider more action.

»Any campatgn would be quick

] . and sharp. It would be like an in-
" dustrial diepute, only belter, be-

cause all; the parties would be
wying to kil one party.”

Much of the negotiating has
been carried out by Labor back-
benchers Cralg Enowles and Kim
Yeadon, effectively sidelining the
Opposition's accrediled environ-
ment and land spokespeaple.

Mr Carr has run a pro-ebviron |
ment line in the leadup to the

March 25 poll, kick-staried by a

vow o protect from all Josging

any coupes in NSW among 1300 |

identified by the federal Environ- |-
ment Minister, Juhn Faulkner, as
likely to be of high conservation
value, Lo "t

This outraged industry and did |
litile to appeas: conservation
movement leaders, who sald they
were still lkely (o campaign
against Mr. Curr, However, his e

" gepits  announcements  have

calmed green anger at NSW Lu
bor over woodchipping.
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ThE NATURE CDNSERVATIO\I COUNCIL OF NSW
39 GEORGE 5T

"THE ROCKS NSW 2000

PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228

FAX: - (02) 247 5945

Mr Bob Carr

Leader of the Opposition
Parliament House
Macquarie St

SYDNEY 2000

Tue, 25 Feb 1995
In fi - Ig fey
Dear riv . o1,

As you will be aware, représentatives from the major conservation groups met
-Luterday with Kim Yeadon and Alan Hansell in an attempt to finalise the
ALP’s forest policy in a form acceptable to the conservation movement,
Representatives of the CFMEU were irivolved in parallel negotiations with My
Yeadon and Mr Hansell. :

These negotiations broke down at 11pm, after 9 hours, following a similarly
long and arduous session the previous week. We regret this, since considerable
progress had been made, and your negotiators had earlier indicated that the
remaining differences appeared surmountable. However, the points of
difference, which were not resolved, are crucial to the conservation movement,

There were three principal areas of disagreement:
1/ The range of ‘values’ te be put under meratorium.

Your negotiators were willing to offer a moratorium only on ‘high
conservation value’ old growth forests and identified wilderness areas. They
were not prepared to agree to a more general moratorium commitment for high
conservation value (HCV ) forests. HCV in this context includes old growth,

P

) 4

Tha Ward Cenverarea Unas
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wilderness, habitats of rare and threatened species, areas of high biodiversity,
World Heritage etc (that is, the range of-values applied by Minister Faulkner
last year and inherent in a range of govermment conservation obligations and
agreements),

We aclmowlédged that the policy would reserve ultimate decisions on
moratoria to the NSW Government - but felt it imperative that a general
commitment to protection of all HCV areas was enshrined in the policy.

We sought a pledge to protect all the high conservation values of areas
identified as HCV by Senator Faulkner in December 1994. This would be
consistent with your letter to the Prime Minister of late last year

We are most disappointed that these positions were not acceptable to the NSW
ALP. We czunot support a policy which fails to acknowledge the need to
protect the full range of high conservation value forests. We are surprised that
the ALP could contemplate going to the electorate without a commitment to
protecting, for example, the habitats of endangered species or vegetation
communities which have been reduced to less than 1% of their original range!

2/ Processes relating to the moratorium and snbsequent assessment
processes.

All partes to the negotiations agreed to a three-stage process of (1) moratoria,
(2) rapid assessments and (3) comprehensive regional assessments leading to
the establishment of comprehensive, adequate and represe~iztive reserve
systems.

- However, your negotiators appeared unwilling to agree to our suggestions for
these processes. At no point did we seek other than balanced membership on
the bodies charged with undertaking the process. But the sticking point was the
transparency and public accountability of these processes.

We have endured so many bad experiences at State and Federal level over the
years in which secretive and biased processes have led to dismal outcomes for
the forests, that we are unable in good conscience to recommend to the
community processes which are not both accountable and transparent,

3/ The phase-out period for export woodchipping in south east NSW,

There is a current window of opportunity to phase out export woodchipping in
the South East within the next two years without nett loss of employmeiit.
New jobs will be created by CSR’s expansion and new developments =i its

page 2
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softwood operations in Tumut, Oberon and Bombala, and these are more than
equal to the total employment levels in the region’s woodchip-driven native
forest timber industry.

1o the spirit of compromise, we merely requested a pledge from the ALP to
“seek to initiate” such a phase-out by consulting with industry and the unions.
After initial suggestions that this would be acceptable, the ALP negotiators
later withdrew this possibility, Unwillingness to initiate even such a limited
process leaves us with no confidence that the ALP intends to make any
‘significant changes to industry structure.

Without commitments on these three vital principles, we believe it will be
difficult for Labor to convince the public that there is a clear difference
between the ALP and the Coalition on forest policy. Nor do we believe the
conservation movement can support the ALP’s forest policy in the form
currently proposed, notwithstanding some positive elements in the current
draft,

We seek an urgent meeting with you to resolve the key outstanding differences,
which we believe can be overcome only though your direct intervention.

Yours sincerely,

P S
Geoff Lambert T o, . )
The Wildermess Society :.:.’ff.‘;g-wfbﬂf o /ln e {
T e ¥ RN

Noel Plumb SN ) &{«i-- " ‘i
South East Forest Alliance - {  +/\.. 384 RN ULV N

7. e 7
Sid Walker / ya f” o

Pt AT

;oL AR
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 4/ =" | .
: / SR

- on behalf of NSW environment groups represented at the negotiations -

page 3
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. NSW FOREST SUMMIT: MEDIA RELEASE %

i

Sth February 1995 EMBARGO 1O MIDNIGHT

0 FORESTS CRUCIAL TQ NSW

STATE ELECTION RESULT

Cdﬁer\amﬂ*suﬁttﬂﬂdlﬂﬂ the }\‘S“' orest Sunynit on Sund"iy 5th

February alfirmed that protection of native farests will be g central
* Issue in the coming State clection, and the NSW environmient

movemeqrwill mobilise as never belore 1o Influgrice the oulcome, 4

Lhe Summit récognised that the next four years are ciucial for
e NSW!'s pemaliaing old growth and wilderness forests. If current
. policies are not reversiid, old growth dnd wilderness forests butsice '
the existing, grossly inadequate, fofestod reserve system will all be
gone in northeeasiern NSW within thenoxt five years, even sooner
- Westolthe divide, and within a decade m all régions. Tnless these
A ? areaywwithin the nextrerm of poverninent, as well as all rare
‘ ' ecological cammamilics and habitais of enda; igered spedies, a wave
' of extinctions will inevitably follow.

The meetmg beligved the crisis in our forests presentsa rhalléngs
to all palitical parties aiid candidates contesting the March 25th

- State eleclion. Any party whose policy is not § ubstantally better
than the Keating Governnient's curyent position will bevigorously
opposed. 4

[he Summitcontdemned the Fahey Governnient for its despicable

role in the pecent woodchip licence controversy. It Is responsible

for the NSWilogging program. The NSW Coalition Governinent's

andalism s fiustrated by the fact that 20% of all State forests in .
artheast NSW was earmarked for logging in 1995 ~and half the '

compartments throughout Australia recommended for protection |

ator Faulkner are located in NSW,

meeting noted that while a growing nunmber of Liberal Pasty

porters-are concerned about the Coalition's appalling forest

‘the National Party’s stranglehold has so far frustrated ali

pIs at improvement, '

k e Smmit called on the Faliey Government o nmmediately place . ,

L atorium all the 674 areas identified as potentially &g& :

- conservation value by the Federal Environment Minister (the i
creclibility of this list has been falsely attacked - s8¢ attached), It
demanded protection of all remaining old growth forest, 2 rapid .
phasesait 6f export woodehipping and the establishment of a fully
comprehensive forest resorve system. o




As well as Stare et tion strategy, theSwininit considered the'
fortheoming by-election ity the Federal sc. of Canberra inwhich™
woodchipping will be a Wiy Iisue, T l‘z' coming Federdl ek:ahm
was also discussed,

The Swmmil relterated the canservation novenent's commiutent
to asuslainable wood products Industry increasingly based on o
plantations and other fibre resources. 1t called on the NSW and. !I. N
Federal Governmionts 1 stop appeasing multinational logging
companieswhich are destroving datve forests for shori-term

profils; and inumediawly fuaricl & restructus iz g progia to

accompany emgrgency measures 1o save Uhe forests.

Groups af the NSW Forest Sumimit expressed anger and frustration
that irvall the yeaS that of striving to ensute pretection of our
precious fovest hevitage, their repeated calls for provisian.of
sustainable Jubs and the profection of loca] conimunities has been
jenored.  Industry and governiments necd to work with the
consemvation movement to secuie the-prowection of the [I’th.a.ts and
of the reglons in the interests of usall

For farther information contact:

Std Walker D18 - 464671 02 30 5090 h 02 247 4206 W
BrookeWatson . 015 899514

Anne Reeves, ! w‘hks;.ﬂ.m)u!au»:m af NSW Inc 02 6605694
*‘ﬂub 'Dm—l‘ B ol 488848~ of 2491858 Ga)
For iurthm: Braatlon contac b

: R
.wg February 5th NSW I«“Le:pt Sumimit included:

servation Foundation
[Va h’)ﬂ Saclety
Camnic] of the Sauth Bast Region & Eanberra
oundation
ks Assoctation of NSW
2 Conservation Comdil of NSW
irth Coast Emvirorment Council
North w Forest Alliance
South East Farest Alliance
South East Forests Conservation Cotnicil
Tamworth Eavirgament Centre
The Oxypen Farm
The Wilderness Society
Total Envirodment Centre
Wingham Forest Action -
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From Peter Prineas

To make it possible to arrive at an agreed position today | have drafted
a joint proposal which combines the proposals and suggestions put - ..

foward by Jeff and Dailan and the claims put at our last meeting with
the ALP.

1. formally dedicate all of the ALP’s promised new national parks \/
and wilderness areas in the first year of government.

2. impose immediately a 12 month moratorium on logging in all high ‘)
conservation value forest compartments identified by Commonweaith
Environment Minister Faulkner, where such compartments are not /
protected by national park or wilderness dedication under (1) above.

3. retain and enforce fully all existing environmentai controls in
areas where logging is to continue, including environmental impact /
assessment, fauna impact assessment, soil conservation and pollution
controis. .

A, inmediately direct the NPWS, in co-operation with ANCA, to
undertake a rapid assessment of all NSW public forests within a period
of eight months to identify those forest areas likely to be required to-
secure a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system.
The rationale, process, and methodolgy for the assessment will be
stated at the commencement of the process in an initial report
exhibited for public comment. The draft final report with
recommendations on forest areas needed for the reserve system will be
exhibited for public comment. The recommended areas will be protected
from logging by moratorium until the completion of comprehensive
regional assessments of NSW public forests and a final determination
by the NSW Government. '

S.  Establish by legislation a process for comprehensive regional
assessment of public forests to be completed for all regions of the
State within three years. (Structure and membership/control as per the
proposal drafted by Dailan). At the end of the CRA process the
Goverrunent will dedicate a comprehensive forest reserve system under
legislation as identified by the process.

6. Establish immediately a Forest Practices Review Board (as per
proposal by Dailan).

DNEATT VERSI 0N oF
CONSEENATOND (L @2OuUe D,
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5.4.  Establishment within the first three months of a Carr Labor
Government of a process for comprehensive assessment of native
forests;to be completed for the whole State by March 1997, The
structure, membership, control and related aspects of this process are
currently under discussion by the environment groups and our position
will be advised in two weeks. The environment groups agree that the
ALP’s current policy for an assessment process, as proposed by the
ALP’'s spokesman on forestry policy, is wholly unacceptable. At the end
of the assessment progess atbhmt}/gmment will 'dedi-catg a
compr&hensn@g%st reserve system under legislation in accordance
with the recommendations produced by the process.

to fully implement and enforce all private land clearing and land
protection controls, including immediate gazettal of maps for all
protected lands.

g #. an immediate direction to CALM and the Soil Conservation Service \/

GE. Establishment within the first three months of a Carr Labor
Government, under legisiation, of a Forest Practices Review Board
charged with establishing a code of practice controlling logging on
lands of all tenures and requlating forestry operations. The draft code
of practice is 10 be exhibited for public comment hefore adoption. The \/
code of practice is to be fully enforceable by third parties in the Land
and Environment Court. The FPRB is to be comprised of representatives
of State Forests, NPWS, EPA, Soil Conservation Service, Nature
Conservation Council of NSW, CFMEU, Ecological Society of Australia
and an independent (non government) chairperson. <

9. Establishment and implementation in the first six months of a
Carr Labor Government of a timber industry restructuring program with
ptiority to those areas of the State affected by the 1995 new national
park and wilderness area gazettals. The restructuring program is to be
doavisod by a committee comprising representatives of DoP, Premier’s
Office, Staie Forests (ping section), NPWS, two persons nominated by
MCC, a nominee of the CFMEU. Local area consultations are to be
unidertaken. Key elemants of the program will include:

* provision of low conservation value native forest areas to meet
transitional needs;

* comprehensive assessment of available resource (particularly



pine plantations and native forest regrowth), value adding potential,
review of logging quotas;

* integration of pine industry developments with withdrawal of
native forest resources from industry;

* open tendering process for identified forest resources and
consultation with local communities prior to allocation;

* government asy..ance for mill restructuring and manufacturing
-based ..n small wood;

* government assistance for alt: aative industry and employment
projects based on management of new national parks, ecotourism, local
improvement programs;

* government assistance for new hardwood plantation projects;

* government assistance for structural adjustment packages

including redundancy payments and acquisition of plant and equipment.

10.  Commitment to phase out woodchipping in NSW native forests
within the first term of a Carr Labor Government.

3 January 1995
ENDS.

3191513
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e EseaBlishment within tag “na smroe moatng of o Carr Labor

Governmant of a groccss Tof © £ @RRNGIVE gscessment of native
forestgsto be compleved for the whelz Stete by March 1997. The
STFUCLUTE, MEMDeNsHid, cortres end ralated sspeats of ¢his process are
currently under diseussion ky tho CrVireNmEnt groups end our position
will be advised in two weeks, Tlig ervifonment greups agree that the
ALP's current policy ¥or £n1 £SSCEGMICAT Procass, &s proposed by the
ALP's spokesman on forestry aotey, i8 wholly unacceptable. At the end
of the 283eEaieny, Process (1 Caverament will dedicate a

» GRS oo g g st .
camprehensz@éfé?ﬁs? rasorvle sys’?em under legisiation in accordance
with the recomwmendetions profused 2y the procass.

gg. . an immediote ciraction o ~AlM sré the Sell Congervation Service

to fully implement eng onferea &l PIVILe loac clearing and land
protectien contiols, including immediate gazettal of maps for all
protected lands.

GO Esteblighment within ¢ fret tnree months of a Carr Labor

Governdmeny, undar tagislation; nf a Forest Practices Review Board .
charged with esta2lsning & code of practice controlling legoing on
lands of all tenurss znd regulating ‘orastry oparations. The draft code
of practice is 1o b2 extisitod for public comment before adoption. The
code of practice is to ba fully chiorceable by third parties in the Land
and Environmant Court. The FPR3 s Lo be comprised of reprosentatives
of State Forests, NPWS, EFA, Soil Conservation Service, Nature
Conservetion Councilt of NSW, CEMZEU, Ecological Sociasty of Australia
and an independant (non governmant) chairperson. <

9. Estzblishment onc implementotion in the first six months of a
Carr Labor Govarnmont of @ tmber Industry restructuving program with
priority to those areus of the State affected by the 1995 new national
park end wilderness arez pazettals. The restructuring program is to be
devised by 2 commigtae CoMPTIsSing representatives of DoP, Premier’s
Office, State Forests {ping saction), WPWS, two peraons nominated by
NCE, a nominge of the CFVMEU. Local aren consuketions are to be
vadertshen. ey clemeats of The Bregrem will Inglude:

* provision of low CONBEIVOTION velus netive forest areas 1o meot
transitions! neeos;

" COMPIENLNS.VG A8 TTONT a? zvalleble resource (particularty

Rl JaH.03.95 3:16 PH E.op=
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-u plantations and nath forest rogrewth), velue adding potential,
“wview of logging quetos;

* integration of pine indusiry devslopiments with withdrawal of
native forest resources from ingustry;

* open tendering procass for identified forest resources and
consultation with local communitivs prior to allocation;

* government assistance for milli restructuring and manufacturing
based on small wood;

* government assistence for alternative industry and employment
projects based on management of new national parks, ecotourism, local
IMProvemens, programs;

* government pssistance ¥for new hardwood plantation projects;
* government 2gsistance for structure! adjustment packages

including recdundancy payments and acquisition of plant and eguipment.

10. Commitment to phase out woggchipping in NSW native forests
within the first term of a Carr Labor Government.

3 January 1985
ENDS.

3191513
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.7 JSED POLICY INITIATIVES FOR NSW

2% - prepared by Dailan Pugh.

is time to overcome the divistveness it our community and progress NSW towards the next
-+ illennium. We need to ensure that we establish an adcquate reserve system and manage our
v:sources wisely and sustainably. To help achieve this it is proposed to injtiate regional assessments
taroughout NSW and ensure the involvement of all interest groups and the wider community. H is
only through a balanced and open process that the community can have faith that the outcome is fair
_and squitable.

Due to the inaction of the current government it is no longer feasible to complete regional assessments
of forests by the 1995 deadline set by the National Forest Policy. In order to protect high
conservation values while regional assessmenis are underiaken interim processes will immediately be
initiated.

COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL ASSESSMENTS

Comprehensive Regional Asscssments (CRAs) will collate comprehensive and adeguate information
on cach region to: identify comprehensive, adequate and representative teserve sysiems, develop
strategies to maintain biodiversity, assist in regional planning, provide bascline data for environmental
auditing, and identify the resources available for sustainable communities and industry.

CR As will be completed for all £=/557 regions it NSW by the end of this millennium. Within three
years CRAs will be completed for all forest regions. The Department of Planning will be the
responsible agency for regional assessments.

A Regional Assessment Co-ordination Commitiee will be established to oversee the identification
of regions and the assessment process. The Regional Assessment Co-ordination Committes will be
comprised of one representative of each of the Department of Planning, National Parks and Wildlife
Service, State Forests, Environmental Protection Authority, Soil Conservation Service, NSW
Tourism, JJepartment of Water Resources, Department of Mineral Resources, Nature Conservation
Council, National Parks Association, Trades Labour Council, and [industry group].

Regional Assessment Forums will be established in ¢ach region to guide and supervise the
assessment process. Membership of this committee will be comprised of the chair of the Regional
Assessment Co-ordination Comunittee, National Parks and Wildlife Service, State Forests,
Environmental Protection Authority, Soil Conservation Service, NSW Tourism, Department of Water
Resowrces, Department of Mineral Resources, Local Government, Nature Conservation Council,
National Parks Association, Trades Labour Council, and [industry group]. The Regional Assessment
Forum, amongst these members. will include representaiives from cach of the Project Steering
Committces. All meetings of the Regional Assessment Forum will be open to the public.

asHun, cach wegien
Progect steering committees will be established for each major subject area. These committees will
include representatives of each of the responsible government agencies and relevant community
interest groups:

Conservation Evaluation Steering Committee.
Duties: to oversee the collation of adequate data on flora and fauna for cach regjon, oversee
oldgrowth forest assessments, design options for comprehensive adequate and representative
reserve systems and identfy strategics to protect biodiversity. ”
Responsible zgencies: National Parks and Wildlife Service, Australian Natwe Conservation
Ageney.
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To make it possible to arrive at an agreed position today | have drafted
a joint proposal which combines the proposals and suggestions put
foward by Jeff and Dailan and the claims put at our last meeting with
the ALP,

5w Peter Prineas

1. formally dedicate all of the ALP’s promised new national parks
and wilderness aregs in the first year of government.

2. impose immediately 3 12 month moratorium on logging in all high
conservation value forest compartments identified by Commonweaith
Environment Minister Faulkner, where such compartments aré not
protected by natlonal park or wilderness dadication under (1) above.

3. retain and enforce fully ali existing environmental controels in
areas where logging is to continue, including environmental impact
assessment, fauna impact assessment, soil conservation and pollution
controls,

4. immediately direct the NPWS, in co-operation with ANCA, 0
undertake a rapid assessment of all NSW public forests within a period
of eight months to identify those forest areas likely to be required to
secure a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system.
The rationale, process, and methodolgy for the assessment will be
sgated at the commencement of the process in an initial report
exhibited for public comment. The draft final report with
recommendations on forest areas needed for the reserve system will be
exhibited for public comment. The recommended areas will be protected
from logging by moratorium until the completion of comprehensive
regional assessments of NSW public forests and a final determination
by the NSW Government.

5,  Establish by legisiation 2 process for comprehensive regional
assessiment of public forests to be completed for all regions of the
State within three yoars. (Structure and membership/control as per the
proposal drafted by Dailan). At the end of the CRA process the
Government will dedicate a comprehensive forest reserve system under
legislation as identified by the process.

6. Establish immadiately a Forest Practices Review Board (2s per
proposa! by Dailan),

F.002



7, Establish and begin implementing in the first six months of
government a timber industry restructuring program (as per proposal by
'+ Joff with Dailan’s suggestions; conservation representative to be
~aminated by NCE). The basis of the restructuring program is to reflect
the Prime Minister's recent promise to reduce the access of the export
‘woodchip industry to native forests by 20% per annum.

Does this meet with broad agreement? Can we use this as a basis for
discussion in the phone conference as it allows far all matters of
concern to be raised and dealt with.

PP
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ALP FORESTRY POLICY - PROGRAM FO

S

R FOREST CONFLICT RESCLUTION

Fingl Drafi/peall grovps proposol
l1efT Angel Spm 3/1/98

i- Gezotte national park promises during 1998, These Involve significant aregs of high
conservation vaiue forest, arlicuiarly in the soulh eqst and gazeital intentions immediaieiy
require development and implementation of fimber incusiry restructuring plans.

2. implement @ moraiarium on lkegging of ali old

growin and wiiderness forests, including

nigh conservation vaolus companments identified by Federal Minister for Environment. In

fnost areas the Faulkner fist will apply to the 1995

year of logging planned by State Forgsts,

During fhis period uadarigke a rapid assessrent of all remaining high conservalion value

foresis lkely fo be required for g comprehensive,

adequate and representative raserve

system, @s the basis for o furthey moraiarivm during 19¢6.

The assessment fo be undertakon by the NEW Naf

lonal Parks and Wildlife Service,

3. During the first year of government baogin deyelopmen’r and implementation of fimber
indusiry restruciuring programs, with prority for areas affecied by 1995 park gazetials. The

program o be devised by Depariments of Pigani

Ng: Fremiers Gffice; Sigie Forests fpine

section); Notisnal Parks ond Yidiife Service; a conservation representafive and CFMEU rep,
Loced consuliations 1o ke vndertaken. Key elamenis fo include: :

* prov;is!’on of ransifonot lovwr conservation value nafive forest areas:
¥ comprehensive aasossment of available resources gnd value-adding {especially pine
planiations and naiive forest regrowth] end review iegging quotas;

* infogration of gine industry developrnenfs with

withdrawal frem native forest logging;

* ovarsee an opan fendering pro~oss for lentiied fosouTees and consuliation with local

communilies befere allocatien oi icsourges:

* government assistance wii mill resteucturing and alfernglive menufaciuring based on

small woaod;

* alternaiive industryfjob prajects Bosed on naw
and local improvement programs:

° expansion of hardwosad plantafion projects;

naiional park managemeani, ecolowrism

© development of siructural adjustment packages: including redundoncy payments ang

acgL i fon of equipment.

4. Comprehensive regional gssessments over 199576, inlegraied with rapid morgiorium
assassiment fo finalise conservation reserve boundaries by the end of 1994, Noie: these are
in addifion to park garettals of 1995, Assessments 0 be undetiaken by the NSW NPWS gna

Ausiralian Neature Conservetion Agency as part o

i federal/siate eo-operaiion mechanism,

8. a! Retenlion of environmenial mpact statement; founa impact statement; naiionat
[arks iegislation; siop work orders and poilufion conirol iaws aver areas whete logging of

nafive forest continuos;

b} Estebllshment of @ Forest Practices Review Board to davelop o ~ode of leoging
practicas to be appiicd across all lend fenures and 1o reguigle forestry activities, Guring |

and aficr the CRA process. Codes o be publicly

exhibited and third party rights o assist in

enforcement. Tho Boord o comprise represantatives of State Forests; NPWS: EPA- Soit

Conservaiion Service: Nature Conservation Caun
=nd on independent facTiator.

<il; CPMEU; Ecological Society of Ausiralia

AL,
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b vlereiudium on legpiog within all compartments containing hlgh

/ conservation value foresis s listed by Senator Faulkner.

2/ Rapia assesument proczes, conirolled by the Commonwealth
Department of the Eavircnment the National Parks & Wildlife Service
with substaniial puliic oput, to icentify additional high conservation

value (including old -ty compariments in order to put them under
moratorium. as wall,

3/ AT Eae 3 0W ALP's wildamess and National Park proposals to be
realliring = coimynemented within the fivst year of taking office,
Jrrpilpres sorof il expot woodchipping in the term of office of
e art Covennrmont

3R view of BV sxdsiing Woed Sopply Agreements and rapld reduction
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Policy detail - FORESTS
The Greens ‘IJESVV ywi;l;J_ wWwork to:

* achieve as soon as possible, but by the end of 1996, the end of export
woodchipping from NSW native forests: h‘

! 'm’?@fwd&ﬂff ‘
; | _ _ L CgerkR _and 2S5y
* ensure that already identified EESSTVE . propoSals are immedia ely

dedicated as=National=Parks s ' a first step towards high conservation
value (HCV) forest p_roteétion}—L o "“—Fdﬁ" .. o - '
. " °

enator Faulkner and the Department of Environment, Sport and Territories;
+ have established immediately a rapid assessment of forests likely to be .
required for 'a comprehensive, adequate and representative’ reserve system, -
to be completed by end of 1995, via a co-operative arrangement_between

S Wildlife Service, which employs consultation with aboriginal people, public
participation and scientifically valid and publicly accepted methodologies:

* achieve ‘an immediate moratorium - on forestry operations in forests
identified as being likely to be required for 'a comprehensive, adequate
Aand'representative' reserve system: . ’ :

% achieve immediately, the effective implementation and ehforqement of

vegetation clearance controls and environmental protection measures, on
private lands, via the adoption and gazettal of Protected Lands maps; -

* have NSW legislation enacted by end of 1995, to achieve comprehensive
regional assessments, to be completed in .all regions of the state by end
of March 1997: the process to involve public participation, and be publicly
discussed and agreed before being legislated; - L .

Government policy and altered market and industry conditions:

* have, devised and implemented by end of 1995, a restructuring program for o
the NSW timber industry to effect the rapid transition to plantation and
re-growth based timber -resources, which .is Steered by a committee
representing NSW government, NSW environment 'movement, and relavant
- union(s); ' ' ., ' '
* ensure that the regulation of forest;y operations ,via fauna impact
assessment, environmental impact assessment,. water pollution control.
licences and -soil conservation standards .are enforced, and where
-appropriate reviewed to increase effectiveness and bredth of apblicatiigg o
- . . . - ) . Srang] oro & Oord ?'
-;_3,estabLi§h_awpubliq}g accountable agency‘to'revféwafbre§thmanagéﬁéﬁifﬁ’ '
Practices and prepare a draft ‘code of -logging. practice'-capable of third -

[i;;ﬁﬁﬁfyﬁéﬁf§;¢émeht,ufer‘forestryJOperations on all land-“ténures, for public
" ’exhibition and. comment; . . S R E
EEB' 5@ S esv < @ é‘awq—a@—?_ omel e allied
\0.&';6“ % MV“:W‘M— fﬁ%‘qm-‘%;a‘ lw&" ] . '



Policy Detail - WILDERNESS B
ﬂPtiea C#]TEEFEI)ES rqs;bq wil 1l vvcé::}: to: o

* ensure the secure protection under the Wilderness Act 1987, of all 15

wilderness areas identified by the Director of 'The National Parks and

Wildlife Service: being  Nadgee, Goodradigbee, Duea, Ettrema, Budawang,

Kanagra Boyd, Barrington, Werrikinbe, Macleay Gorges, New England, Guy
‘ Fawkes;-ﬁLnn, Washpool, Binghi, and Lost World wildern?ss areas;

. * protect all areas of wilderness within existing‘National Parks where the
management for wilderness .qualities is recommended by lin; a Plan of
Management for the park or reserve; . ' ' ' :

-* achieve substantial funding of the Wilderness Fund, set up under the
Wilderness Act 1987, to permit public education, preparation of Plans of
Management and formulation of conservation agreements with private
landholders: - ' : '

* institute an immediate moratorium on clearing and all other threatening
activities within identified wilderness areas and wilderness nominations
under assessment: ' ' : . :

* prevent and prohibit the further conversiqn of leasehold Crown, land to
freehold title; where such land is within an identified wilderness or a
wilderness nomination under assessment;

* have a future NSW Government commit to and participate in the continued
development, maintenance and implementation of the Natdional Wilderness

. Inventory, ‘as a key tool for wilderness quality assessment throughout NSW
and Australia; T : E

v,
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~ national park to Mt Kerry to be closed
.7 and rehabilitated.

Mann

AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION
a 30,400 ha wilderness extension
mcluding:

* 10,373 ha of Gilraltar Range

- National Park; and

! ¢ 20,027 ha of state forest.

) Mann Moratorium Area
‘ 0f 2,983 ha of Crown leaschold land.

Key Issue
m%%ofGraﬁonunllquotamnbcr
contained in the wilderness more than
compensated by the recently identified

- extra 30% of quota sawlogs available in
already logged forests.

Wéshpool

'AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION

a2 12,900 ha wilderness extension

including:

* 7,900 ha of North Washpool state
forests;

* 5,000 ha New Englarid escarpment
areas in state forests.

Moratorium Area
of 23,736 ha including:
* 17,056 ha of state forests; and

* 6,680 ha of Crown leasehold lands, '

Key Issues

The extra 7% of regrowth sawlogs in

Grafton Management Area will be

reallocated to protect North Washpool.

Other areas for immediate declaration
7 are escarpment forests 100 steep to log.

Leasehold land identified as wilderness
must be protected from conversion to
frechold and be acquired by the
NPWS.“

«  Bicentennial National (horseriding)
Trail 1o be relocated.

Guy Fawkes
AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION

" 326,162 ha wﬂdem&ss enension

. mchuhng

‘e 13,708 ha ofvacantandresmod

Crown lands;
. 3739haoquyFawkcsR.IWr '
- National Park and Nature Reserve:
and _
¢ 8,715 ha of state forests.

Guy Fawkes Moratorium Area
protect 61,333 ha including '
¢ 15,361 ha of state forests;

o 45, 972 ha of Leasehold Iand

Key issues

Over a third of state forests are too
steep to log and will be immediately
declared wilderness with no job losses.

Leasehold Crown'land protected from
conrversion to frechold title by
moratotmm. -

Travelhng stock routes through the
national park core area will be revoked.

Lost World

AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION
A 650 ha wilderness extension within
the Border Runges National Park.

Abeut 750 ha of the Mebbin State
Forest will be added to the Border
Ranges National Park outside the
wilderness.

Key Issues

Wilderness management of Lamington
National Park in Queensland to be
negotiated with the Goss Labor

. Government,

Tweed Range Scenic Drive will be
retained,



; Nev_\; England

. AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION
" & 4,800 ha wilderness enension '

including: |

¢ 1,500 ha of Nulla-Five Day state
forest not available for logging; and

e 3,300 ha of Qakes State Forest
referenced for addition to New

England National Park’.

New England Moratorium Area
of 20,880 ha of statc forests, and 48 ha
of Crown leaschold land.

Key Issues:
No enrvironmental impact statemcm
prepared for the 10,000 ha of identified

.wilderness in the Urunga Forest

Management Area.

Logging program sufficiently flexible
for logging moratorium, but quota

_reductions inevitable to achieve

sustained timber yxclds and wilderness
protccuon

| Werrlkim be

AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION
a 42,240 ha new wilderness including:

" & 32,956 ha of Werrikimbe National

Park; and
» 12,284 vacant Crown land.

Werrikimbe Moratoriuin Area
protects 21,290 ha approx including:
o 20,712 ha of state forest; and

e 578 ha leasehold land.

Key Issues

Logging program sufficiently flexible
for logging moratorium, but quota
reductions incvitable to achieve
sustained timber yields and wildermess
protection. '

* Overwhelming conservation case justifies

iraunediate wildemess declaration.

Macleay Gorges

AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION

295,711 ha new wilderness including

o 90,833 ha of Oxley Wild Rivers
Nationat Park;

¢ 3,516 ha of Winterboumne State

Forest,
e 931 ha of Enmore State Forest,

- 42 ha of Styx River State Forest;

and

‘o 389 ha of vacant Crown land.
" Maclesy Gorges Moratorium Area

of 62,692 ha of Crown leasehold land.

Key Issues
Two large inholdings in the national

park acquired as a priority.

‘The three state forest areas identified
for iramediate wilderncss declaration
contain no commercial forests.

The Bicentennial National (horseriding)
Trail will to be relocated to outside the
national park. Fourteen 4WD trails for
fire mamgemmt and prwar.: access will
nccd gates.

Bin'ghl -

Immediately declare a 24,487 ha

Beardy River National Park including:

® 24,000 ha of Torrington reserve
R.110107; and

e 487 ha of Torrington State Forest.

. Moratorium Area

of § 400 ha of Crown lca.schold land,

Key Issues :
Independent review of mineral potential

- of the area required, ¢specially

leasehold lands.

No leasehold conversion to
freehold title and no new leases
issued for pastoral activity in the
area. '
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AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION

336400hanewwildemmmclmhng. .
# 22,000 ha of Pilliga Nature Reserve;
* 4,916 ha Schmidt property recentty .

-acquired by the NPWS;
. 7500haofﬂ1cTnm1aIltheStatc

Forest; and
¢ Timber Reserves 73014 & 79962,

 Key Issues

Forestry is mimimal due to low

productivity and the dissected nature of

the terrain.

| wilerness has overgrown. Many
- aiternaitve tracks are available in
adjoining state forests and nature

TeSCTVe areas.
Very significant bzodwemry in the

- wilderness area needs protection from'
fu‘alamnulsandmappropnatcﬁrc

management regtme



Nadgee: | o o -
The future  Government will déclare a wilderness extension that protects 6,350 ha,
including 2,920 ha of Nadgee State Forest, Nadgee 3,380 ha in the Namre Reserve and
50 ha of Crown land that form the bed and banks of the Merrica and Nadgee River
estuancs within thc nature reserve.

KEY ISSUES: (10ggm.g,4WDaccass,ﬁshhg)

Nadgee is the only coastal wilderness in NSW, and Wonboyn Beach is the largest
beach that can be managed as wilderncss,

The Wonboyn estuary and access road to the mouth of the estuary are excluded from
the proposed wilderness extension. The Nadgee wilderness extension, however, will
close 4WD access to Newtons Beach and Disaster Bay (Wonboyn Beach). Access to
fishing in these beach areas will be on foot. The Aboriginal art and burial sites at
Wonboyn Beach can be severely damaged by motorised transport. Walking reduces the
potential for environmental damage cspecially where car camping occurs in remote,
small shelteréd camp sites on the coast. Accordingty, the primitive toilets and camping
facilities at Newton's Beach will be removed. Alternative vehicle access to the coast is
available just to the north within Ben Boyd National Park, less than half an hours drive
from Wonboyn village, and at Mallacoota less than half an hours drive to the south.

" Logging issues:

The 2,920 ha of Nadgcc State Forest in the identified wilderness forms the western half
of the Merrica River catchment. The area is not proposed to be logged under the

" current three year EIS and is not proposed to be logged until after 2010, These forests

can be included in the Nature Reserve as part of the phase out of woodchipping. The
arca was promised for addition to the nature rcserw: under the 1970 Beale-Lewis
woodchip agreement,



Goodradigbee:

The firture Government will declare a wilderness extension that protects 42,140 ha

-~ of identified wilderness including 4,900 ha of Buccleuch State Forest, 3,320 ha of
'Scabby Range Nature Reserve and 33,970 ha of Kosciusko National Park - the Fiery
Range/Goobarragandra section. :

The ©  proposal will reinstate the Goodradigbee wﬂdcmcss zome established in the
1974 plan of management for the Kosciugko National Park, and add the old growth
forests that remain in the Buccleuch State Forest. The Scabby Range is contiguous with
already protected wilderness in ACT’s Namadg: National Park, a.nd is included in the
Goodradngce wilderness extension.

The 330 kV powerlines that traverse the northern section of Kosciusko National Park
are incompatible with wilderness and are excluded from the - . proposal. These
structures should be relocated outside the park at the end of their design life. As these
powerlines are excluded, the Goodradigbee wilderness is in four sections (Bogong
Peaks; Bimberi Range; Fiery Range/Goobarragandra; and Scabby Range).

KeY Issugs: (imber, grazing, and 4WD and horze riding access issues) .

Grazing officially discouraged in Koscisko State Park in areas over 1,350 metres by

the latec 1950’s, and phased out by 1969, However, the Broken Cart Track, that borders
the central Fiery range section of the wildemess, is still used as 2 ‘long paddock’ even
though the Travelling Stock Reserves in the park were revoked on 5 June, 1981. Use of
the Track is not justified as cattle can be tran.sponcd around the Park by truck. Grazing
-causes pollution with manure, weed mvasion, soil erosion and stream sedimentation,

The licences for movcmcnt of stock through the nanonal park will be munedmc!y
cancelled.

Horse riding and vehicle access is virtually unchanged by this wilderness
declaration. The wilderness borders follow either side of the 330 k'V powerlines which
are excluded from the dcclamtlon. The access to the Cooleman homestead and Blue
Waterhole is retained.

The Bicentennial National (horseriding) Trail passes through the Park but not the
proposed wildemess. Large horseriding parties, canse soil compaction, erosion,

_ introduce weed specics through manure and disturb wilderness appreciation. The Trial
- was imposed on current park management without public comment and review,

Logging issues: ‘ _
No EIS has ever been prepared for logging in the Tumut Forest Management Area that
embrace the sections of the Buccleuch State Forest identified as wilderness.

In 1967, 34,000 ha was transferred from the then Kosciusko State Park to Buccleuch
State Forest with the passage of the National Parks and Wildlife Act. The state forest
.extension created remains a substantial incursion into the park’s northern tall old growth
forest section, The alpine ash forests around Big Dubbo Hill that remain'‘in a wilderness
condition will be returned 10 the Kosciiisko National Park.

+
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of the Central Deua wildorness within the Deau National Park. |

The moratorivm state forest arca should include all identified wilderness, that is at loast
6,765 ha of Dampier State Forest,. 734 ha of Tallaganda State Forest and 2,265 ha of

Badga State Forest and additional forest arcas that may have been identified since. . -

Another 3,600 ha of the Crown lessehdld in the Appletree property will be protected

from conversion of keaschold to freehold title and clearing so as to assist the acquisition
of this property and addition to the Deua National Park,

. The future .- Government will declaie 2 wﬂdemcss extcnéion that protects 12,435.ha.

KEY Issurs: (4WD vehicle access, forest logging moratorium and NRAC issues)

The 4WD use of the Merricumbene, Dampier Mountain, Mongamula, Olla and
Bendethera firc trials within the national park will be closed under this proposal. The
pn'mi_tive camping arca at Bendethera will be closed to vehicle access. -

Declaration of the wildetness will not affect the popular camping area on the Araluen
Road or vehicle access to the Big Hole area and nearby camping facilitics. Popular
tourist roads circling the edge of the wilderness. will not be affected. Fire management
will be unaffected by the declaration, '

There are roughly 100,000 ha of state forest near to the Deua wilderness that can cater
for off road vehicles users and horseriders, There are 2,808 km of unsealed rozds in the
Batemans Bay region. The loss of the Deua wilderness roads only represents 3.7% of
the available roads in this region. =~ - ) B

These affected trails traverse many of the wildeméss peaks of the wildemness, including
- Bendethra, Déua and Dampier Mountains, Public vehicle use of trails does not comply
with the management principles laid down in the Wilderness Act. Use of these trails
contribute to water pollution from soil erosion, fragmentation of wilderness areas,

. provide ingress for feral predators such are foxes and dogs; causes noise and visual
pollution, spread weeds and greatly increase the risk of incendiariam. Two government
inquiries have recommended that wilderness areas, and other environmentally sensitive
areas, should exclude off road vehicles. : '

Logging issues: i
The Deua wilderness contains at least 9,764 ha of state forests. Under the Fahey
Government’s Christmas 1993 gift, the state forest areas in the Deua wilderness were to

be referred to NRAC,

The Natural Resource Audit Council was established in November 1993. NRAC has
never been issued a brief to examine these forests, Meanwhile the Dampier, Tallaganda
and Badga State Forests referred to NRAC continue to be logged.

Logging activities in the identified Deua wilderness oceurs in breach of the National
Forest Policy Statement. There has beén no environmental impact statement prepared
for logging in the Badja State Forest. The EIS for Dampier State Forest is twelve years
old (1983) and inadequate by modern standards. State Forests estimate that nine
logging compartments remain to be logged in the upper Deua River catchment and
Georggs Creek in the Dampier State Forest representing less than 20,000 m? gross
timber. This relattvely minor resource will be logged over the next two to five years and
requires protection under an immediate moratorum. '
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—— -~-—-—Kanangra-Boyd —— — | | L

. - Thefumre  Government will imme: tely declare about 143,377 ha to make a
Kanangra Boyd wilderness, including 70,058 ha of the Biue Mountains National Park,

63,297 ha of Kanangra-Boyd Natioral Patk, 9,512 ha of land vested in Sydney Water,
- 410 ha of other Crown lands and 100 ha of Jenolan State Forest within the
recommended wildemess, The Kanangra Walls Road will be excluded from the

In 1994, the Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust examined various access options 1o Jenolan
. Caves. The Trust’s preferred option has not been disclosed, but the groups consulted

‘strongly support the proposed closurs the existing access to the caves which is
damaging to the Grand Arch and dangerous for large buses to negotiate. Redirecting

the hill behind the caves is preferred, A service using small buses could then ferry
passengers safely down the hill to the caves.

The carpark also would prcmdc a safe place for walkers and park Visitors to leave their
car when visiting the Kanangra Boyd National Park. A bus service for Jenolan Caves
visitors could also service park users visiting the Bayd Plateay and Kanangra Walls.

é _ The incorppraﬁon of Jenolan Caves Rqscrwf_into the national parks estate and into the

The ‘Wild Dogs® at the northern end of the wﬂdmcss are the birth place of the
bushwalking and wilderness conservation mo:vuhenm in NSW. Horseriding tours from
the Carlon’s farm have been-conducted through the Wild Dogs to the Konangaroo
Clearing on Kanangra Brook. Horseriding will be excluded fromi the Wild Dogs. The
Carlons Farm has recently been put up for sale. The NPWS will not reissue 2
horseriding tour licence over the Wild Dogs IIII the Kanangra-Boyd wilderness area.

The Kedumba Valley and environs will be nianaged as if it were wilderness. The
Kedumba Pastoral Company property acquired-by Sydney Water and surrounding
lands managed by Sydney Water will be incoriporatf:d into the National Parks estate.
The future removal of the Sewage treatment works on Leura Creek and rehabilitation of
the site will ensure the integrity of Kedumba Creek catchment, Rehabilitation will vastly
improve the views from many of the cscarpment walks around Katoomba and

Wentworth Falls and eliminate bothersome odours,



. divided into three areas (A, B & Q).

A further 18,320 ha wilderness extenslmll will be declared by the . Government.
The wilderness includes 4,655 ha of Morton National Park, 263 ha of NPW$S managed -

.fand, 1,568 ha Yalwal State Forest and 11,834 ha of vacant Crown land.

KEY ISSUE: (4WD access) -

Thecastanemnsiqntqmemﬁngwmm centred around Yalwal, can be

Area A lies north of the Shoalhaven River, entirely within the National Park and

containg no known significant disturbance except one 2 km section of minor 4WD fire
road along a platean, i ' . ' . '
A nearby alternative 4WD road along the wilderness boundary would provide simjlar
views of the Shoathaven Valley as the closed trail. No opposition to all of area A
being declared is known. . ' .

Area B lies south of the Shoalhaven River, east of Yatwal Creek, the present
wilderness boundary, north of Yalwal and ¢overs 1,568 ha of Yalwal State Forest and
263 ha of NPWS managed land, - | | 5

retained for 4WD use, providing these park users with views over the surrounding
valleys and wilderness, - ' : : '

The Two Rivers Walking Trail supported by Shoathaven Council will not blocked by
the declaration of the wildemess, although development of the tria] would be limited in

‘scale where it passes through the wﬂdmess%

Alternative areas for 4WD and trail bike riding activities in neighbouring State Forests '

(¢g. Yerriyong and Jerrawangla and M ; Id State Forests) will be promoted as
substitute activity areas for off road vehicle use. - ‘

Recreational vehicle use in Area B-along the{ Yalwal Creek fire trail, leading north from
Yalwal and a number of side roads is incompatible with wilderness in the arca. The trail
crosses from the castern to the western bank|of Yalwal Creek many times. 4WD use of
this trail, which passes through the declared Ettrema wilderness, is illegal and will be
closed to public use, Steep terrain prevents the construction of a new road entirely on
the castern side. The road also provides illegal 4WD access into Bundundah Creek to
the west, well within the declared Ettrema wifdcmcss. '

The wildemess extension also will agsist in preventing trail bike access to Enrema
Gorge. 4WDs and trail bikes use the river bed of Yalwal Creck near the junction of the
Shoalhaven River, Wilderness declaration would prevent access to the last 1/2 km of
Yalwal Creek. Trail bikes would then be unable 10 use this access route 10 illegally enter

the lower Ettrema Creek and Gorge, well quu.n the declared wilderriess area,

Logging issues: | :
State Forests do not objeét to the wilderness extension but expresses "concern” aver

- declaration as Yalwal State Forest contn'burcsgto the sustained vield. The flatter, more

suitable terrain for logoing in the state forest c;xigts in the area excluded from the
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identified wildemess. Declaration of the identified state forest will protect the sieep

. slopes adjacent to Yalwal Creek and sceriic feafires of Mount Bamron-and-Grady-Hill - ..
- from logging. - . ‘ ’ . : :
Area C contains 11,834 ha of vacant Crown Land and small number of frechold
portions acquired by NPWS. with the view to obtaining this area as an extension to
Moarton National Park. The area lies south of Area B and Yatwal, and is bounded by
the declared wilderness in the west, a transmission fine in the east and the Nowra-
. Nerriga road to the south, R T
Like several popular wilderness areas in NSW, limited mining and logging has degraded
the area in the past. The only threat remaining is recreational vehicle use along several
trails in the area. These trails are badly eroded mn places and degrade the otherwise
pristine catchments of Boolijong and Yarrammnmun Crecks. Trail bike nding is
currently unchecked. : ‘
The natural vatues of Area C recognised by NPWS include poorly conserved tall
cucalypt forests, rare and endangered species and the limits of distribution of other
. species. Further, the unusual comnplex of vegetation types in the arca differs from many
of the higher altitude areas of Morton National Park. The rare and localised Eucalyprus
sturgissiana 18 located in this area, '



3

Blnght .. - _
A 24,487 ha Beardy River National Park will be declared, and the Torrington Regional

e

Reserve R, 110107 of 24,000 ha and the Tomrington State Forest of 487 ha will be

A moratorium on leasehold oonvemon to ]frmhold title- will be imposed on the
remaining 3,400 ha Crown Jeasehoid lands and these lands will also be protected from
KEY ISSUES: (assessment of mineral patc:;ma!, moratotium of lcase comversion)

In May 1992 the Minister for Conservation and Land Management made 2 multiple usc

 park allowing mining, gem fossicking, logging and grazing. The identified wildemecss is

very rich jn rare plants and is unsuitable for pastoral use. The Torrington Regional

- Reserve R. 110107 of 24,000 ha will be revoked and the area included in the proposed

Beard}; River National Park. ‘

Pending favourable assessment and independent review of the are’s mineral potential,
the remaining leasehold lands that be declared national park and the area declared
wildemness. It should be noted that despite claims that the area considerable mineral
potential, no large scale mining has. been attempted since 1945, The area has been
explored for over 100 years and the mulﬁhg level of mining activity is in stark contrast
to the claimed mineral potential. ; - '

‘Pub Crawls on Horseback’ horseriding to:ur omaxﬁ;saﬁon use the southern section of
the identified wilderness and will be rerouted around the new national park

. Logging issues: :

The EIS for the Glen Innes Forest Management Arca reported that the Torrington State
Forest is not a commercial forest, The Torrington Land Assessment by the former '

‘Department of Lands considered the area contained wilderness vatues but limited

forestry potential. I ;
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Budawang Wlldemess_ SR e
“The - Government will declare 3 new 72,629 ha Budawang wildcmess area

protecting almost all of the southemn section of Morton National Park of 52,005 haand =

13,927 ha of Budawang National Park, 8,500 ha of State Forests of outstanding value
to conservation, IOOhaafﬁ'ccholdlmdpmtecwdbyawﬂdemessconservauon -
agrccmcntemdQ‘?haofvamt Crownlmd .

Approximately 7,000 ha of Yadboro Stite Forcst wilt by mbject to a logging

moratorium and 692 ha of leaschold land will be subject to a moratorium on conwrsmn

to freehold title and protection from clearing.

KEY ISSUES: (frechold wilderness, immediate protection some state forests and a
logging moratorium for other arcas)

The voluntary conservation agreement recently established between the Minister for the
Environment and Dr Val Plumwood to protect a rainforest wilderness of 100 ha on tier
private property near the western boundary of the Budawangs will be included in the
declared wilderness (the first wilderness declaration over frechold land in NSW).

There is strong support for the declaration of the entire Budawang wilderness. Most
recreational vehicle users support the closure of the 4WD road to Tianjara Platean in
_the national park since it is too sensitive, with crossings of boggy marsh-areas which are
© impassable during the frequent wet weather, The roads leading to Mount Tianjara and
Kangaroo Hill from the north and east (Twelve Mile Road, part of Tianjara Trail) will
be closed due to the sensitive nature of the otherwise undeveloped nature of headwaters

of several catchments, There is little intarest in continued recreational vehicle access to

these and other minor roads within the. idem:ﬁed wildemness area.

Logging issues:
About 6,500 ha of state forests (see below) will be umncdmtcly declared wilderness

‘because of the overwhelming case for conservation of these arcas.

About 4,500 ha of the Croobyar and Flat Rock State Forests in the vicinity of Pigeon
House Mountain will be immediately declered wilderness. Protection of this area from
logging is required to protect walking access to the Mountain, Thesc forests also are the
visual buffer for the views enjoyed from Pigeon House. A short and ¢ffective blockade
. by environmental activists prevented logging activities in Croobyar State Forest during
1994. Logging plans were finally halted upon sighting of Schedule 12 fauna. The Flat
Rock State Forest comes within- 500 metres of Pigeon House and logging in this
sensitive area will not be permitted under amy circumstances.

About 2,000 ha of the Yadboro State Forest north of the Yadboro R:ver also will be

immediately declared wildemness to protect walking access and visual catchment of The

Castle, The Yadboro State Farest comes within 250 metres of The Castle, arguably the
most popular destination for visitors to the Budawang National Park. The section of
state forest between the campsite on the Yadboro River and The Castle will be included
in the national park and declared wilderness.

The remainder of the state forests identified as part of the Budawang wilderness, about
7,000 ha, will be placed in a logging moratorium. No EIS has been conducted for the
Batemans Bay Forest Management Arca that covers these forests. A moratorium



imposed over the souxhem section of t.he u!e:mﬁed wilderness in this managemcm area

is rcquu-ed undcr Nanonal Forest Pohcy S‘traicg' L

~ These moratoriuim #tafe forests are largely indistarbed, exccpt for a number of
overgrown fire trials penetrating the castern boundary of the identified wilderness.
Eventual declaration of this section of wildemness area will protect almost the entire
Yadboro River valley and Belowra Creek catchmem. :

Dcclatauon of these state forests will not prevem effective fire management.




: Washpool

“The  Government will mnnzchawly dechvaashpool Wlldemcss cxtcnmon o e
containing 12,900 ha of forests, comprising 7,900 ha of north Washpool state forests

(the unprotected section of the Willowie Scrub coachwood forest - the Largest

remaining Coachwood stand in the world), plus about 5,000 ha of state forests areas on

very steep lands to the wmtand southwmbclcwtthewEng!andcscarpmcntorm

_ unproductrve timber types. - :

Amorammnncnloggmgwﬂlbeexmdedmaﬁnﬂacr17056haofproducuvem

_ _forcstareaswmnthcmuﬁcdwﬂdcm

A moratorium on conversion to ﬁ'eehold title affecting 6,680 ha of Crown léasehold
lands along the upper Rocky (Timbarra) River also will be esiablished and these Iands
protected from clearing.

KEvY ISSUES: (timber resomce'al!ama&ves, lease conversion moratorium)

The Hakea, Coachwood and Bellbird pienic and rest arcas are unaffectsd by thc
~ wilderness declarations.

The Bicentennial National (horseriding) Trad traverses appro:dmatcty'lB km of
wilderness. Horseriding undermines the wilderness value of the area through the
Jintroduction of weeds in droppings, soil erosion, especially of walking tracks, and

© occupation and general degradation of favoured camping sites. The Trail should be re-
routed around the Washpool wilderness. .

Logging issues:

The timber from the Bﬂlﬂ:mbra and Washpool State Foreats gocs to the Grafton mills,
The 7% percent of additional quota sawlogs in regrowth forest in the Grafton Forest
Management Area that remains following protection of the Mann Wilderness can be
substituted for the withdrawal of old growth in the abovementioned state forests within
the identified wilderness. Much of these state forests at the northern end of the
Washpoo! wilderness embrace extremely steep terrain and for thic most part are

. unsuitable for logging There will be no Jjob loss for protection of the remainder of the
outstanding Willowie Scrub arca as sternative resources wil bc subsmutcd

Parts of the Moogem, Curramore, Spirabo and Little- Spn‘abo Starc Forests that are

below the escarpment, zoned steep lands (PMP 1.2) or in forest praserves that will not

be logged. These forests are included in the area identificd for immediate declaration.

- About a quarter, .or 5,000 ha, of the abovementioned state forests to the west and south
‘west of the Washpoo} National Park fall within this category. These PMP 1.2 lands and

other forests below the New England escarpment can be added to the Washpoo}

National Park with no job losses, These forest areas can be effectively linked to the

Washpool National Park by the acquisition of leasehold lands in the headwaters of .

" Rocky (Timbarra) River.



Barrlngton Wllderness Lmn I

ABamngtonwﬂdcmessoftu 193haw{ﬂbed¢claredbya © Government,
including 36,600 ha of national park, 800 ha of vacant Crown land, 1,600 ha of land
managed by the Hunter WatctCm-pmammmd 2,193 h.aofthc MomtRoya.lStatc
Forest,

AfuﬂhchI 787haofstatcfarestwiﬂbesetamdemaloggmgmomtonum.
KEY Issues: (off road vehicles, lc@ngmoratom)

' The majority access to this national park upon which most tourism and recrcauon
depends is by two wheel drive vehicle. Two wheel drive road access to camping areas,
lookouts and walking tracks will not change with the declaration of this wilderness,

. The Barrington Trajl, including the Polblus extension, Kholwa, Mt Carson, Carters
Brush, Cabre Bald, Mt Nelson, Glowang, Mountaineer, Junction Hole and Wombat
Creek 4WD trails will be closed to off road vehicles to prevent the spread of Scotch
Broom,_ a very serious invasive weed menace,

The Bicentennial National (horseriding) Trail passes through a Scotch Broom infested
area and will be relocated to outside the Barrington National Park.

© Visitor facilities within the identified wilderness serve 4WD users and will be relocated
to the edgc of the wilderness. The Selby Hut within the wilderness wxll be managed as a
historic ruin.

Areas infested with Scotch Broom are incinded in the declared wilderness area as the -

. Government is determined to eradicate this weed menace. Limiting vehicle access
to those for essential management purposes will aid in Broom control. Management
vehicles access for weed control will be retamcd

' Logglng Issues:

In the upper Kholwa Creek catchment abm.rt 660 ha of vacant Crown land has been
referenced for inclusion into Barrington National Park following logging as outlined in
the park’s draft plan of management. The area is free of Scotch broom and logging
would certainly lead to infestation of the weed. This vacant Crown land separates the
Devils Hole section of the national park from the rest of the park, and , along with
another smalter section of Crown land of about 140 ha, should be addcd to the park
and declared wﬂdcrncss without logging.

A further 2,193 ha of the Mount Royal State Forest will be immediately declared
wilderness, consisting of 993 ha of identificd wilderness in the Davis Creek catchment
and approximately 1,200 ha of identified wilderness in the Carrow Broeok catchment:

The remaining wilderness in the Mount Royal State Forest is essentially very steep land,
containing substantial rainforest pockets. The 1992 EIS reports that only half of the
Davis Creek catchment can be logged (ie 532 ha out of 993 ha) and only two thirds of
the Carrow Brook catchment (ie 1,600 ha out of 2,990 ha). Close scrutimy of the EIS
reveals that only a fifth of the Carrow Brook area is accessible without pushing roads
through rainforests and lands over 30% slope. In fact the Department of Planning
rejected this logging proposal. '

The pregsent quotas of 4,500 cu m/pa of first class logs is not sustained yield, as the log
supply run will out in 2002 and there will be no more sawlogs till 2040. As there are’



eight mammal species listed in the defective EIS as rare and vulerable, the . '

Government will protect all identified wilderness in the Mount Royal Statc Forest rather .
than have this'sensitive-area wiecked by-pulling the last old growth logsout of steep- -~ -
lands with substantial rainforest components.

A logging moratorium will be declared over 21,78-‘7 ha of pfoductive forest.

‘Two Environmental Impact Statements for Chichester.and Gloucester Forest
Mangement Areas covering part of the wilderness were required to be published by
30/9/93 according to Schedule 4 of the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act.
These EIS’s have not been published. The EIS for Mount Royal was released in
November 1992 and rejected by the Dcpmtmcm of Pla:mmg as madequatc: in February
1993.

The existing logging moratorium over appﬂ'omately 18,400 ha will be retained over -
the state forest arcas in these three Forest Mangement Areas within the Bamngton
wildetness as crrvironmental asscssment is inadequate,

About a furthér 3,580 ha of identified wilderness, excluded from the Timber Industry
(Interim Protecﬂon) Act, is being logged contrary to the National Forest Policy Strategy
. (eg Whispering Guily area). The logging moratorturn will be extended over thesé forests
consistent with the National Forest Policy Statement,



'_Guy Fawkes

“"Thé  GoVérnment will mu'nedmlely declarea 26,162 ha extension to the Guy
. Fawkes wilderness consisting of the unprotected remainder of Mr Fahey’s wildcrnzss
pronnsen'avclhngsmckrommdstatcfowsesomsteeptcnam -

" . The 26,162 ha wilderness includes 3,739 ha of the Guy Fawkes River National Park

and Namrc Reserve identified but not yet declared wilderniess, 13,708 ha of vacant and
reserved Crown lands, and an approgimately 8,715 ha of unloggablc state forest
(including 1,561 ha of Chaelundi State Forest).

* A logging moratorium over 15,361 ha over the productive state forest will be
. -established to protect the identified Guy Fawkes wilderness in the state forests of the
Glen Innes, Dorrigo and Styx River forest management areas, '

A moratorium over the 45,972 ha of Crown leasehold lands will be established to
prevent conversion to freehold title and clearing for bushland.

'KEY ISSUES: (protect steep state forest lands, logging moratorium over other forests,
revoke travel.lmg stock routes and relocate horseriding)

Two traVcI]mg stock routes fragment r.ho Guy Fawkes National Park and allows regular
illegal grazing in the park along the river valley, The travelling stock routes will be
revoked and added to the national park. The National Bicentennial (horsériding) Trail
that passes along these stock routes will be relocated to outside the national park.

Logging issues:
Of the approximately 24, 076 ha of state foa-est identified as wilderness by the NPWS

15,361 ha are productive forests (ref: Forestry Commission response to the Guy
Fawkes Wilderness, page 3, 23/9/92, Appendix L to the Dormigo FMA EIS, 1992).

- About 8,715 ha of state forests will not be logged and can be declared wﬂdcrncss
without causing job losses. Some 6,923 ha of the 45,972 ha of Crown leasehold lands

' are claimed by State Forests to have some value for timber production. This 6,923 ha
area is second rate timber country that could produce less than 20,000 cu m of 2ross

' timber. These Crown leaschold forests area alse ghould never be logging but retained as
old growth for futire i incorporation an Lhc cxpzmdcd wﬂdcmcss area,
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Werriklmbe | . .
About 45,240 ha of the identificd Werrikimbe wilderneas' will be immediately declared.
- This area consists of 32,956 ha in Werrikimbe National Park and 12,284 ha of vacant
. Crown land within the identified wilderness. Most of the vacant Crown land has been

- referenced by the NPWS as part of the Wili Willi National Park proposal (1986) and
Kerps Pinnacle Nature Reserve proposal (1989).

Iheduhrauonofmeabwanmnmed&mlmdmasaswﬂdemesswbmmed '
if the section of Carrai State Forest between the national park and the vacant Crown

. land to-the cast is declared wilderness as well. Over half this section of the Carrai State
Forest is too steep to log, orhasbcmakcadyloggcd,andﬂicrmmmdcrcontams
important ‘Macleay’ dry rainforest types already protected from logging.

The identificd Werrikimbe wilderriess conitains 578 ha of Crown leasehold land. These
leaschold lands will be protected from conversion to freehold title, and from clearing
" bushland by a moratorium. .

KEY ISSUES: (logging moratotium, transitional arrangements, leasehold conversion
~ moratorium, relocanon of 4WD tours and horseriding operations)

The popular Carrai and Cockerawombceba roads have been excluded from the
wilderness, the latter providing access to camping a picni¢ grounds in Wemikimbe
Natonal Park, that also will be excluded from the wilderness.

There are a limited number of formed tracks and 4WD vehicle trails in the wilderness,
In order to protect the future integrity of the area from roading activity, however, the

Government wilt ban the proposed ]oggmg road through the World Heritage'
property of Banda Banda Flora Preserve. .

Three commercial 4WD tour companies have licences o oonduct tours in state forests
in the nominated area but are not spcczﬁc to thcsc forests and will be relocated to other

arcas.

The unuscd travelling stock route between the Hastings Va]ley and the Walchsa Plateau-
though the Werrikimbe National Park will be revoked and added to the declared
wilderness and national park.

The Bicentennial National (horseriding) trail passes along Kunderang Brook and north
into the Macleay Gorgcs wilderncss. The Trail will be relocated outside the wilderness
and national park areas in arder to protcct the long term integrity of the park.

Logging issues

The NPWS identified as wilderness 20,712 ha of State Forests, mcludmg parts of the
Mount Boss, Yassabah, Carrai State Forests, and a small section of Doyles River State
Forest. Most of the Mt Boss State Forest is t00 steep to log and the minor portion of
the forest that can be logged was identified in the EIS harvesting plan as an area not to
be logged in the next ten years. The Department of Planning determination, however,
brought forward the Mt Boss logging program, but flexibility in the logging programme
to allow for moratorium on this forest is possible.

All the 20,712 ha of state forcst within the identified wilderness will placed in a loggng
moratorium, The Kempsey/Wauchope EIS for the management area identifies
substantial arcas of regrowth forest that can be logged whilst alternatives to logging

4



these old growth forests are developed (ref: Kempsey/Wauchope Management Area R

EIS, 1993 Map 17).

The Department of Planning notes that the forests of the Kempsey Management Arca
have been overcut for some time-and-there-is to bs a 60% quota reduction'to be -
achicved from 1987 and 1997. The Department also notes that the first cutting cycle
annual harvest of quota sawlogs of 20,300 m® gross can be expected to be reduced
the second cycle. The Wauchope Management Area, on the other hand, is on'a-
sustamed yield but even in this management ares the Department cautions that other
constraints may reduce sawlog quotas in the second logging cycle. In the light of the
above quota limitations, transitional arrangements to protect wilderness and old growth

forests, and to ensure implementation of a sustained timber yield strategy may require

compensation for those displaced from the industry (see: DOP, 1994 Environmental

Impact Assessment, pgs 224-226)._

4] o
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. Lost World |

The Government will ad.d pan of the Mebbm‘Stats Forest of approXimately 900 -
ha to the Border Ranges National Park and 650 ha of the Border Rangers National-
Park in the Brindle Cresk catchment will be added to the Lost World wildemness. The
 state forest additiond are part of thc December 1993 Fahey mldcmcss conumtmcm_

KEY ISSUES: (2WD vehicle access, c.losme of Brindle Creek 2WD one way road)

On further consideration of the proposcd Lost Weorld wilderness, the Tweed Range -
Scenic Drive will be retained to allow 2WD vehicle access to the rainforests in the
southern section of the national park. The one way traffic road around the catchment of
Brindle Creek, however, will be closed and Brindle Creek headwaters added to the Lost
World wilderness area.

Wilderness management of the appropriate sections of Lamington Nanonal Park in
Queensland will be negotiated with the Goss Labor Government. ‘ '



Mann . . - PR ) N . . . . . !
The " Government will declare.a wildéfness extension of 30,400 ha in the NPWS
identified Mann wilderness, The wilderness comtains 10,373 ha of the Gibraltar Range
National Park [two thirds of this national park area (6,400 ta) is already wilderness

under the NPW Act, but not the Wilderness Act]. ‘

Another 20,027 ha of identified wilderness will be protected in state forests, including

- 10,901 ha of the Dalmorton State Forest, 597 ha of the Ramornie_State Forest, 3,119

ha of the Cangai State Forest. A further 5,410 ha of the Gibraftar Range State Forestis
in the Glen Innes Management Area adjoining the national park. These affected

sections of the Gibraltar Range State Forest.arc mostly stecp lands zoned PMP 1.2 and. -
would not be logged under current management. -

The 2,983 ha of Crown leasehold in the identified Mann wildemess will to be protected
from conversion to frechold title by moratorium and from clearing,

KEY ISSUES: (alternative timber resources, lease conversion moratorim)

Grazing leases or licences in Dalmorton and Cangai State Forests should not be
renewed on expiry. Until expiry, stock numbers should not exceed the carTying capacity
for unimproved rough grazing of busghiand.

The Mulligans Hut camping ground is unaffected by the wilderness declaration. The
identified wilderness receives very little 4WD use, ,

Logging issues: : . : o '

The Mann wildemness falls mostly within the Grafton Forest Management Area. State
. Forests have identified 30% more quota sswlogs in this management area within
already logged forest arcas (ref: Grafton Forest Management Area EIS, 1994 exec
summary, page Zviii). - . .
According to the Graflon EIS, about 180,000 cu m of quota sawlags and 10,000 cum
of poles are proposed to be taken from the 20,027 ha of state forests and 2,983 ha of
Crown leasehold lands within the identified Mann wildemess providing 23% of the
input to Grafton’s timber industry (ref: Appendix 13A, Volume B, Grafton EIS, 1994).

The affected state forest arcas can be added to the declired Mann wildemess with no
Job losses by substituting regrowth sawlogs available elsewhere in the management area,
The remaining 7% of additional timber resources in the Grafton Forest Management
Area forest regrowth areas can be allocated to other wilderness protection projects.
Such an action could take place when the incoming Government determines the
Grafton EIS in April or May 1995, .



Macleay Gorges

- o= - Party will immediately declare a 95,711 ha wilderness,
including 90,833 ha of the Oxley Wild Rivers National Park, 3,516 ha of the
Winterbourne State Forest and 931 ha of the Enmore State Forest, 42 ha of Styx State
Forests and 389 ha of vacant Crown laid. In the casc of the Macleay Gorges,
wilderness declaration is an indication of futare Government intention regarding
management of the remaining leasshold. ©
A further 62,692 ha of Crown leasehold lands in 41 properties will bé set aside from

- lease conversion to frechold title under 2 moratorfum. Further clearing of these
properties will also be prevented by the mtoratorium. :
KEY ISSUES: (moratorium of Crown lease conversion, horseriding)

The Fahey Government promised to declare 94,245 ha of wilderness. The

Government will declare' 42 ha of the Styx River State Forest and 931 ha of the

Enmore State Forest and some additional areas of vaeant Crown land, in addition to the
areas promised by Mr Fahey. ' ' '

The historic East Kunderang homestead will be excluded from the declared Macleay
Gorges wilderness. ' '

The 62,692 ha of Crown leaschold lands subject to moratorium will be acquired by the
NPWS over time to protect catchment and wilderness values and to bring these ery
steep rain shadow lands into the National Park estate, The two large mholdings will in
the national park will be acquired as a priority 50 28 to ensure appropriate wildemess
managerment, S .

Stock levels will be monitored by the Department of Conservation and Land
Management to ensure grazing impact is reduced on this very rough unimproved
bushland terrain. Continued cattle grazing in the Macleay Gorges has brought
‘considerable changes to native vegetation, including weed infestation, notably khaki .
weed and Noogoora burr. These occur along bridle paths between the tableland and the
rivers below. The cattle also cause considerable damage to streéam banks and create !
river pollution. : : :

The Bicentennial National (horseriding) Trail traverses the Kunderang Brook and the
lower Macleay River valley. A number of vehicle tracks traverse the wilderness. The
National Trail will be relocated outside the national park and the access tracks closed to
off road vehicles. ‘

Logging issues: :

- The small areas of Styx and Enmore State Forests can be added to the wilderness
without significant impact to timber resources. Whilst the Forestry Commission
objected to these forests being included in the wilderness the Commission conmmented
that the “crown lands contain timber resources not important for local industries and the
Enmore State Forest is not of great commercial value and is managed in a low key
way” (Forestry Commission submission on the wilderness nomination, 1992). The
section of the Styx River State Forest in the identified Macleay Gorges wildemess is
zoned Special Emphasis Recreation under the PMP and can be added to the wilderness
because it will never be logged.

I's



New Engiand

- The national park section of the identified New England wilderness has already been
| .declared but only protects little more than hatf of the Idcnuﬁcdwﬂdemcss

The . - Government will immediately declare about 4,800 ha as New England
wilderness extension over the adjoining steep state forest lands in the '
Kempsey/Wanchope (1,500 ha) and Urenga (3,400 ha) Forest Management Areas.

A logging moratorium will be placed over the remiaining 20,380 ha of state forests
-within the identified wilderness, . __ T o
 The.48 ha of Crown leasehold lands will be protected by a moratorium on conversion

- 10 freehold title and on clearing of bushland. - .
KEY ISSUES: (protect steep state forest lands, logging moratorium over other forests)

Logging issues: ' : :
The identified New England wildemess has the greatest topographic relief in continental
Austratia, There are opportunities for immediate wilderness declaration over some of
these vulnerable steep lands that adjoin the New England National Park to the south
and east, ‘ :

About 5,000 ha of state forests in the Kempsey/Wauchope Forest Management Area
within the identified wilderness are either inaccesaible to lopging operations, within the
Petroi Plateau conservation area or in the Burrf Bulai Aboriginal Place (ref: - '
Kempsey/Wauchope Management Area EIS, 1993 Maps 16), Unfortunately these
unloggable forest arcas are scatiered throughout the southern section of the identified -
New England wilderness. To make rational boundary extensions 1o New England

* National Park, about a third of this area'or 1,500 ha of these forests unsuitable for ,
tmber protection and already set aside for conservation wil be added to the wilderncss
inside an extended New England National Park, L

A further 3,300 ha of the Ogkes State Forest in the Sunday and Scraggy Creek
catchments adjoining and to the east of the national park have been referenced by the
NPWS for addition to the New England National Park. These biologically important

arcas of the Urunga Forest Mansgemenit Arca and not protected from logging by the
Timber Industry (Interim Protoction) Act moratorivuu, Theas NPWS referenced slare

forests will be immediatety added to the national park (and declared wilderness unless
heavily logged). o

There are 25,680 ha of state forest in the identified wildemness. About 20,880 ha in the
Urunga and Kempsey/Wauchope Management Areas will be placed in a logging
moratorium in addition 10 the 4, 800 ha that will be immediately to be added to New
England National Park and declared wilderness.

Almost 15,000 ha of these state forests was listed on Schedule | of the Timber Industry
(Interim Protection) Act. Since the determination of the Kempsey/Wauchope Forest
Management Area EIS in March 1994, these forests are no longer protected by a
logging moratorium, The Kempsey/Wanchope EIS for the management area, however,
identifies substantial areas of regrowth forest areas that can be logged in the short term
whilst alternatives to logging these old growth forests are developed (ref:

X Kempsey/Wauchaope Management Area EIS_, 1993 Map 15).

&+
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The Department of Planning notes that the forests of the Kempsey Management Area .
have been overcut for some time and there is to be a 60% quota reduction to be '
achieved from 1987 and 1997. The Department also notes that the first cutting cycle -
annual harvest of quota sawlogs of 20,300 m? gross can be expected to be reduced in
the sccond cycle. The Wauchope Management Area, on the other hand, is.on a .
sustained yield but even in this management area the Department of Planning cautions
that other constraints may reduce sawlog quotas in the second logging cycle. In the light
of the above quota limitations, transitional arrangemeitts to protect wilderness and old
growth forests, and to ensure implementation of a sustained timber yield strategy may
require compensation for those displaced from the industry (scc: Department of
Planning, 1994 Environmental Impact Assessment for Kempsey/W auchope, pgs 224~
226). S :

No environmental impact statement has been undertaken for the Urunga Forest
Management Area. Logging is occourring in the identified New England wilderness m
the 10,000 ha of state forests in this management area (possibly ncluding the 3,300 ha
in the NPWS referenced Sunday and Scraggy Creck catchments).




Kamllarol (Pllllga)

“The . - Govanmcntwmdeclmeammmwﬂdmwsofappmmamty

36, 400 ha following 2 favourable wilderncss assessment by the Nat:onal Parks a.md
Wildlife Service. . . ' -

" The Kamilaroi wilderness consists of the rcccmly NPWS acquired Schmidt property of

4,916 ha that will be added to ﬂmPﬂhgaNann‘cRcschc another 22,000 ha or so of " -
the Pillica Nature Reserve, approximately 7, $00 ha of the Timmallallie State Forest and
about 2,000 ha of Timber Reserves 73014 and 79962.

KEY ISSUES: (protecting of rare and cndzmgared specles, logging and 4WD rm:ks)

The adjoining landholder, Mr Richard Rxckzrt, nominated the Kamilaroi wildemess, Mr
Rickert considers control of the feral goats, and foxes is the main issue regarding
management of the wilderness arca. Over the last 175 years the arca has experienced

only 1ow intensities of grazing, even during the rabbit plague
The 4WD trails in adjoining state forest and namm reserve areas in the Pilliga Scrub

~ will remain available. The 4WD Yearn, meks, Badbam, Gibbican Four Ways,

Caravan Corner, Banksia and Southeast and a small part of the Dandry Tratls will be

" closed. Only the Southeast and Dandry trails are in good condition. The Banksia, -

Badman, the Gibbican Four Ways and Cmvan Comer to Top Crossing arc overgrown
and not in use. Punks and Yeannan trails passiover treacherous creek crossings and

mugh ground, ,

The area is part of the largest area of cormnnaus sermi-arid woodland left in temperate
castern Australia and the old old growth pomon of the Pilliga Scrub. The wilderness
encompasses habitat critical to maintaining ragmnal populations of at least 20 spécies of
fauna listed on Schedule 12 of the NPW Act, | including koala, Squirrel Glider, Greater -
Long-cared bat, Large Pied Bat, Little Pied Bat, Glossy Black Cackatoo, and the very
endangered Regent Honeyeater !

" The has been no enviornmental impact assessmcm of the loggmg activities in the Pilliga

forests in the Dubbo Region. The ~  Government will require an environmental
impact assessment of this biologically important forest arza.

| Logging issues:

The State Forest managed arcas within the wﬂdemess are mainty composed of many
small gorges and ridges in sandstone country. Onlv a small volume of ¢ypress sawlogs
and eucalypt sleepers has been taken from the Timmallsllie State Forest and virtually
none from Timber Reserves 73014 and 79962 In view of the enormous biodiversity of
rare and endangered animals in this semi-arid woodland wilderness, nature conservation
clearly outweighs any compeating claims for continued low level commerial timber
prodti_ctio‘t.l.



. Wollemi-and Blue Mountains National Parks will bé,i:mncdiately declared by the
Government to protect the largest wildemess in NSW, ' '

The declaration of the Wollemi wilderness has been recommended through the plan of
management process and declaration does not need further assessment. The
Gavernment will declare about 384,000 ha in Wollenii National Park and further
26,000 ha in the Blue Mountains National Park, as recommended by the respective

draft plans of management for these parks.
KEY IssUE: (4WD vehicle access)

The Wirraba track provides access to an inholding on Gospers Mountain and Mount
Wirraka that will be purchased by the NPWS as a priority. Cattle grazing continues on
inholdings at Gospers Mountain and Mourit Wirrala. The grazing and frequent
overburning is having an adverse effect on.the adjoining national park areas.

The Hunter and Wirraba 4 WD tracks bisect the wildeness from east to west and

ghould be closed off by locked gates. An access track established last year from Mount
Coricudgy to Mount Kerry through the national park along a very scenic ridge. This

track will be removed and rehabilitated. '
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Kammgg' -Boxd cont.
Mountains National Park and’ manage
as if it were wilderness,

Rchabﬂxmc sewage treatment wozks
sxtc on Leura Creck when redundant,

Ettrema

AREA FOR IMMED[ATE DECLARATION
a 18,320 ha wilderness extension

including:
¢ 4,655 ha of Morton National Park;

- ® 263 ha of NPWS managed land;

* 1,568 ha of Yalwal State Forcst;

. ¢ 11,834 ha of vacant Crown land.

Key Issue

Access to Yalwal and Yalwal Tng
lookout retained but Yalwal Creek fire
trail to be closed. Alternative off road
vehicle opportunities nearby.

- Budawang |
AREAFOR IMMEDIATE DECLARA'I'ION '

2 72,629 ha new wilderess inciuding:

® 32,005 ha of Morton National Park;

* 13,927 ha of Budawang Natonal
Park; :

* 6,500 ha of state forest® ;

® 97 ha of vacant Crown land;

* 100 ha of freehold land (Dr
Plumwood’s wilderness conscrvauon
agreement area)

Budawang Moratorium Area -

of 7,000 ha of Yadboro State Forest
adjmnmg Budawang Nationat Park, and
692 ha of Crown leasehold land '

Key Issues

Immediate national park wilderness
extension over state forest that directly
adjoin The Castle and Pigeon House
required to protect direct views and

4

* Overwhelming consarvation case Jusuﬁes
immediats wilderness declaration,

verypomﬂarwaﬂcmgaccmwthmo
" 8cenic attractions. -
No EIS for Batemans Bay Forest -

ManagcmcmAxeawtuchcmbracwthe
Mmhﬁchudawalgwﬂd.emass

Barrlngton

AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION

241,193 ha new wilderness mchuding:

* 36,600 ha of Barrington National
Park

¢ 2,193 ha of Mt Rayal State Forest;

¢ 800 ha of vacant Crown Land
containing timber resources but
referenced for addition to nationa}
park®; and

* 1,600 ha of Hunter Water
Corporation land.

Bamng'ton Moratorium Area
of 21,787 ha ofm forests.

Key Issues

Environmental assessment of logging
proposals within wilderness either not
undertaken or rejected as inadequate,

National park 2WD access and most _
park facilitics unaffected. 4WD access
to be closed and associated park

| - facilities removed. Bicentenmial

National (horseriding) Tradl to be
relocated.

Wollemi -
AREA FOR IMMEDIATE DECLARATION

"2 410,000 ha new wilderness

including:

» 384,000 ha of Wollemi National
Park; and

e 26,000 ha Blue Mountains National
. Park.

Key Issue
Hunter and Wirraba 4WD tracks will be -
closed. New unauthorised track through -



